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A TREAT FOR ALL!
Essick Commons had a
Halloween party full of treats!
The residents were treated to
good music by D.J. Denny
McConnell, pictured top left with
his sister, Peggy. They had
yummy treats to eat, and there
was a contest to judge Halloween
masks that residents had been
working on for several weeks
before the party. Judging of the
masks took place during the party.
It wasn’t easy choosing favorites;
they were all very nice. The top
three winners are pictured on p. 2.
The residents, staff and visitors all
had a great time. See more
pictures on page 2.

COMING SOON—MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
November 13 - Cheese Cake Social— 2:30 (A/C)
November 14 – Turkey Trot - 2:15 (A/C)
November 16 - Veterans Day Service - 2:30 (A/C)
November 20 - Thanksgiving Service – 10:15(A-C)
DECEMBER 21ST - UGLY SWEATER CONTEST OPEN TO RESIDENTS, VISITORS, & STAFF
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A TREAT FOR ALL ( CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mary Campbell

Kathleen Ward

Sandy Musser

The ladies pictured above are showing their winning masks and the goodies they received at the Halloween Party.

Treats, costumes,
fun and laughter
were the highlight
of the party.
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WHAT’S MY LINE?

Earl “Skeeter” Stitzer
“Skeeter” resides on our B3 unit and shared his interesting employment history with us, which includes a
variety of skills and experiences. His story begins when he was a student at Penn State and received his order
to be drafted into the Armed Services. He enlisted in the Navy in 1967, serving during the Vietnam War.
After boot camp, he attended Aviation Electrician School in Jacksonville, Florida, completing his studies in
approximately 6 months.
From Jacksonville, he was sent to Pensacola, Florida, until 1969. There, he had the opportunity to be a
passenger in planes flying above aircraft carriers, circling while the jets took off and landed, observing for
problems that needed to be repaired, which he enjoyed very much. Following this, he was stationed overseas
as a member of the VC5 Squadron, servicing areas that included the Philippines, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Japan
and Taiwan. He completed his enlistment in 1971 but continued in the Reserves for several years.
After returning to the states, he worked as a Control and Instrument Electrician at Polymer Corp for about 14
years. A co-worker he worked with at Polymer Corp took a position at Brush Wellman and asked Skeeter to
come along and work with him, which he did, working on the 3-11 shift for 10 years. After Polymer Corp
called him and asked him to come back, he returned to his former employer until 2000.
At that time, he moved on to his next venture, after being approached by Kenny, a friend who owned the
Grand Central Tap Room in Fleetwood. Kenny had fallen ill and asked Skeeter if he would be interested in
purchasing the business. Skeeter grew up in Fleetwood and often went into the Grand Central Tap Room as a
kid, so he was fascinated with the idea of running the tavern and keeping it as an “old time bar” for the
neighborhood. He and his wife bought the business and enjoyed socializing with the customers, who often
had stories to tell about their memories of spending time in the establishment over the years. During the time
that he owned the tap room, Skeeter also worked for Trinity Industries, to provide affordable health insurance
for his family.
In his spare time, Skeeter served the community for 40 years, as a volunteer fireman with the Fleetwood Fire
Company. Unfortunately, he was involved in a severe car accident in 2005, requiring many hospitalizations,
procedures, extensive rehab, and the necessity to sell the business in 2007. Skeeter is active in our Berks
Heim community and has his room “hooked-up” with the latest technology. His robust personality and
vibrant outlook keeps things bustling and lively on B3.
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Happy December
Birthdays!

Jacqueline Eagle ................. B-1 ................... December 2
Janice Niemczyk.................. B-3 ................... December 3
Lucille Miller ......................... EC .................... December 5
Alvera Correll ....................... A-1 ................... December 5
Jeanne Turner ..................... EC .................... December 5
Savannah Hoyer .................. B-2 ................... December 7
Mary Leister ......................... EC .................... December 7
Lisa Robinson ...................... A-1 ................... December 7
Lora Stefanowicz ................. A-1 ................... December 7
Shirley Schrader .................. B-3 ................... December 7
Sandra Musser .................... EC .................... December 7
George Rebholtz ................. B-2 ................... December 7
Catherine Cirulli ................... EC .................... December 8
Helen Stufflet ....................... A-3 ................... December 9
Sandra Merris ...................... B-3 ................... December 9
Elaine Miller ......................... A-2 ................. December 13
John Miller ........................... B-1 ................. December 13
Alice Kerins .......................... B-1 ................. December 13

Dorothy Martin .....................B-1 ................. December 20
Jeffery Hoover ......................B-1 ................. December 20
Constance Kelly ...................B-3 ................. December 23
Dorothy Moyer .....................B-3 ................. December 24
Marjorie Wertz......................A-3 ................. December 24
Virginia Sacco ......................B-2 ................. December 24
Earl Hoch .............................B-3 ................. December 26
Melissa Seltzer .....................A-1 ................. December 27
Regina Confora ....................EC ................. December 27
Arlene Gring .........................A-1 ................. December 28
Kathleen Feryo.....................A-1 ................. December 28
Irene Reed ...........................B-2 ................. December 29
Angel Suarez .......................EC ................. December 29
Mary Yocum .........................B-2 ................. December 30
Bernadette Shisslak .............A-3 ................. December 30
Blanche Brady ....................A-3 ................. December 31
Joanne Kozlowski ................EC ................. December 31

* Bold denotes Centenarian

Joan Marone........................ EC .................. December 14
Mildred Moran...................... A-3 ................. December 15
Domicela Radauskas .......... B-3 ................. December 16
Esther Racine ...................... A-2 ................. December 17
Kathryn Miller....................... A-3 ................. December 18
Anna Tacyn ........................ A-3 ................ December 19

T O O U R A DM I S SI O N S IN O CT O BE R
A1 Carsonia Court

A-3 Penns Pointe

Kathleen Feryo

Mabel Nester
Mary Wong

A2 Pretzel City
Joseph Ostrowski
Verdella Bator
Ray Carbaugh
Gay Storch
Opalene Wolf
William Snyder
Dorothy Snyder
Dorothy Hunsicker

B-2 Reading Station
Clarence Spangler
B-3 Pagoda View
Rosemary Albright
Earl Hoch

Essick Commons
Lester VanSickle
Marilyn Hoch
Jeanne Turner
Edith Krammes
Regina Confora
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Chaplain’s Good News for NOVEMBER!
by Chaplain Clark Bossler
I.WE THANK GOD FOR HIS BOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS. GIFTS FROM A GRACIOUS GOD!
A PROCLAMATION - "The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and
healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which they come,
others

have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and soften the heart which is habitually
insensible to the ever watchful providence of Almighty God" "No human counsel has devised nor has any mortal worked out
these great things. They are the GRACIOUS GIFTS of the MOST HIGH GOD"
II. WE THANK GOD FOR HIS LOVE, HIS MERCY AND HIS GRACE.
"Who while dealing with us in anger for our sins, has nevertheless remembered mercy" Lamentations 3:22-23- "It is because of
the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because His COMPASSIONS fail not they are new every morning"
III. WE THANK GOD SOLEMNLY, REVERENTLY AND GRATEFULLY.
"It seemed to me fit and proper that they should be SOLEMNLY, REVERENTLY and GRATEFULLY acknowledged as with
ONE HEART and ONE VOICE by the WHOLE AMERICAN PEOPLE"
IV. WE THANK GOD and SET APART A SPECIAL DAY
for the HOLY PURPOSE of expressing THANKS and PRAISE TO GOD. "I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of
the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to SET APART and OBSERVE the
last THURSDAY of NOVEMBER next, as a DAY OF THANKSGIVING and PRAISE to our BENEFICENT FATHER who
dwells in the HEAVENS"
V. WE THANK GOD and HUMBLY IMPLORE HIM IN PRAYER
during our THANKSGIVING CELEBRATIONS asking HIM TO HEAL THE WOUNDS of this NATION, BREAKDOWN
WALLS OF DIVISION, and RESTORE PEACE, HARMONY, TRANQUILITY and UNION. We pray this for our Government
leaders to our small towns. Because a Nation Divided against itself cannot stand. "And I recommend to them that while offering
up the ascriptions justly DUE TO HIM for such singular deliverances and BLESSINGS, they do also, with HUMBLE
PENITENCE for our national perverseness and disobedience, commend to HIS TENDER CARE (all those wounded) and
fervently implore the interposition of the ALMIGHTY HAND to HEAL THE WOUNDS of the NATION and RESTORE it as
soon as may be consistent with the DIVINE PURPOSES to the FULL ENJOYMENT of PEACE, HARMONY,

TRANQUILITY and UNION".
Much of this was taken from President Abraham Lincoln’s proclamation of Thanksgiving, written on
October 3, 1863.

Don’t let the flu bug you!
According to the CDC, last flu season was a reminder of how severe flu
can be. CDC estimates that there were more than 900,000
hospitalizations and 79,000 flu deaths last flu season. Our collective flu
experience underscores how important it is to vaccinate against flu each
year. Annual influenza vaccination is the best defense against influenza.
Influenza vaccination can reduce influenza illnesses, doctor visits, and
missed work and school due to influenza, as well as prevent influenzarelated hospitalizations. Get your flu shot today!
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NEWS FROM THE VSB…
(Berks Heim Volunteer Service Board)
The Berks Heim VSB continues to serve Berks Heim residents and staff through
volunteer service and provide financial support for residents’ needs via fundraising.”

Being thankful … for our family and friends we can share with this Thanksgiving
season. From our Volunteer Service Board we extend our sincere appreciation for the
opportunity to serve the residents and families here at Berks Heim.

Santa’s Corner will be held on Friday, December 7, in the auditorium. Residents will be able
to shop for the holiday at this event … free of charge.
VSB is sponsoring holiday Christmas parties for the residents on December 11 and December
12 in the main auditorium from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. The Essick Commons party will be
December 17 at 2:00 p.m. Musical entertainment and refreshments will be provided at the
events. Family members are welcome to attend the events with their loved ones.
Brenda Stein
Secretary, Volunteer Service Board
READING PHILHARMONIC‘S HALLOWEEN CONCERT WAS THRILLING
Berks Heim’s residents were treated to a
special Halloween concert when the
Reading Philharmonic performed
recently. Some of the members wore
costumes. The conductor dressed as an
umpire. The concert featured many old
standards, favorites of the crowd, and
ended with a Halloween medley!
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Welcome New Employees

EMPLOYEE ANNIVERSARIES
IN NOVEMBER

Kerina Prussman..……………...Nursing

30 YEARS
David Keim…….…….………….Nursing

Karen Rolon…………...Nursing

Amy Stroman…………………...Nursing

10 YEARS
Cheryl Padinske……....Nursing

Jarrett Doctor…..……..………...Nursing

5 YEARS

Pamely De Jesus………..………….Nursing

Kelly Craze………....….Nursing
Kasheika Angus …………...…....Nursing

Ndey Njie………..……..Nursing
Marabella Ortiz………...Nursing
Lyndsey Seelig………...Nursing

OLEY FAIR RIBBONS
Congratulations to Joanne Cummings, who works in
RNAC, on her recent second and third place winning
ribbons from the Oley Fair. Joanne won the ribbons for
items she crocheted.
She won two second place ribbons; one for an intricate
doily made with her grandmother’s crochet hook and yarn
from the 1970s; the other for a crocheted multicolored baby
blanket she made for the granddaughter who is expected
to arrive this month. In addition, she won the third place
ribbon for a crocheted baby blanket in peach.
Winning three ribbons is pretty impressive, especially with
this being the first time she ever entered items in the fair!
She now plans to enter again next year. She has all winter
to work on her projects and knows now that the judges are
looking for more intricate designs.

Joanne Cummings is pictured above with her
three prize winning crocheted creations.
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SAFETY / SECURITY CORNER
WITH TIPS FROM DAVE RUTH
DIRECTOR SAFETY SECURITY SERVICES

November is a very special month in which we have three
annual events that have true meaning for Americans. The
first is Thanksgiving Day, a chance to spend time with
family and loved ones and to remember those who risked
all to find freedom and prosperity in the New World.
Second is Veteran’s Day where we again can be thankful
of the many brave men and women in uniform, whether
military, police, or fire for their service and sacrifice to our
safety and security. Lastly, is the General Election, where
your voice and opinion matters in helping to shape the
course of our towns, counties, state and country by the
people we elect.
Being thankful isn’t always an easy thing to be, as
every day brings new challenges and problems to occupy
our time. Instant access to news reports and 24 hour
coverage often puts us into a state of apathy where we no
longer want to hear anything else. Receiving thanks is also
tough to take for many as we question the reason for the
compliment or don’t feel it is deserved, yet many people
will state a simple “thank you” or “nice Job” is very
gratifying.
Here are some of the thanks I want to share and hope
you find them meaningful. To our forefathers who
ventured from across the seas without any guarantee of
finding a better life without persecution – Thank You for
showing us that belief, determination and sacrifice are
worthwhile pursuits. To all our Military Veterans, we
owe a debt that can never be properly repaid! Many were
volunteers, some draftees but all served and helped protect
our freedoms and guaranteed our inalienable rights to Life,
Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness. I know there are
many Veterans here at Berks Heim both Residents and
Staff, so here is a special thank you to Security’s two
Veterans – Carl Aron and Alex Trout, both having
served in the United States Marine Corp.
Lastly, a big Thank You to the Residents, Staff and
Volunteers for making Berks Heim a thankful place to
enjoy the Melting Pot that is
America!

In keeping with the holiday spirit of
giving, Berks Heim will again be a
drop off site for Toys For Tots.
Look for the box in the main lobby
outside of the Admissions Office to
drop off your

New, unwrapped
toys by December 9th.
If you have any questions, contact at
Merry at ext. 7395
Thank you for your support!
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