
Berks County EMS Working Group 

September 3, 2013 

 
In attendance 

 

Anthony Tucci (WBEMS), Ed Moreland (WBEMS), Brian Gottschall (DES), Matt Stariker 

(DES/LA), Steve Kline (Topton), HD Miller (Radio Advisory), Dave Babb (Boyertown), Jim 

Conrad (City EMS), Todd Boughter (DES), Tim Moyer (SVEMS), Christina Wood (DES), Doug 

Demchyk (KATS), Chris Chamberlain (SJMC/Exeter Fire), Anthony Martin (RHS), Jim Bitler 

(RHS), Barb Conrad (RHS), Tyler Bard (Topton), Mike Whelan (HAP) 

 

 

Meeting opened at 1004 hours by Chairman Moyer. 

 

Motion to accept the minutes made by Dave Babb, Seconded by H. David Miller, passed 

unanimously 
 

 

DES – Per Matt Stairiker, DES will be combining the Respiratory Arrest and Cardiac Arrest call 

types into one, since the response profile is the same for both.   

 

As a follow up to the discussion of unit rotations, whereby the 911 center would use unit specific 

dispatching, and in the case of multiple units from one station, would then dispatch the unit that 

was available the longest. 

 

Chairman Moyer called the following question in the form of a roll call vote: Should EMS 

transition to unit level dispatching based on the longest available unit in CAD? 

  

Boyertown, Kutztown, Topton, Lower Alsace, City of Reading, Schuylkill Valley 

and Western Berks all answered yes.    

 

Units can supersede the specific unit dispatch by calling on the radio and indicating that they will 

handle a call, especially if they are closer.   

 

There will be additional discussions on how best to integrate additional, non-rotating units.  This 

primarily applies to Kutztown.  .  

 

Brian Gottschall presented via the large projector (no copy provided) a map of the current system 

coverage for the 700 Mhtz radios system.  This map represents the current coverage to date.  

There are several important towers that have not come on line: Longswamp, Albany, Union, 

Cumru, Bethel and Blue Mountain.  The map indicates that there is reduced coverage available 

in the areas where towers still need to be completed.  

 

Brian brings a radio functionality questions to the group for discussion and direction.  



 

1.  Should the radio continue to scan when it is removed from the clip/hook? 

a. No services answered yes 

b. The following services indicated no: Boyertown, Kutztown, Topton, 

Lower Alsace, City of Reading, Schuylkill Valley and Western 

Berks 
 

2. What should the priority scanning behavior for the new radio system 
a. Option 1 – Priority one is selected channel-Priority 2 is dispatch 

b. Option 2 – Priority one is dispatch  - Priority 2 is selected channel 

c. Option 3 – Priority one is selected channel, no priority 2 

At Brian Gottschall’s request no decision was made as he wanted to speak 

with the Motorola Rep for further clarification.   

 

Reading Health System – Thank you to all of the agencies that responded to the fire at 

Building L.   

 

As a result of the fire, there is some short-term impact on availability of laundry.  Please ask 

crews to be aware that there may be shortages if people take too much linen.   

 

There will be a drill in October to correspond with the ICE II class in AL.  This will include 

some use of EPIC during the MCI drill. 

 

Anthony Martin requests renewed interest in the Triage Tag day on the first of the month.   

 

There is a Dinner and Learn on October 16
th

 with Trauma.  All of the participants in the case 

(EMS, ED, and Trauma) will be present for discussion.  ,  

 

Reminders of special events:  Nationals at Maple Grove Oct 2-5, Goggle Works Art Fest October 

5-6 

 

From Anthony Martin – there may be times when due to an unforeseen issue and ambulance may 

be dispatched via the 911 to shuttle a flight crew.  This is only when an aircraft is unable to land 

on the pad at the hospital and an emergency patient needs to be transported out.   

 

St. Joes – A decon drill was held on 8/12 and it went very well.  The SMART team will be 

completing a disaster operations class on 9/16   

   

St. Joes will be expanding the pre-hospital blood draw program.  Each service will be contacted 

by Chris Chamberlain to schedule training and procedures.  

 

HAP – 60 staff have been trained in respiratory fit testing.   

MERS -  which is similar to SARS and has a 50% mortality rate is gaining traction.  

There are NO reported cased in the US.  

Please contact Albert DiGideo at Eastern PA EMS Council for access permissions to the 

HMS Knowledge Center if needed.  



 

 

RCTTF – the RCTTF conference held in concert with the Pocono EMS Conference has been 

postponed with no dates scheduled.  More information to follow.  

 

There will be a PA ICE II class in Aniston, AL in October.  At present there are 8 facilities 

attending.  

 

EMS Council – The annual meeting of the EMS Council will be held on September 18
th

, at the 

Holiday Inn – Fogelsville.  Please RSVP if you are a Council member. 

 

There is an EMS Information Bulletin regarding the use of expired medication and outlines the 

administrative steps that are needed to permit utilization of expired medications.  Please ensure 

that you comply with the EMSIB 

 

 

MedEvac – No Rep 

 

PennStar Flight  -No Rep 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

  

MCI training – is scheduled for November 22, at 9 am and at 1900 at the fire training site.   

 

Awards event – SVEMS has agreed to be the sponsor organization, but will need a second signer 

for payments.  H. David Miller agreed to assist.     

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjourned at 1130 by motion from Steve Kline and seconded by Dave Babb. 

 

Next Meeting October 1, 2013 at 1000 


