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RESOLUTION NO. 290-13

A Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of Berks County adopting the Berks County
Comprehensive Plan 2030.

WHEREAS the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (Act of 1968, P.L. 805, No. 247, as
reenacted and amended) specifies that each County within the Commonwealth shall
prepare and adopt a County Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS the Berks County Planning Commission has prepared the Berks County
Comprehensive Plan 2030 (the Plan), which is intended to guide the future growth and
development of Berks County; and

WHEREAS this Plan contains goals and policies that seek to build livable communities, provide
economic development, revitalize our urban centers, and promote efficient use of
infrastructure; and

WHEREAS this Plan contains goals and policies that will encourage a land use pattern that is less
consumptive and more protective of our natural resources; and

WHEREAS this Plan contains goals and policies that seek to protect productive farmland and
conserve environmentally sensitive natural resources; and

WHEREAS the Plan recognizes that all levels of government, as well as the private and non-
profit sectors play an important role in implementing the goals and policies of the
comprehensive plan; and

WHEREAS the Plan promotes continued intergovernmental cooperation and regional planning
initiatives; and

WHEREAS the Berks County Planning Commission has held public meetings and regional
municipal workshops to obtain input into the development and review of the Plan; and
WHEREAS the Berks County Planning Commission modified the draft Plan in light of public and

municipal comments; and

WHEREAS the Berks County Planning Commission transmitted the Plan to the Board of
Commissioners of Berks County and the Board of Commissioners conducted a public
hearing on the Plan on September 26, 2013.



NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of Berks
County adopts the Berks County Comprehensive Plan 2030 in accordance with the provisions of
the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code.

ADOPTED THIS 26th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2013.

COUNTY OF BERKS

Christian Y. L:L%/bach, Chair

Attest: Kevin 8 Barnhardt, Commissioner
W g /é/ué b X W
Maryjo Gibs?gq/) Chief Clerk %ﬁk C. Scott, Esq., Commissioner

/



Berks County Planning Commission
Resolution No. 01-2013

General Consistency Policy
Of Municipal Comprehensive Plans and the
County Comprehensive Plan

Whereas, Section 301.4(a) of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, as amended (the
“MPC”), provides, “Municipal comprehensive plans which are adopted shall be generally consistent
with the adopted county comprehensive plan; and

Whereas, Section 301(b) of the MPC further provides, “County planning commissions shall publish
advisory guidelines to promote general consistency with the adopted county comprehensive plan.
These guidelines shall promote uniformity with respect to local planning and zoning terminology and
common types of municipal land use regulations”; and

Whereas, The Berks County Planning Commission serves as the official county planning commission
for the County of Berks and in that capacity intends to comply with the requirements of the MPC;
and

Whereas, the County of Berks has adopted the Berks County Comprehensive Plan 2030.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, and it is hereby resolved, that the Berks County Planning
Commission hereby adopts the following guidelines to promote general consistency with the adopted
county comprehensive plan.

Advisory guidelines for determining general consistency with the
Berks County Comprehensive Plan

In order to be considered generally consistent with the Berks County Comprehensive Plan,
municipal plans shall meet the following guidelines:

1. The amount, location, density, intensity, character and timing of future land uses
proposed in the text, tables or maps in any municipal plan or amendment thereto shall be
in accord with the recommendations in the county comprehensive plan pertaining to these
features;

2. Goals and policies relating to natural and historic resources such as wetlands, water
quality, woodlands, steep slopes, prime agricultural land, geology, flood plains, unique
natural areas, historic sites and other historic, natural or environmental features shall be
compatible with the goals, policies and maps in the county comprehensive plan or
supplemental studies adopted by the Berks County Planning Commission;

3. The housing element of the proposed municipal comprehensive plan or amendment
thereto shall provide adequate housing opportunities to meet the needs of present and
future residents in accord with guidelines pertaining to housing type and density as
prescribed in the Future Land Use Plan within the county comprehensive plan;

4. The location, timing and character of transportation facilities, community facilities,
water, sewer, stormwater management, and other utilities contained in applicable
elements of the proposed municipal comprehensive plan or amendment(s) thereto shall be
in accord with the policies of the county comprehensive plan, or supplemental studies
adopted by the Berks County Planning Commission;



5. The proposed municipal comprehensive plan or amendment shall provide for adequate
opportunities for the growth and retention of future and existing businesses in accord
with the economic policies of the county comprehensive plan including supplemental
studies performed by the County of Berks;

6. The proposed municipal comprehensive plan or amendment shall provide for the
protection of existing agricultural lands and agri-businesses that promote the long-term
viability of the agricultural economy and minimize land use conflicts in agricultural areas
as stated in the policies of the county comprehensive plan;

7. The goals and policies in the proposed municipal plan or amendment thereto shall be in
accord with the goals and policies of the county comprehensive plan. It is recognized that
municipal plans may incorporate issues that are important locally but are not relevant to
the goals and policies of the county comprehensive plan. Accordingly, the Berks County
Planning Commission will make a determination that such matters are of local concern
only, on a case by case basis.

8. Any finding of general consistency with the county comprehensive plan shall be based on
finding consistency for each of the seven items listed above. In reviewing municipal
plans for general consistency with the county plan, the Berks County Planning
Commission staff is directed to specify those items that are inconsistent, missing, or
incomplete and make recommendations to the local municipality on actions that should
be taken to create consistency between the municipal and county plans. Should the
planning staff determine that the county comprehensive plan should be updated, a
recommendation will be made to the Berks County Planning Commission and decisions
will be made on a case by case basis. Upon determination that an update is necessary, the
Berks County Planning Commission will forward its recommendations to the Berks
County Commissioners for the amendment process as regulated by the MPC.

9. Additionally, should a municipality submit an amendment to a municipal ordinance,
regulation, subdivision or land development plan, or other project/plan to the Berks
County Planning Commission for review and the proposed amendment, plan or project is
not consistent with the Berks County Comprehensive Plan 2030, a letter of inconsistency
or non-support will be issued based upon this policy.

ADOPTED this ' dayof Detolber 2013,

BERKS COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

V\‘c @/,.Chai an

Attest:
Segretary
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