Commissioners’ Board Meeting Minutes
August 6, 2020

The Berks County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Thursday,
August 6, 2020, at 10:00 A.M. via Microsoft Teams Live, pursuant to due notice to Board
members and the public.

Commissioner Chair Christian Y. Leinbach called the meeting to order with
Commissioner Kevin S. Barnhardt and Commissioner Michael S. Rivera in attendance.
Also present were County Solicitor Christine M. Sadler and Chief Administrative Officer
Ronald R. Seaman.

Commissioner Leinbach opened the meeting with a moment of silence and Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of July 30, 2020 Commissioners’ Board Meeting were approved as
presented.

Public Comment on Agenda Items

There were no public comments on specific agenda items

Agenda Items
1 A motion was made by Commissioner Barnhardt, seconded by Commissioner

Rivera and all voted unanimously to approve the items listed below:

Budget Department

264.2020 A. Adopt a resolution authorizing 2020 Budget Transfers in the
amount of $202,801 and 2020 Appropriations in the amount of
$1,395,509 per listing dated August 3, 2020.

Human Resources

265.2020 A. Adopt a resolution authorizing Human Resources
Recommendations per listing dated August 6, 2020 as follows:

1. Authorize the appointment of Kelli Long to PC011265
Law Clerk I — Court Administration, effective
8/12/2020. Rate of $46,500/annually. Salary range
Minimum $40,078; Midpoint $53,438; Maximum
$66,797. Replacement for Joshua Macel who
separated. This request meets the criteria of the Hiring
Policy. Budget 10000 — 11600.
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Purchasing

266.2020 A. Adopt aresolution authorizing the award and Director of
Contracts and Procurement to execute an agreement as a result
of Invitation to Bid # ITB# 20-11-KS, Vehicle Maintenance and
Repair for the County of Berks fleet for a two (2) year period as
follows:

Tom Masano Ford
1600 Lancaster Ave
Reading, PA 19607

Estimated Annual Expenditure for Year 1: $60,254.30 based

upon the unit prices listed below.
Labor Guide to be Utilized: ALLDATA

Estimated
Item Description Quantity | Unit Price

Labor Rate 770 $ 70.00
Tire Disposal (All

Sizes) 45 § 2.00
Battery Disposal 3 $ 0.00
Freon Disposal (per Ib)s 2 S 0.00
PA State Inspection 114 § 5495

Estimated Annual Expenditure for Year 2: $46,915.60 based

upon the unit prices listed below.
Labor Guide to be Utilized: ALLDATA

Estimated
Item Description Quantity | Unit Price

Labor Rate 600 $ 70.00
Tire Disposal (All

Sizes) 40 $ 2.00
Battery Disposal 3 5 0.00
Freon Disposal (per Ib)s 2 $ 0.00
PA State Inspection 88 $ 5495

The County of Berks reserves the right to extend for two (2)
additional one (1) year terms at the unit prices herein, upon
mutual agreement of both parties.
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Commissioner Rivera

267.2020 A.
Commissioners
268.2020 A.
269.2020 B.
270.2020 C.
271.2020 D.
272.2020 E.

Adopt a resolution authorizing the appointment of Helen
Sheimo Flynn , Reading, Pennsylvania, to the Berks County
Public Libraries Board of Directors to fulfill the unexpired term
of Peter Schuchman. This term will expire December 31, 2022.

Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to
execute the Subgrant Award Notification for PCCD Grant
#33666 — Berks County Coronavirus Emergency Supplemental
in the amount of $213,225 for the period July 7, 2020 through
December 31, 2021.

Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to
execute the T-Mobile Connecting Heroes Agreement to provide
for the purchase of wireless mobile services and devices from T-
Mobile and T-Mobile agrees to provide the services and devices
to the County based on the prices governed by the NASPO
Master Agreement, subject to final review and approval by the
Solicitor’s Office. This is a zero cost contract to activate 2
devices on T-Mobile’s no cost public safety plan as a system
test.

Adopt a resolution authorizing Janine Quigley, Warden of the
Berks County Jail System, to execute the Berks County Jail
Licensing Agreement Attachment A and the Applicant Test
Licensing Agreements with ERGO Metrics to provide testing
services for Correctional Officers at the Berks County Jail for
the term September 3, 2020 through September 18, 2020 at a
not to exceed amount of $1,500, and any and all necessary
documents.

Adopt a resolution approving the Tobacco/Smoking Policy,
Section 11.4 of the County of Berks Human Resources Policy
and Procedures effective immediately.

Adopt a resolution authorizing the appointment of Rodney S.
Ridley, Sr., Quakertown, Pennsylvania, to the Berks County
Convention Center Authority for a four (4) year term expiring
August 27, 2024.
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273.2020 F. Adopt aresolution authorizing the reappointment of P. Michael
Ehlerman, Wyomissing, Pennsylvania to the Berks County
Convention Center Authority for a four (4) year term expiring
on August 27, 2024.

274.2020 G. Adopt a resolution amending Resolution 10-2020, providing
rules and regulations for conduct and comments at all public
meetings, both in person and virtual, in order to conduct all
public meetings in an orderly manner.

@ Motion authorizing execution of Contract Agreements/Amendments as furnished
by the Contract Coordinator per listing dated August 4, 2020.

3. Motion authorizing payments set forth on Controller’s Office vouchers payable
listing dated August 4, 2020 for week ending August 4, 2020 and the payment of
electronic transfers and employee payroll.

Reports

1. County Treasurer A. Dennis Adams, CPA submitted a prepared weekly
Treasurer’s report.

2z The Controller’s weekly report was presented by County Controller Sandy
Graffius.

REPORT OF CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Ronald R. Seaman — Nothing to report.

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS

Commissioner Barnhardt

1. Commissioner Barnhardt noted that the Census 2020 Committee continues to
meet weekly as the Census contemplates its closure at the end of September.
There is still a need to continue the efforts to ensure complete counting as
significant undercounts are being noted in certain areas of the City.

2. Report on Co-County Wellness
August 27", additional volunteer training will be held to augment the available
personnel needed to continue contact tracing as we head toward the fall flu season
when a likely surge in positive COVID cases is anticipated. To date there have
been 559 contacts made or a 9% rate of referral. It was noted that Kutztown and
Alvernia Universities will be utilizing the services of Co-County Wellness for
contact tracing on their respective campuses.
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3. The County received 153 responses to the Community Needs Assessment which
break down as follows:

Government (Municipality or Public Authority) 19 respondents requesting
$2,487,421.

Public Health 9 respondents requesting $9,774,456.

Not for Profits/Social Services 43 respondents requesting $8,705,710.

Educational 8 respondents requesting $285,886.

Businesses/Other 74 respondents requesting $2,397,693.

Commissioner Barnhardt stated that he intended to provide an updated discussion at
the Tuesday, August 11" Operations Meeting relative to an allocation of

approximately 6 million dollars in CARES funding for support of businesses.

Commissioner Rivera

1. The Small Business Restart Grant Program still has money available. If you have
not applied or received monies from other sources, check the “Do Your Part”
website for a link to the program.

2. Commissioner Rivera urged businesses and the general public to view the
“Rebuild Berks” program, a joint venture between the County and GRCA. The
program has important and helpful information for both business and the general
public.

3. Rental Assistance Program continues to take applications at the Berks Coalition to
End Homelessness. This program is meant to assist both tenants and landlords.

4. On this past Sunday, August 2%, Commissioner Rivera stated that he proudly
attended the unveiling of the Persian Gulf War Memorial at City Park and later
that day attended the Berks County Fair Awards Ceremony and along with
Commissioner Leinbach assisted in distributing the awards to their worthy
recipients.

5. The Colebrookdale Railroad is a contender in the US4 Today Top 10 Scenic Train
Rides in the Country. Currently they are in third place and all are urged to vote to
move them into first place. Details can be found on their Facebook page or at
www.Colebrookdalerailroad.com .
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Commissioner Leinbach

1. Commissioner Leinbach began his comments by sharing the Pa DOH Early
Warning Dashboard highlighting two (2) areas of concern. Positivity rate for the
past seven days is up to 5.7%, which is a significant jump over the previous seven
day period. Secondly, the COVID-19 Hospitalizations shows a significant
increase over the past seven day period as well. On a good point, we are currently
showing an 81% recovery rate for Berks County.

2. Commissioner Leinbach also mentioned his participation in the Berks County Fair
Awards presentation as well as the Persian Gulf War Memorial unveiling. He
specifically recognized Floyd Turner as well as others, for the work they did in
making that unveiling possible.,

ELECTED OFFICIALS’ COMMENTS

Treasurer Dennis Adams reported that this year there will be no Over-the-counter sale of
Doe Licenses. All will be done by U.S. Mail. Details and more information are available
on the Berks County Treasurer page of the County’s Website,

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Public Comments are attached hereto.

Commissioner Barnhardt responded to the following comments:

Fraudulent Mail-in Ballots- Applications do not come automatically sent from the
Elections Office, they must be requested and if a Voter requests a mail-in application and
checks the box for the fall election, they must again reapply the following year.

Hazard Pay- The County instituted incentive pay for Berks Heim Workers to make
second and third shifts more attractive since they have been experiencing difficulties in
manning these work times. The State Assistance Program to reimburse Counties for
Hazard Pay is only applicable to individuals earning less than $20.00 per hour.

The Jail Population increase is a normal increase in incarcerations as the County moved
into a more “open” status. We are continuing to seek applicants for CO testing to fill
vacant positions that currently exist on staff.

Virtual Learning- Lack of Internet access is being handled by BCIU and individual
school districts. This is not a function of County government.

Commissioner Rivera addressed these comments:

Some of the items he intended to respond to were already addressed by Commissioner
Barnhardt.

The County does not control the provisions governing Mail-in Ballots. These regulations
are set by the State Legislature.

Commissioner Rivera emphasized that public comments are not being “screened,” and
further elaborated on the change in policy.

In reference to school re-openings, he noted that local school directors and other officials
take their roles seriously and if an individual disagrees with policies on reopening that
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they do not agree with, they should not be disrespectful to the Officials making those
decisions but do respectfully share your points of disagreement and make your feelings
known.

Commissioner Leinbach made these comments;

Mail-in Ballots are no different than Absentee Ballots except that Absentee Ballots
require a “reason” for their issuance. Mail-in ballots can be requested by anyone without
needing a “reason” and there are sufficient checks and balances in place to ensure that the
mail-in process is secure.

There is no “Internal Affairs” Division within Berks County as a whole. Counties in
Pennsylvania do not have authority in Law Enforcement. This is a responsibility of
Municipalities and authority to regulate and oversee policing is delegated to them.

In response to the comment made by Becky Ellis with respect to the difficulty in making
the “right” decision as a School Director with the re-opening of schools, he as a County
Commissioner can identify with that.

During the meetings, Commissioner Leinbach stated that he often publishes information
in the Q & A section that the public can access to reach links related to many of the
issues being discussed. These links are also being published on Facebook and You Tube.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:08 A.M.
Respectfully Submitted,

QRAD A S

Ronald R. Seaman, Deputy Chief Clerk
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