Commissioners’ Board Meeting Minutes
June 11, 2020

The Berks County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Thursday, June 11,
2020, at 10:00 A.M. via Microsoft Teams Live, pursuant to due notice to Board members
and the public.

Commissioner Chair Christian Y. Leinbach called the meeting to order with
Commissioner Kevin S. Barnhardt and Commissioner Michael S. Rivera in attendance.
Also present were County Solicitor Christine M. Sadler, Chief Administrative Officer
Ronald R. Seaman and Maryjo Gibson, Chief Clerk.

Commuissioner Leinbach opened the meeting with a moment of silence and Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Commissioner Leinbach announced there were 3 Executive Sessions; 2 on June 4, 2020
dealing with personnel and one June 10, 2020 dealing with personnel.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of June 4, 2020 Commissioners’ Meeting, the June 4, 2020 Phase 3
Recovery and Beyond Meeting and the June 9, 2020 Operations Meeting were approved
as presented.

Public Comment on Agenda Items
None

Commissioner Leinbach provided the rules for participation by the public in the
Microsoft Teams Live Commissioners’ Meeting.

Agenda ltems
1. A motion was made by Commissioner Barnhardt to approve the Agenda as

presented. Said motion was seconded by Commissioner Rivera, and all voted
unanimously to approve the items listed below:

188.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing 2020 Budget Transfers in the
amount of $932,274 and 2020 Appropriations in the amount of
$1,408,202 per listing dated June 8, 2020.

189.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Human Resources
Recommendations per listing dated June 11, 2020 as follows:

1. Authorize the appointment of Stephanie Weaver to
PC013438 Public Relations Officer — Commissioners,
effective 06/17/2020. Rate of $60,000/annually. Salary
range Minimum $45,711; Midpoint $60,948; Maximum
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190.2020

191.2020

192.2020

$76,186. Position created by Salary Board on
05/07/2020. This request meets the criteria of the
Hiring Policy. Budget 10000 — 11010.

2. Authorize the appointment of Antonella Capece to
PCO013020 Assistant Public Defender I — Public
Defender’s Office, effective 06/17/2020. Rate of
$53,500/annually. Salary range Minimum $44,690;
Midpoint $59,587; Maximum $74,483. Replacement
for Nathan Volpi who separated. This request meets
the criteria of the Hiring Policy. Budget 10000 —
11570.

3. Authorize the utilization of a temporary agency for two
(2) Data Entry Clerk positions — Treasurer’s Office,
effective July 13, 2020 through August 28, 2020.
Positions are requested to assist with the increase in
data entry associated with the annual processing of
hunting licenses. Rate not to exceed $17.00/hour. This
request meets the criteria of the Hiring Policy. Budget
10000 — 11090.

Adopt a resolution of the Board of Commissioners approving
and accepting the Promissory Note from the Redevelopment
Authority of the County of Berks (“RDA”) in the amount of
$1,408,202.00 regarding the credit accommodation the County
of Berks has extended to the RDA, the grant amount awarded to
the RDA from the Community Development Block Grant
program through the Department of Housing and Urban
Development to assist small businesses impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Adopt a resolution authorizing execution of the Department of
Agriculture State Food Purchase Program 5-year Grant
Agreement for the use State funds to purchase, transport, store
and distribute food to individuals who qualify as Program
participants. This is a pass-through grant to the Greater Berks
Food Bank.

Adopt a resolution of the Board of County Commissioners
authorizing the Berks County Solid Waste Authority, on behalf
of Berks County, to apply for the Municipal Recycling Program
Performance Grant to Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection, Bureau of Waste Management for
Calendar Year 2019.
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193.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Terence J. Brennan,
Administrator of the Berks Heim Nursing and Rehabilitation, to
execute the Memorandum of Agreement Request to Non-
Compliant Providers with Livanta, LLC, for the review of
appeals of Medicare determination requests from residents or
other responsible parties at the Berks Heim.

194.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing the Chief Clerk to advertise
enactment of County Ordinance No. 02-2020 amending the
Intergovernmental Agreement authorized and made a part of
County Ordinance 01-06 regarding the number of alternates on
the Berks County UCC (“Uniform Construction Code”) Board
of Appeals from three (3) to five (5), and ratifying and
approving all prior nonconforming agreements.

2. Motion authorizing execution of Contract Agreements/Amendments as furnished
by the Contract Coordinator per listing dated June 9, 2020.
Commissioner Leinbach reported there are 9 contracts and referenced the
departments.

3. Motion authorizing payments set forth on Controller’s Office vouchers payable
for week ending June 9, 2020 and the payment of electronic transfers and
employee payroll.

Reports

1. County Treasurer A. Dennis Adams, CPA submitted a prepared weekly
Treasurer’s report.

2. The Controller’s weekly report was presented by County Controller Sandy
Graffius.

REPORT OF CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
No report.

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS

Commissioner Barnhardt

Commissioner Barnhardt commented the hiring of Stephanie Weaver as Public
Information Officer is a new position, and long overdue, and will allow the
Commissioners to continue to communicate and interact with the public on what is taking
place in County government.

Commissioner Barnhardt asked his colleagues for an additional stipend to increase
funding for Census 2020, reporting the Census committee has already received an
additional $20,000 from the Community Development Block Grant. Commissioner
Barnhardt said it does appear Washington will extend the enumeration date to October
31, but we must continue to press the Reading community to better respond.
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Commissioner Barnhardt reported Contact Testing is moving forward. Co-County
Wellness 1s in the process of training and a group will be ready to go next week.
Commissioner Barnhardt said we are still getting mixed messages and conflicting
information regarding the CARES Act allocation, and just found out we must now submit
an application to DCED for our allocation and what we will spend it on.

Commissioner Barnhardt reported we are working with Witt O’Brien’s on a community
needs assessment survey to find out the needs of the community and to get a sense of
what has already been applied, what has been received or what is anticipated to be
received. The survey will help Berks County build its case why we should receive much
more funding that we are currently receiving. Sample surveys will be sent to 24 different
community groups to get a sense if the survey is easy to navigate.

Commissioner Leinbach asked if there is a motion on the additional funding for the
Census. Commissioner Barnhardt motioned to allocate an additional $7,000 to Berks
County 2020 Census effort. Said motion was seconded by Commissioner Rivera.

The motion carried.

Commissioner Rivera

Commissioner Rivera congratulated the students and teachers at Reading Southern
Middle School for placing 2™ in the State-wide What's So Cool about Manufacturing
competition. The students highlighted Novipax, LLC, in Muhlenberg Township.
Commissioner Rivera announced the City of Reading’s Small Business loan program
deadline has been extended to June 15th, and the County’s Small Business Restart
Program application is open from June 15 to June 19, 2020, and is offering $2,500 to
$10,000. More information can be found at www.doyourpartberks.com, and on the
Neighborhood Housing website.

Commissioner Rivera reported Greater Reading Chamber Alliance (“GRCA”) is offering
a free online Reopen Your Business Certificate program from June 15, 16 and 17, 2020.
Information can be found on GRCA website.

Commissioner Rivera reported work is continuing with the Redevelopment Authority and
the Coalition for Homeless on rental/housing assistance, and will share information when
it 1s available.

Commissioner Leinbach

Commissioner Leinbach complimented the County’s Information System Team for doing
a great job managing and producing the Microsoft Live programs for County public
meetings.

Commissioner Leinbach welcomed Stephanie Weaver who will start next week and will
be a great addition to the team. There were 30 applications and the decision to hire
Stephanie was unanimous.

Commissioner Leinbach continues to be frustrated in figuring out all the different aspects
of the CARES Act, including information regarding going Green.

Commissioner Leinbach thought we were given clear metrics from the State on what they
will be measuring to determine when a county goes from yellow to green, and believes
we will meet those metrics to go green on June 19. But yesterday in a conversation with
DOH and Governor’s Office, we are told at the end of 14 we will go green in 21 days.
We are extremely disappointing and not consistent what they previously stated publicly.
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Commissioner Leinbach will participate in a task force call tomorrow with Governor
Wolf and will press the Governor on that issue.

Commissioner Leinbach read a monologue on observing Flag Day and the relationship to
the tragic death of George Floyd, and speech given by Abraham Lincoln regarding the
words from Declaration of Independence, that all men are created equal and the God-
given rights of Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.

ELECTED OFFICIALS’ COMMENTS
None.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

There were 18 comments that are attached and made a part of the Minutes.

Mary Buerer, Executive Assistant to Commissioner Leinbach, read all the comments
except those who submitted more than one comment and those with no name and/or
address.

Commissioner Barnhardt responded to the 3 comments regarding to the Berks County
Residential Center by reporting in April 2 residents and one staff was tested, and all three
were negative. Commissioner Barnhardt also reported the staff is constantly monitoring
temperatures and symptoms, and if there are new admission(s) they are tested and
quarantined for 14 days.

Commissioner Rivera responded to the following comments:

e The march is South Heidelberg Township —

Commissioner Rivera will be participating in the march for peace in South
Heidelberg Township on Sunday.

e Community engagement —

Commissioner Rivera responded that the Commissioners continue to provide the
community with weekly updates on Wednesday afternoons that are open to the
public and the public is invited and encouraged to submit comments and/or
questions.

e Logging police misconduct -

Commissioner Rivera said the State is working on legislation that will create
some sort of repository to log in misconduct reports, and suggested the public
reach out to their State legislators encouraging them to move forward with this
legislation. Many of the law enforcement associations and police association are
behind this legislation.

e County has never changed our stance on being safe and look out for the most
vulnerable. The County continues everyone, including businesses, to continue to
follow the health and safety guidelines of the CDC and DOH

e Small businesses to support black lives matter.

Would welcome any ideas regarding this.

Commuissioner Leinbach responded as follows:
e Making meeting more accessible —
Commissioner Leinbach continue to look for every way possible to make more
access and highlighted the County’s Facebook and You Tube pages; and when we
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do have go back to in person meetings, the Commissioners will continue with
Microsoft Live, Facebook, You Tube live by making Berks County government
more accessible to the people.

The appointment of Stephanie Weaver as Public Information Officer —
Commissioner Leinbach commented that by hiring Stephanie, and is being about
being proactive as a County is making sure we do everything we can to let public
know what we are doing thinking a talking about, and getting the public involved.
Policing comments —

Berks County only has direct oversight of the Berks County Jail and corrections
officers, that is a component of law enforcement, and responsibility rests with the
County Commissioners, and we did not suggest that if you have a problem just go
to police. Secondly, it is important for the county to understand its role and
municipalities to understand their role. Has discussed with his colleagues, CCAP
and NACo and as elected officials must look at enhanced HR policies, integrity
testing and enhanced background checks, look at the Collective Bargaining
Agreements with unions that represent law enforcement to make certain that bad
law enforcement individuals are not protected and serious issue of misplaced
loyalty.

Regarding police in schools —

That is a question for the school districts to address.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:02 A.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Maryjo Gibson, Chief Clerk
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