
Progress is one of those words that can have good 

or bad results.  In the last Township Newsletter, I 

hope I instilled some insight as to the direction our 

community needs to focus. Due to the adoption of 

the recently updated Eastern Berks Joint  

Comprehensive Plan (a regional planning document  

involving the municipalities of Rockland Township 

and District Township, the Borough of Topton, as 

well as the Brandywine Heights School District), it is 

now necessary for the Township to review our  

Township Zoning Ordinance for consistency with our 

regional Joint Comprehensive Plan.  The Eastern 

Berks Region Comp Plan outlines a community 

vision that will allow for modest planned growth and 

development while protecting the region’s natural 

resources, farmland and community character.  The 

plan aims to protect the resources and to protect 

the region’s rural areas that have a mixture of 

prime agricultural soils, wooded areas, wetlands, 

farms, open spaces, wildlife habitat corridors, and 

pristine water resources.  In keeping with this  

regional community vision, Rockland Township 

adopted a vision statement, “Rockland Township, a 

rural pro-agricultural community.” In addition, going 

forward, I would like to propose the Board accept a 

mission statement as follows: “Land use that  

enriches a rural lifestyle.” 

It would be so simple if only zoning ordinances were 

required to direct building and land use.  There are, 

however, federal and state mandated laws (often 

unfunded) that puts local government right in the 

middle of enforcement.  Therefore, Township zoning 

ordinances must also be consistent with federal and 

state agency regulations (such as the EPA and PA 

DEP) and must also satisfy use requirements set 

forth by PA lawmakers.  The zoning ordinance is an 

important document which will guide planning and 

development in our community for years to come.  As 

the Township Planning Commission begins the effort 

to review and rewrite the Township Zoning Ordinance 

for consistency with our regional comprehensive 

plan, citizens are encouraged to attend meetings to 

take an active role in this process. The Planning 

Commission will start the zoning ordinance review  

process in October 2016.  A listing of upcoming  

Planning Commission meetings for 2016 is included 

on page 5 of this newsletter. In addition, residents 

should visit the Township website periodically to 

obtain up-to-date information on the Zoning  

Ordinance update process.  Your input at future  

Planning Commission meetings will be valuable and 

appreciated as we re-evaluate our zoning  needs and 

revise our zoning regulations.  
 

                  Duane Bennetch, Vice Chairman 

MESSAGE FROM THE VICE CHAIRMAN: 

MESSAGE FROM THE TOWNSHIP ROADMASTER: 

The Township Road Crew is requesting cooperation 

and assistance from Township residents in the 

forthcoming battle of snow and ice.  Many of the 

problems could be resolved if people just use  

common sense and consideration. 

 Remove your vehicles from the strees and cul-

de-sacs.  Please park all automobiles, boats, 

trailers, etc. in off-street areas.  This will  

eliminate the chance of having your vehicle 

towed during a snowfall or possible damage to 

private vehicles, prevent accidents and will aid 

in a more efficient means of operation. 

 Do not push or shovel snow out onto roads at 

any time.  It is against the law.  This creates 

hazardous driving conditions for all vehicles.  

 If you hire plowing or cleaning services, advise 

them not to push snow into the streets or in 

front of neighboring properties. 

 If possible, wait until after the street has been 

plowed before cleaning your driveway opening.  

Snow should be plowed and shoveled to the 
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TOWNSHIP OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday thru Friday 

9:00AM—4:00PM 

(NOTE: The Township Office 

will be closed between  

12:00 Noon—1:00PM for lunch.   

In addition, there will be times 

when the office will be closed 

due to illness, vacation, etc,).  

  

ALL OTHER TIMES BY  

APPOINTMENT ONLY. 

 

 

STAY INFORMED! 

Keep abreast of Township 

business, meetings and 

events by visiting the  

Township website at: 

www.co.berks.pa.us/MuniRockland 

 

Rockland Township 

Mailing Address: 

41 Deysher Road 

Fleetwood, PA 19522 

Phone:  (610) 682-6311 

Fax:  (610) 682-4717 

E-mail:  rocktwp1@ptd.net 
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right side of the driveway as you are facing the 

intersecting roadway.  By being plowed away 

from the direction of oncoming snow plows, 

this action will prevent the bulk of the snow 

from being pushed back onto the driveway.  

There is no way plowing can be accomplished 

without depositing snow into driveway  

openings. (The crews will get the streets 

plowed as quickly as possible. Priority is given 

to those streets with the greatest volume of 

traffic and school bus routes.) 

 

The Rockland Township Road Crew will be making 

every effort to assist the vehicular traffic during 

snow and ice conditions. Please cooperate with us 

so we can keep the Township roads safe.  During 

snow removal, the Township will not be responsi-

ble for damage to shrubbery, mailboxes, or any 

other private property located within the legally 

defined right-of-way. 

         Michael Pott, Roadmaster  



BERKS COUNTY SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION PROGRAM 

*Free to all Berks County residents 

DATE:  October 22, 2016 (Rain or Shine) 

 First Energy Stadium (Rt. 61—Reading) 

 8:00AM—2:00PM 

 

BERKS COUNTY SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY 

COMMUNITY SHREDDING EVENT 
DATE:  October 15, 2016  

 First Energy Stadium (Rt. 61—Reading) 

 8:00AM—2:00PM 

ELECTRONIC RECYCLING CENTER 

1316 Hilltop Rd., Leesport, PA  (Bern Twp) 

(Near the Reading Fairgrounds—Off Rt. 183) 

*Open every Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday (8:00AM—Noon) 

TIRE RECYCLING CENTER 

1316 Hilltop Rd., Leesport, PA  (Bern Twp) 

(Near the Reading Fairgrounds—Off Rt. 183) 

*Open every Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday (8:00AM—Noon) 

FOR ADDITIONAL RECYCLING INFORMATION, INCLUDING LISTS OF  

ACCEPTABLE ITEMS AND FEE SCHEDULES, PLEASE CONTACT: 

BERKS COUNTY SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY 

www.co.berks.pa.us/swa 

(610) 478-6362 

 

 

 

.  

The SWM Ordinance defines Earth Disturbance Activity as:  A  

construction or other human activity which disturbs the surface of 

land, including, but not limited to, clearing and grubbing, grading,  

excavations, embankments, land development, agricultural plowing or 

tilling, timber harvesting activities, road maintenance activities,  

mineral extraction, and the moving, depositing, stockpiling, or storing 

of soil, rock or earth materials.  No Earth Disturbance Activity may 

proceed until either a determination is made by the Township that the 

project is exempt, or a Minor Drainage Plan or Drainage Plan is  

approved.  So if you plan to build a garage, fill in a low spot in your 

front yard, eliminate a ditch by installing a pipe, make changes to your 

driveway, take down a bunch of trees to create lawn, clear and pave 

some extra parking, install a patio and pool area — you easily could 

need a permit.  

Why all the concern about stormwater, grading and erosion?  To some 

extent it is because both federal and state laws require it, but it’s 

more than that.  Federal, state and local regulations are all in an effort 

to protect Rockland Township’s streams, neighboring property, and 

Township roads.  Stormwater and erosion controls reduce flooding, 

improve groundwater recharge, prevent stream bank erosion, prevent 

pollution and reduce flooding of property, roads and bridges — and 

make for happier neighbors! 

Did you know Rockland Township has a Stormwater Management  

Ordinance (SWM Ordinance) that also covers grading and erosion  

control?  The latest version was last amended November 2011.  The first  

stormwater ordinance dates back to February 1998, and stormwater 

management has been required prior to that based on criteria in the 

Township’s Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance. 

All “Earth Disturbance Activity” is regulated by the SWM Ordinance.  Some 

activities are exempt.  Other activities require a Minor Drainage Plan, and 

still others require hiring a qualified professional to prepare a Drainage 

Plan.  This is dependent on the size and type of activity, the amount of  

impervious surface added and where the activity or surface is located on 

the lot.  The Township’s website (under the “Ordinances & Resolutions” 

and “Permits” tabs) contains specific information, or please call the 

Township Office, who may refer you to the Township Engineer, before 

undertaking any Earth Disturbance Activity. 

Keep in mind, being exempt does not mean that stormwater and erosion 

controls needs not be considered at all — it only means a written plan and 

written approval are not needed.  Steps must still be taken so that:   

Natural drainage systems are preserved, existing drainage problems are 

not worsened, groundwater recharge is maintained, degradation of 

streams is prevented, and erosion and sedimentation is contained at the 

source.  A permit could be required if any of these or other issues (as 

discussed in the SWM Ordinance) arise from an exempt Earth  

Disturbance Activity. 

RECYCLING INFORMATION 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE 

 
ALL TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS INVITED! 

 

COMMUNITY 
FIRE SAFETY DAY 

HELD AT 

LYONS VOL. FIRE CO. #1 
FIRE STATION—LYONS, PA 

INFO—610-682-7936 

 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2016 
9:00AM—2:00PM 

 
TALK TO YOUR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS 

AND SEE YOUR FIRE EQUIPMENT DISPLAYS AND 

DEMONSTRATIONS OF JAWS OF LIFE AND  

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS. 

SMOKEY BEAR 

While you visit, have lunch with us! 

PULLED PORK SANDWICHES—DUTCH FRIES 

PUMPKIN FUNNEL CAKES—LOCAL APPLE CIDER 
 

*Food proceeds benefit FIRE APPARATUS FUND. 

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK or LYONS35FIRE.COM 
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2016 ELECTION INFORMATION—IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
October 11, 2016—Last day to REGISTER to vote before the November election 

November 1, 2016—Last day to apply for a civilian absentee ballot 

November 4, 2016—Last day for County Board of Elections to receive voted civilian absentee ballots 

NOVEMBER 8, 2016—GENERAL ELECTION—Polls are open from 7:00AM-8:00PM 

 
  Voter registration forms can be obtained at the Township Office or from the Berks County Voter Registration Office. 

  Absentee ballots can be obtained from the Berks County Voter Registration Office. 

  The Township Office will be closed on November 8, 2016 (General Election). 

  New residents of Rockland Township must re-register to vote.   

 1st Precinct Polling Location: Rockland Township Municipal Building, 41 Deysher Road, Fleetwood, PA 19522 

 2nd Precinct Polling Location:   New Jerusalem UCC Church, 33 Lyons Road, Fleetwood, PA  19522.   

 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:   Berks County Election Services (Berks County Voter Registration Office) 

     Berks County Services Center, 633 Court Street, 1st Floor, Reading, PA  19601 

     Phone:  (610) 478-6490, Website: www.co.berks.pa.us/elections 

 

TWO NEWLY APPOINTED ALTERNATE ZONING HEARING BOARD MEMBERS 

Rockland Township welcomes two residents who were recently appointed to serve as Alternate Zoning Hearing Board 

members.  At the August 2016 Board of Supervisors meeting, the Board appointed Jenifer Geisinger and Robert  

Ralston as Alternate Zoning Hearing Board members.  The Township appreciates Jenifer and Robert’s desire to get 

involved and their willingness to serve our community.  From time to time, there is often a need to identify interested 

citizens to fill vacancies.  If you are interested in volunteering or getting involved, please contact the Township Office at 

(610) 682-6311 or via email at rocktwp1@ptd.net.  A volunteer form is also available on the Township’s website, un-

der the “Volunteer(s)” tab.   

 

 

NATE’S CORNER: 

The Board of Supervisors recently gave Rockland Township a 

direction as a rural, pro-agricultural community, by adopting a 

Township motto. However, something is missing.  Pennsylvania 

has an emblem. PennDOT has a logo. Many other  

Townships throughout the Commonwealth have emblems or 

logos representing their communities, unique characteristics, 

etc.  To the Board’s knowledge, Rockland Township  does not 

have an emblem or logo.  Therefore, the Township Supervisors 

are conducting a LOGO DESIGN CONTEST among the  

residents of Rockland Township to design and submit an  

emblem or logo for judging (approximately 12 inches in  

diameter).  All logo design entries shall be submitted to the 

Township Office by the end of the day on Tuesday, December 

13, 2016.  All entries or suggestions received by the Township 

will then be judged at the December 13, 2016 monthly Board 

meeting at 7:30PM at the Rockland Township Building. The 

winner will receive bragging rights only, with a right to sign the 

emblem/logo. 

       Nathan Ohlinger, Township Supervisor 

 
UPCOMING PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS: 

September 27, 2016 

 October 25, 2016 

November 29, 2016 

December 27, 2016 

The Planning Commission typically meets on the last 

Tuesday of each month. All meetings begin at 

7:30PM (unless stated otherwise) and are held at 

the Township Building.  All meetings are open to the 

public.  

*PLEASE NOTE:  THE ROCKLAND TOWNSHIP 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ BUDGET MEETING 

ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY, OCTOBER 

28, 2016 AT 1:00PM HAS BEEN CANCELLED AND 

RE-SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY, OCTOBER 

27, 2016 AT 1:00PM.  THE PURPOSE OF THIS 

MEETING IS TO DISCUSS THE 2017 BUDGET, AND 

THIS MEETING IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 



OPEN BURNING REGULATIONS 
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All open burning within Rockland Township must comply with the  

Township’s Burning Ordinance.  A copy of the ordinance is available on 

the Township website, under the “Ordinances & Resolutions” tab.  

Here are some important regulations set in place to promote safety 

while carrying out any open burning activity. 

 All open burning shall be attended by a person eighteen (18) 

years of age or older.  The open burning is to be attended to at all 

times. 

 The open burning shall not take place either before sunrise or 

after sunset. 

 The open burning shall be completely extinguished, including 

smoldering, by sunset. 

 Precautions are to be taken to regulate, control and extinguish the 

open burning through the use of fire extinguishers, water hoses, 

dirt, sand, or other fire extinguishing equipment which shall be 

readily available at the site of the open burning for immediate 

utilization. 

 All items burned shall be readily combustible. 

 

 No open burning shall be permitted within any street right-

of-way, gutter or swale. 

 There shall be no open burning of any toxic or household 

hazardous waste, including but not limited to, tires,  

plastics, petroleum-based products, paint, batteries,  

pressure treated wood or furniture. 

 The burn shall not include materials from a commercial, 

industrial or other similar non-residential use, including but 

not limited to, any materials from the salvaging, construc-

tion, and/or demolition of any structure. 

 All burning shall be done during appropriate weather  

conditions.  PLEASE NOTE: THERE MAY BE PERIODIC  

BURNING BANS INSTITUTED BY THE BOARD OF  

SUPERVISORS DURING DRY SPELLS. 

The Township always stresses the use of caution when carrying 

out any open burning activity and encourages all residents to be 

considerate of neighbors and neighboring properties. 

PERMITS REQUIRED 

Rockland Township is a zoned community.  The following are required: 

BUILDING AND/OR ZONING PERMIT: Required for (but not limited to) new construction, additions, alterations or changes to 

buildings, structures, and accessory buildings, sheds, patios, porches and decks, swimming pools (both in-ground and above-

ground), plumbing and electrical improvements, HVAC installations, signs, removal or demolition of any building or structure. 

DRIVEWAY PERMIT:  Required for the construction of a new driveway, to reconstruct, improve, pave or blacktop an  

existing driveway, and to construct and/or pave a drainage area of other means of ingress or egress to property which con-

nects to a Township or State road. 

SEWAGE PERMIT:  Required for the installation of any new on-site sewage system and corrections/repairs to any  

existing on-site system. 

SOLICITATION PERMIT:  Required prior to engaging in solicitation in Rockland Township. 

USE OR CHANGE OF USE:  Required for any activity, occupation, business or operation carried on or intended to be carried  

on in a structure or lot. 

PLEASE NOTE:  All projects and activities that may affect stormwater runoff (including land development and earth  

disturbance activities), are subject to regulation by the Rockland Township Stormwater Ordinance.  Therefore,  

adequate stormwater management is necessary to comply with the SWM Ordinance — particularly in watersheds draining  

to high quality (HQ) or exceptional value (EV) waters.  In addition, the Berks County Conservation District must receive and 

review all Erosion and Sedimentation Plans, for earth disturbances of 5,000 square feet or greater, as required in  

accordance with Chapter 102 of the PA Code. 

 

Other permits may be required for certain activities.  Please contact 

the Township Code Enforcement Officer, Michael Schwenk, Schwenks 

Code Enforcmeent, LLC, or the Township Office before you begin a  

project or activity to confirm whether or not a permit may be required.   



SPOTTED LANTERNFLY QUARANTINE EXPANDED 

ROCKLAND TOWNSHIP 

Pennsylvania’s Spotted Lanternfly quarantine has been expanded to include Maxatawny Township and Kutztown Borough in Berks County 

and Upper Milford Township and Emmaus Borough in Lehigh County after small populations of the invasive species were found in those  

areas.  These detections are in municipalities adjacent to previously quarantined areas.  In addition to the new areas where the invasive  

pest has been found, the quarantine also includes: 

BERKS COUNTY:  Amity, Colebrookdale, District, Douglass, Earl, Hereford, Longswamp, Oley, Pike, Rockland and Washington Townships and 

the Boroughs of Bally, Bechtelsville, Boyertown and Topton 

BUCKS COUNTY:  Milford Township and Trumbauersville Borough 

CHESTER COUNTY:  South Coventry Township 

LEHIGH COUNTY:  Lower Macungie Township, and the Boroughs of Alburtis and Macungie 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY:  Douglass, New Hanover, and Upper Hanover Townships and the Boroughs of East Greenville, Pennsburg and Red Hill 

IDENTIFICATION:  The Spotted Lanternfly adult is approximately 1” long and 1/2” wide at rest.  The forewing is grey with black spots and 

the wings tips are reticulated black blocks outlined in grey.  The hind wings have contrasting patches of red and black with a white band.  The 

legs and head are black; the abdomen is yellow with broad black bands.  Immature stages are black with white spots, and develop red  

patches as they grow. 

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS:  IN THE SPRING, beginning in late April to mid-May, nymphs may be found on smaller plants and vines, and any 

new growth on trees and shrubs.  (Fruit trees and grapes may be more susceptible to damage and mortality when larger populations of lan-

ternflies are found nearby.)  As the year progresses third and fourth instar nymphs and adults will migrate to the tree of heaven (Ailanthus  

altissima), as a primary host, and may be seen feeding on the trunk and branches of the tree.  Trees can be afflicted with weeping wounds of 

sap on the trunks, with heavy populations causing honey dew secretions to build up at the base of the tree, blackening the base of the tree 

and surrounding soil around the base with sooty mold fungal growth.  Increased activity of wasps, hornets, bees, and ants can be seen  

feeding on honeydew secretions and at tree wounds.  In large population areas, adults will also be seen feeding on other trees in the  

surrounding area, including willows, maples, tulip poplars, birch, ash, and others.  IN LATE SEPTEMBER OR EARLY OCTOBER, the Spotted 

Lanternfly begins laying eggs in masses of 30 to 50 eggs, covered in a brown, mud-like substance.  Egg masses may be found on adult host 

trees, especially tree of heaven, moderately-sized stones and other smooth surfaced outdoor items, such as lawn furniture, stone and brick 

work, and outdoor recreational vehicles.  The egg mass poses, perhaps, the greatest risk for accidental transport of the Spotted Lanternfly to 

new areas. 

All Pennsylvanians are encouraged to watch for the Spotted Lanternfly.  Residents can assist with the eradication effort. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

 LIMIT THE SPREAD OF SPOTTED LANTERNFLY.  You can take the following steps personally to limit the chance you may spread 

Spotted Lanternfly.   

 If you must move items from inside the affected area, please utilize the “Spotted Lanternfly Quarantine Checklist” 
before you move them out of the area to be in compliance with the quarantine.  It is important to inspect items and 
destroy any living spotted lanternflies or egg masses before you move items out of the quarantine area.  

 You can also check your vehicle for hitch hiking lanternflies (or egg masses) if you plan to leave the quarantine  
area. 

 You can take steps to not park or leave items under tree lines to reduce the risk of Spotted Lanternfly  
becoming an unwelcome hitch hiker and to eliminate the possibility of spotted lanternflies which are living in the 
trees from laying eggs on the cars under the tree(s).  

 If you find spotted lanternfly in Rockland Township, you should try to kill them.  Please refer to the “What to do if 
you find the Spotted Lanternfly on your property” information sheet prepared by PennState Extension on the  
Township’website.  

 Egg masses are live and viable from about October through July.  IF YOU SEE EGG MASSES, SCRAPE THEM OFF, DOUBLE BAG 

THEM AND THROW THEM AWAY.  You can also place the eggs into alcohol or hand sanitizer to kill them.  Please report all de-

stroyed egg masses on the website listed below. 

 

Many sites within the infested area have high populations of spotted lanternflies.  Every landowner who effectively 

uses control measures will help to reduce the potential for this insect to spread to new territory. 
 

FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION, VISIT:  www.agriculture.pa.gov/Protect/PlantIndustry/spotted_lanternfly 
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