
Berks DES EMS Working Group 
April 5, 2016 

General Meeting Minutes 
 

Call to Order: Tim Moyer: 10:05 

In Attendance:   

Name Representative(s) 

Bally Michael Groff, Stacey Schmale 

Bethel  

Blandon 
 Boyertown 
 Counter Terrorism Tony Tucci 

DES 

Todd Boughter, Tony Flores, Jonathan 
Fritz, Brian Gottschall, Sarah Shivers, 
Matt Stairiker, Christina Wood 

Elverson  

EMS Council William Lillington 

Exeter Fire Chris Chamberlain 

Fleetwood  

Hamburg William Lillington 

Kutztown Phil Salamone 

Lower Alsace Matt Stairiker, Merv Wertz 

LVH Medevac  

Muhlenberg  

Oley  

PennStar  

PennState - LifeLion John Shook 

PennState - Saint Joes Chris Chamberlain 

Reading Fire Department Jim Conrad 

Reading Health System Anthony Martin 

RHS School of Health Sciences Merv Wertz 

Schuylkill Valley Tim Moyer 

Southern Berks Malcolm Cole, Dave Shaffer 

Topton Ambulance  

Western Berks Ed Moreland, Tony Tucci 

 
Prev. Minutes:  Motion to Approve:   Motion by Tony Tucci     

Seconded:    Seconded by Jim Conrad 
Motion Vote:    Motion Approved 
 

DES Report  

 Brian Gottschall 
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o EMS Agency Response Plan – All agencies have agreed to plan 
 Group to move forward with plan and send to EMS Council 

o EATON Mass notification system – No intent to continue service – Looking for new 
vendors for Berks Alerting System. Systems to be transitioned prior to August of this 
year 

o Final System Acceptance – Possibly will backdated to 1/1/16, TBA 
o Medcom Usage for ALS Reports 

 Other county PSAP directors do not appear to be willing to mandate their field 
providers from utilizing Medcom for ALS Communications 

 Extending invitation to John Kloss do discuss matter further 
 Discussion tabled 

 Todd Boughter 
o Two and four part messaging and EBA Responses 

 Two part messaging is only to be used for simple status changes 
 Many status changes are being made when DES is talking over the radio, please 

notify your crew members to listen for activity prior to keying up radio 
o EBA Activations – Please refer to the county SOP for EBA activations and 

reeducate/counsel users of proper responses 

 Matt Stariker – Mass Causalty Incidents 
o Powerpoint to be available from DES website – All agencies are encouraged to share this 

powerpoint to field staff 
 Once posted, link will be sent to all working group members for notification to 

field staff 
o Intended field implementation is by 4/15/16 

 Tony Flores – WebCAD extending access to agencies, requests for additional user names to be 
made to aflores@countyofberks.com 

 
Regional counterterrorism – Tony Tucci 

 Hospital grants have been extended for one year 
 
Eastern PA EMS Council – Bill Lillington 

 No Report 
 
Reading Health System – Anthony Martin 

 Dinner and Learn series this month features Exposure Assessment and Toxicology of 
Chemical, biological, and physical agent exposures 

o April 13, 2016 from 18:00 – 21:00 at School of Health Sciences 

 Radio amplifier is “backordered,” PO has been put through management for repair 

 EMS Week schedule is being finalized and will be distributed when available 
 
Reading Health System School of Health Science – Merv Wertz 

 Contact Kathy James for information on NREMT refresher 
 
Penn State Saint Joseph Medical Center – Chris Chamberlain 
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 Accreditation for Cardiovascular Care transferring to Mission Lifelion this week 
o Same day follow up to EMS Crews that bring in STEMI patients 

 EMS Week Tuesday – EMS Awards ceremony and picnic, schedule to be distributed 
 

PennStar - No Representative 
 
LVH Medevac – No Representative 
 
Old business  

 Rick Gerber was here last month regarding county agreement for ambulance subscription 
program 

 Mutual aid agreement and contract supplied. Verbiage is considered confidential 
information 

 
New business:  

 PA Senate Bill 1158 – Introduced to outlaw the practice of balance billing; current definitions 
would include EMS organizations 

o Sponsored by Senator Judy Schwank 
o Ed has made many calls to the office with concern, bill is currently in Banking committee 

 EMS Memorial Ride – Ed Moreland participating this year, for information to sponsor view his 
GoFundMe Account at www.gofundme.com/r6pj945w 

 Any agency with a stretcher they are looking to donate a used stretcher to BCTC, contact 
William Lillington.  

 
Motion to Close : Motion:  Tony Tucci 

Seconded:  Jim Conrad  
Closed:  12:11 


