
Commissioners’ Board Meeting Minutes 
May 21, 2020 

 
The Berks County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Thursday, May 21, 
2020, at 10:00 A.M. via Microsoft Teams Live, pursuant to due notice to Board members 
and the public.   
 
Commissioner Chair Christian Y. Leinbach called the meeting to order with 
Commissioner Kevin S. Barnhardt and Commissioner Michael S. Rivera in attendance.  
Also present were County Solicitor Christine M. Sadler, Chief Administrative Officer 
Ronald R. Seaman and Maryjo Gibson, Chief Clerk. 
 
Commissioner Leinbach opened the meeting with a moment of silence and Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Commissioner Leinbach announced there were three Executive Sessions; May 18, 2020 
dealing with litigation and union negotiations; May 19, 2020 dealing with litigation and 
personnel and May 20, 2020 dealing with personnel. 
 
Commissioner Leinbach announced the meeting will operate under the Public Comment 
Rules. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The minutes of the May 14, 2020 Commissioners’ Board Meeting, the May 14, 2020 
Phase 3 Recovery and Beyond Meeting and the 2020 Operations Meeting were approved 
as presented. 
 
Public Comment on Agenda Items 
None. 
 
Agenda Items  
 
1. A motion was made by Commissioner Barnhardt and seconded by  

Commissioner Rivera, and all voted unanimously to approve the items listed 
below: 

 
158.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing 2020 Appropriations in the 

amount of $471,595 per listing dated May 18, 2020. 
 

159.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing the award and Director of 
Contracts and Procurement to execute three (3) agreements as a 
result of Invitation to Bid #19-43-ES, for Institutional Linens for 
the supply and delivery for the Berks Heim, the Jail System and 
Berks County Residential Center for a one (1) year contract to 
the following vendors: 
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  Bob Barker Company, Inc. 
  7925 Purfoy Road 

    Fuquay Varina, NC 27526 
       Estimated Annual Expenditure: $673.32 
 
  Medline Industries Inc. 
  Three Lakes Drive 
  Northfield, IL 60093 
      Estimated Annual Expenditure: $2,709.44 
 
  Phoenix Textile Corporation 
  21 Commerce Drive 
  O’Fallen, MO 63366 
     Estimated Annual Expenditure: $ 4,565.23 

The County of Berks reserves the right to extend for two 
additional one year terms at the unit prices herein, upon mutual 
agreement of both parties. 
 

160.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing the appointment of Jane Goetz, 
Leesport, Pennsylvania, to the Berks County Parks and 
Recreation Board, for a term ending December 31, 2022, to fill 
the unexpired term of  Joseph Brown, who resigned. 

161.2020 Adopt a resolution of the Berks County Board of 
Commissioners amending the 2018 Action Plan and the 2019 
Action Plan to allocate certain funds from the CDBG Program 
to the Berks County Redevelopment Authority for general 
administration, and Special Economic Development activities 
directed to small businesses; and further ratifies, confirms and 
approves execution by Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, indicating 
approval by the Board and providing assurance, certifications, 
contracts, agreements and supplemental or revised data that the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development may 
request in conjunction with the amended 2018 and 2019 Action 
Plans and additional funding from the CARES Act. 
 

162.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to 
execute the 2020-2021 Renewal Quotation to PCoRP 
(Pennsylvania Counties Risk Pool, a program of the County 
Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania), and Excess Crime 
coverage with Travelers Insurance, as presented by EHD. This 
includes the appropriate quarterly compensation agreement 
presented by EHD who charges a discounted fee in lieu of 
accepting carrier commissions. This fee remains unchanged 
from the current agreement. 
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163.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing execution of the renewal grant 
application for the 2020-2023 VOCA – Enhancing Services to 
Berks County Victims through Pennsylvania Crime and 
Delinquency (“PCCD”) for the District Attorney’s Office.  The 
grant is in the amount of $173,547.00 and is 100% federally 
funded. 
 

164.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to 
execute the Amendment to the Master Services Agreement 
between Global Tel*Link Corporation, Inc., Falls Church, 
Virginia, and the County of Berks, to include the provision by 
GTL of one Tek84 Intercept Full Body Scanner at no cost to the 
County, and further extending the term of the agreement for an 
additional five (5) year term from April 2, 2024 through  
April 4, 2029. 
 

165.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing the reappointment of Michael P. 
Fischetti Vice President–Human Resources for Reading Truck 
Body, LLC, to the Berks County Workforce Development 
Board for a completion term from April 27, 2020 to June 30, 
2022. 
 

166.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing the appointment of Jennie 
Rodriguez-Priest, Director – Human Resources at Stevens & 
Lee / Griffin, to the Berks County Workforce Development 
Board for a term from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2023. 
 

167.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing the appointment of Scott Mengle, 
Vice President of Human Resources for Penn State Health – St. 
Joseph, to the Berks County Workforce Development Board for 
a term from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2023. 
 

168.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing the appointment of David H. 
Turner, Regional External Affairs Manager with FirstEnergy 
Corp. (Met-Ed), to the Berks County Workforce Development 
Board for a term from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2023. 
 

169.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing the appointment of Ashley N. 
Chambers, Senior Vice President of Community Impact at the 
United Way of Berks County, to the Berks County Workforce 
Development Board for a term from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 
2023. 
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170.2020 Adopt a resolution ratifying, confirming and approving 
execution of the Designation of Agent Resolution for DR-4506–
COVID-19 designating Laura Jones, Deputy Director of Budget 
& Finance, to execute on behalf of the County of Berks, the 
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency Public 
Assistance Grant Program Agreement, and all required forms 
and documents for the purposes of obtaining financial assistance 
under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief Emergency 
Assistance Act. 
 

171.2020 Adopt a resolution amending Resolution No. 142-2020 adopted 
May 7, 2020, to include the designation of Ronald R. Seaman, 
Chief Administrative Officer, and Robert Patrizio, Chief 
Financial Officer, for purposes of applying for the CESF 
funding and providing necessary information and all other related 
purposes, and formally designates Ronald R. Seaman, Chief 
Administrative Officer, and Robert Patrizio, Chief Financial 
Officer, as signing authorities on behalf of the County, and to 
submit any and all documentation on behalf of the County as 
may be necessary for the purpose of applying for any and all other 
grants or funding in any way related to the COVID-19 emergency. 
 

172.2020 Adopt a resolution ratifying, confirming and approving Kelly A. 
Laubach, Director of Contracts and Procurement, execution of  
the Product Supply Agreement between Electrostatic 
Sanitization Services, LLC, Fleetwood, Pennsylvania, and the 
County of Berks to provide electrostatic disinfecting and 
sanitization services for County facilities for a one year period 
beginning May 21, 2020. 
 

173.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to 
execute the Emergency Purchasing Agreement between Berks 
County and Witt O’Brien’s LLC, Houston, Texas, to provide 
Cost Recovery and Emergency Management Advisory Services, 
subject to final review and approval by the County Solicitors’ 
Office. 
 

174.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to 
execute the ESG-CV Grant Program Application to the 
Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic 
Development (DCED) to provide funds in the amount of 
$300,000 to allow the County, in conjunction with the Berks 
Coalition to End Homelessness and the Berks County 
Redevelopment Authority, to meet unfunded program needs by 
offering homelessness prevention and rapid re-housing services 
to more individuals and families throughout Berks County. 
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2. Motion authorizing execution of Contract Agreements/Amendments as furnished 
by the Contract Coordinator per listing dated May 18, 2020.  
Commissioner Leinbach reported there are 9 contracts and referenced the 
departments. 

 
3. Motion authorizing payments set forth on Controller’s Office vouchers payable 

listing dated May 18, 2020 for week ending May 19, 2020 and the payment of 
electronic transfers and employee payroll. 

 
Reports 
 
1.         County Treasurer A. Dennis Adams, CPA submitted a prepared weekly 

Treasurer’s report. 
 

2. The Controller’s weekly report was presented by County Controller Sandy 
 Graffius. 

 
REPORT OF CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
No report today. 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Barnhardt 
Commissioner Barnhardt reported the conference call he and Commissioner Leinbach 
participated in with Governor Wolf last Friday, he asked about the CARES Act funding. 
The Governor would like to engage State legislators to appropriately disburse that 
money, and as of this morning, the money has not yet been received.   
Commissioner Barnhardt stated there is a lot pressure on the County to put together 
testing, contact tracing, mass purchase of PPEs, which is all part of CARES Act funding. 
Commissioner Barnhardt reported he will be receiving a proposal from Co-County 
Wellness this morning that he will be presenting to his colleagues for their review and 
comment. Commissioner Barnhardt is aware of the concerns some people have about 
contact tracing, but assures everyone it is only voluntary. 
Commissioner Barnhardt thanked his colleagues for approving the Witt O’Brien 
agreement.  The County does not have the bandwidth to pursue and secure all the grants 
coming from Washington and the State, and Witt O’Brien will shepherd the County 
through the process and with compliance. 
Commissioner Barnhardt reported there will be a meeting this afternoon with the Greater 
Reading Chamber Alliance, Community Development and County Leadership Team to 
pull together a CARES Act format regarding testing, contact tracing, PPE and to rebuild 
the community and businesses. 
Commissioner Barnhardt thanked Joseph Brown who served almost ten years on the 
Berks County Parks and Recreation Board.  Mr. Brown is being replaced by Jane Goetz, 
a well-known woman who was instrumental in saving the Epler School.  
Commissioner Barnhardt announced the actual move of the School will be the second 
week of June. 
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Commissioner Barnhardt learned through his outreach with Helping Harvest, their annual 
budget is $400,000 to purchase food, they have already purchased in excess of  
$1 million, and are distributing around 250,000 pounds of food, which is double their 
capacity.  Helping Harvest is also finding it difficult to purchase food and are contacting 
local food manufacturers. Commissioner Barnhardt requested any local food 
manufacturers to please contact Helping Harvest. 
Commissioner Barnhardt reported May 26, 2020 is the deadline to apply for an Absentee 
or Mail In Ballot, and Elections Services is still looking for interpreters, Judges of 
Election, machine inspectors, and other positions.  Please contact Election Services to 
volunteer.  Commissioner Barnhardt reported there are 202 Polling Places available to 
vote. 
Commissioner Barnhardt again encouraged everyone to complete their Census 2020 
form, and he expects the federal government to move the enumeration date to October 31, 
2020. 
Commissioner Barnhardt thanked Melissa Wolf and Wendy Reber, daughters of Linda 
Wolf who recently passed from COVID19 at the Berks Heim, for recommending Melissa 
Jacobs, a Nurse at the Berks Heim, to Channel 6 News for their Hometown Heroes story 
that aired last night. Melissa and Wendy didn’t want their mother to die alone, so Melissa 
Jacobs sat and held their mother’s hand.   
 
Commissioner Rivera  
Commissioner Rivera asked small businesses that want to apply for the small business 
loan to provide a letter to the County to send to Governor Wolf, and include your name, 
type of business, contact information of owner or manager of the firm, and state how the 
big box stores directly compete with your company or what products or services they sell 
that competes with your business, and what detailed measures you will take to address 
COVID19 issue should you be able to reopen.  Commissioner Rivers said small 
businesses can also send the same letter directly to the Governor. 
Commissioner Rivera mentioned the County is holding weekly press updates, and 
yesterday we heard from local health care professionals.  The events are broadcast on 
BCTV’s You Tube page, the County’s website on Microsoft Teams Live. 
Commissioner Rivera thanked those who are working on the front lines, putting their 
health at risk in helping the community. 
 
Commissioner Leinbach 
Commissioner Leinbach  commented yesterday’s weekly press update highlighted how 
the County works very closely and has for years with our two major health care providers 
through our Department of Emergency Services. Commissioner Leinbach thanked the 
health care professionals that participated yesterday, Dr. Debra Powell, Section Chief for 
Infectious Diseases and Medial Director for Infection Prevention at Tower 
Health/Reading Hospital; Dr. Michael Baxter, past Chair Berks Medical Society and past 
Chair of Tower Health Family and Community Medicine; and Dr. Jeffrey Held, Vice 
President of Medial Affairs at Penn State/St. Joseph’s Hospital; and Dr. Edward 
Michalik, Psy.D., Berks County MH/DD Administrator. We rely heavily on these health 
care providers. 
Commissioner Leinbach said his question to the Governor last Friday was why the big 
box stores like Walmart, Home Depot, Target and Lowes are making a killing with 
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packed stores and parking lots, and how can you say that it is safe or fair to our local 
jewelers, flooring companies, florists, computer stores, clothing boutiques, etc., that these 
big box stores are selling the same things as our small businesses who can much easier 
control and protect their employees and customers.  The Governor acknowledged the 
system is not perfect, and is willing to take a look at this issue.  The Governor provided 
the County a contact in his administration, and stated the County released a press 
statement asking any small business who believes it is in direct competition with big box 
stores to contact the County and provide the information Commissioner Rivera 
mentioned earlier in his comments.  
Commissioner Leinbach mentioned Flag Zone, Boyertown, Pennsylvania, received a 
Waiver to reopen, and with the assistance of Penske Trucking, who donated a box truck 
to pick up the 50,000 flags, and the Blue Knights Motorcycle Club, active and retired law 
enforcement individuals, volunteered to pick up the flags.  The flags have been 
distributed to the cemeteries and will be placed for Memorial Day. 
Commissioner Leinbach read a poem written by Shauna Rudd published in May 2018 in 
observance of Memorial Day. 
 
ELECTED OFFICIALS’ COMMENTS 
County Controller Graffius reported the Controller’s Office Financial Statement will be 
completed on time, and thanked her staff who worked remotely from home under 
difficult conditions. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR 
There were 4 comments read by Mary Buerer, Executive Assistant, and are attached. 
 
Commissioner Barnhardt responded to the comment regarding creating a  department of 
health. This is a subject for another day, standing up a department during a crisis is not a 
real conceivable endeavor, but noted the County has received a proposal from Co-County 
Wellness to begin contact tracing. 
Commissioner Barnhardt responded to the comment about testing at the BCRC, by 
clarifying they are not guards, they are caseworkers for the residents, and as of this 
morning, there have been no positive cases at the BCRC. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:44 A.M.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
________________________________ 
Maryjo Gibson, Chief Clerk 
 


