Commissioners’ Board Meeting Minutes
July 16, 2020

The Berks County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Thursday, July 16,
2020, at 10:00 A.M. via Microsoft Teams Live, pursuant to due notice to Board members
and the public.

Commissioner Chair Christian Y. Leinbach called the meeting to order with
Commissioner Kevin S. Barnhardt and Commissioner Michael S. Rivera in attendance.
Also present were County Solicitor Christine M. Sadler, Chief Administrative Officer
Ronald R. Seaman and Maryjo Gibson, Chief Clerk.

Commissioner Leinbach opened the meeting with a moment of silence and Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Commissioner Leinbach announced there was an Executive Session held yesterday, July
15, 2020 dealing with litigation, personnel and real estate.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the July 8, 2020 Operations Meeting, the July 9, 2020 Commissioners’
Meeting and the July 14, 2020 Operations Meeting were approved as presented.

Commissioner Leinbach provided the platform and rules for participation by the public in
the Microsoft Teams Live Commissioners’ Meeting

Public Comment on Agenda Items
None.

Agenda Items

T, A motion was made by Commissioner Barnhardt to approve the Agenda as
presented. Said motion was seconded by Commissioner Rivera, and all voted
unanimously to approve the items listed below:

235.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing 2020 Budget Transfers in the
amount of $34,700 and 2020 Appropriations in the amount of
$124,839 per listing dated July 13, 2020.

236.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Human Resources
Recommendations per listing dated July 16, 2020 as follows:

1. Authorize the appointment of Sara Torres to PC010214
Bilingual/HAVA Coordinator — Election Services,
effective 07/22/2020. Rate of $42,000/annually. Salary
range Minimum $37,751; Midpoint $50,334; Maximum
$62,918. Replacement for Virginia Nunez who separated.
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237.2020

238.2020

This request meets the criteria of the Hiring Policy.
Budget 10000 — 11050.

2. Authorize the promotion of Leslie Gaines from
PC013100 Assistant Cataloging Librarian to PC010213
Bibliographic Service Manager — Library System,
effective 07/22/2020. Rate of $55,000/annually. Salary
range Minimum $45,814; Midpoint $61,086; Maximum
$76,357. Replacement for Mary Romig who is retiring.
This request meets the criteria of the Hiring Policy.
Budget 10000 — 16050.

Adopt a resolution authorizing execution of the Designation of
Agent Resolution for PEMA-DAP-1 designating Brian A.
Gottschall, Director of Emergency Services, execution for and
on behalf of the County of Berks of all required forms and
documents for the purpose of obtaining financial assistance
under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act for DR-4506 — COVID-19.

Adopt a resolution authorizing the creation of a Berks County
Government COVID-19 Healthcare Advisory Panel (“Panel”) to
advise the Berks County Board of Commissioners (“Board”) on
COVID-19 related matters; and whose objective is to provide
professional COVID-19 related healthcare advice to the Board
regarding specific issues facing the County generally, or County
agencies or departments specifically; and further, to proactively
provide input regarding COVID-19 to the Board as the
Advisory Panel may deem necessary; and BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED the following individuals and positions are
appointed to the Panel effective immediately:

D. Michael Baxter MD, Pane] Chair

Former Chair, Department of Family and Community

Medicine Reading Hospital (Retired)

Jeffrey Held, MD (Penn State Health St. Joseph System
Representative)Vice President of Medical Affairs, Penn State
Health St. Joseph Medical Center

Mary Kelleher, MD (Non-affiliated Community Physician
Representative) Chief Medical Officer, Berks Community
Health Center

Debra Powell, MD (Reading Hospital/Tower Health System
Representative), Chief Section of Infectious Disease/
Medical Director of Infection Prevention, Reading
Hospital/Tower Health
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Monica Reyes (Non-Physician Community Representative)
Health and Human Services Program Officer -
Berks County Community Foundation

Director of Emergency Services, who shall serve ex officio
as a non-voting member.

Executive Director, Berks County Medical Society, who
shall serve ex officio as a non-voting member

The Commissioners created this Panel to assist the County in
processing all the information sent by the Federal government,
the Governor’s Office, the CDC and Department of Health, and
help the County do a better job and bring clarity to matters that
are often confusing. This is a voluntary effort, there is no
compensation.

239.2020 Adopt a resolution of the Board of Commissioners approving
the Next Generation Farmer Loan Program to provide financing
in the total amount of $412,500 for Ivan S. and Arlene B.
Burkholder, for property located at 1179 Pleasant Hill Road,
Maidencreek Township, Fleetwood, Berks County, PA; and
further authorizes Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to execute the
Approval of Applicable Elected Representative form and the
letter of approval to Ivan S. and Arlene B. Burkholder.

The Next Generation Farmer Loan Program provides financing
to eligible next generation farmers to purchase land and other
capital-intensive assets to begin their agriculture enterprise
through the Berks County Industrial Development Authority
and the Greater Berks Development and the Central and
Western Chester County Industrial Development Authority.
The approval by Berks County shall not in any way pledge or
obligate the credit or taxing power of the County of Berks, nor
shall the County of Berks be liable for the payment of the
principal of or interest on any obligation issued by the Central
and Western Chester County Industrial Development Authority.

240.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Alan D. Piper, Transportation
Planner, to electronically execute Letter of Amendment 3 to the
General Reimbursement Agreement for Federal Aid Projects
(No. R17050008-3) between the Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation (PennDOT) and the County of Berks for the
Gibraltar Road Bridge Replacement Project, County Bridge
45-A, Exeter Township. This amendment increases the total
project costs from $782,914.00 to $950,019.00 to incorporate
additional professional costs for Final Design, Utilities and
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ROW Acquisition into the overall funding for the project. The
Berks County share of this project increases from $39,145.70 to
$47,500.95. All other terms and conditions of the original
Agreement, which are not being modified by this Letter of
Amendment, remain in full force and effect

2. Motion authorizing execution of Contract Agreements/Amendments as furnished
by the Contract Coordinator per listing dated July 14, 2020.
Commissioner Leinbach reported there are 24 contracts and referenced the
departments.

3. Motion authorizing payments set forth on Controller’s Office vouchers payable
listing dated July 14, 2020 for week ending July 14, 2020 and the payment of
electronic transfers and employee payroll.

Reports

1. County Treasurer A. Dennis Adams, CPA submitted a prepared weekly
Treasurer’s report.

2. The Controller’s weekly report was presented by County Controller Sandy
Graffius.

REPORT OF CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
No report today.

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS

Commissioner Barnhardt

- Community Needs Assessment - Reported 75 organizations requested assistance
and the deadline to complete and submit a survey is extended to the end of July,
2020. The County has received the funds which are being held in a separate
account. The funds will be disbursed beginning August 1, based on the Board of
Commissioners approval.

- Co-County Wellness — 6 functioning contact teams are in place, with interns from
Kutztown University for the fall school term. There are 266 contacts in the data
base and only 22 (8%) have refused.

- SET Report — Putting together a final draft to be presented at next Thursday’s
Phase 3 Recovery and Beyond Meeting for review and comment by the Board.




Commissioners’ Meeting Minutes July 16, 2020
Commissioner Rivera

Commussioner Rivera reported the Governor issued a new mitigation order yesterday that
goes into effect today dealing mainly with restaurants and bars and the serving of alcohol.

The Rental Assistance Program and the Small Business Grant are still open, and
applications are still being accepted. The moratorium on evictions has been extend until
August 31, 2020. Commissioner Rivera reported there will be another small business
grant available in the near future using CARES Act funds, and the criteria will be
different than the criteria for the current Small Business Grant program.

Commissioner Leinbach

Commissioner Leinbach participated in a ribbon cutting ceremony at the brand-new
Tower Health Acadia Mental Health facility on Route 183. Tt is a for-profit venture
between Tower Health and Acadia, and they will pay property taxes on the property.
Press Release — Tower Health just announced they are offering COVID-19 antibody
testing at certain Tower Health Urgent Care facilities in Berks, Chester and Montgomery
counties. There are three facilities in Berks County - Douglassville, Sinking Spring, and
Wyomissing.

ELECTED OFFICIALS’ COMMENTS
None.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR
Public comments are attached hereto. Only one comment per person and those that listed
their name and area of residence were read.

Commissioner Leinbach explained this is not a Q&A session. The Commissioners are not
obligated to respond to questions, but suggested the public is free to email the
Commissioners with any questions they have.

Commissioner Leinbach responded to the following comments:

Commissioner Leinbach found it very offensive of the effort tying the ‘kids for cash’
issue to the Berks County Residential Center (“BCRC”). The BCRC is open today
because the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services has been unable since 2001 to
find any legitimate reason to close the BCRC down.

Messaging from the County regarding Do Your Part — The County is preparing to launch
anew campaign to promote the continued need for using a mask, social distancing and
reinforce the effort for telework in Berks County.

Passenger Rail Service — There have been and continue to be discussions taking place
with Norfolk Southern Railroad and the Chamber Alliance on passenger rail service in
Berks County.
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Commissioner Rivera —
The article in the newspaper referencing receipt of $62 for a small business loan is a typo.
The minimum of amount granted is $2,500.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:11 A.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Maryjo Gibson, Chief Clerk
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