Commissioners’ Board Meeting Minutes
August 27, 2020

The Berks County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Thursday,
August 27, 2020, at 10:00 A.M. via Microsoft Teams Live, pursuant to due notice to
Board members and the public.

Commissioner Chair Christian Y. Leinbach called the meeting to order with
Commissioner Kevin S. Barnhardt and Commissioner Michael S. Rivera in attendance.
Also present were County Solicitor Christine M. Sadler, Chief Administrative Officer
Ronald R. Seaman and Maryjo Gibson, Chief Clerk.

Commissioner Leinbach opened the meeting with a moment of silence and Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Berks County Covid-19 Data Report —

Brian Gottschall, Director of Berks County Department of Emergency Services, will be
presenting weekly data reports relative to COVID-19 in Berks County to help Berks
County residents not have to sort through everything they read on the internet.

Mr. Gottschall said the County’s data is consumed from the Department of Health
(“DOH”) and is updated on a weekly basis, which currently is a Friday.

Mr. Gottschall shared a screenshot of the Pennsylvania Early Warning Dashboard. The
objective of the dashboard is to allow the viewer to look at data from the entire State and
also a particular county. Mr. Gottschall stated when looking at the report, we want to see
all the arrows pointed down or horizontal, and the objective is to keep the case count
down and testing numbers up.

Mr. Gottschall also reported the Department of Emergency Services is working on
putting together a Mid Action review of the County’s response to COVID-19. It will
look at the successes and failures, to assist the County how we can improve in responding
to future incidents. A survey will be sent to all County partners who have been involved
in the current pandemic.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the August 20, 2020 Commissioners’ Meeting and the August 25, 2020
Operations Meeting were approved as presented.

Commissioner Leinbach announced there was an Executive Session held August 21,
2020 dealing with litigation.

Public Comment on Agenda Items
None.
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Agenda Items
1. A motion was made by Commissioner Barnhardt to approve the Agenda as

presented. Said motion was seconded by Commissioner Rivera, and all voted
unanimously to approve the items listed below:

296.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing 2020 Budget Transfers in the
amount of $246,566 and 2020 Appropriations in the amount of
$595,159 per listing dated August 24, 2020.

297.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Human Resources
Recommendations per listing dated August 27, 2020 as follows:

1. Authorize the utilization of a temporary agency for
eight (8) Voter Registrar II positions — Election
Services, effective September 1, 2020 through
December 31, 2020. Positions are requested to assist
with the increase in volume associated with the 2020
election year. Rate not to exceed $25.52/hour. This
request meets the criteria of the Hiring Policy. Budget
10000 — 11050.

2. Authorize the promotion of Lauren Erby from
PCO011828 Office Support 111 to PC011924 Office
Support IV — Jail System, effective 09/02/2020. Rate of
$37,500/annually. Salary range Minimum $30,986;
Midpoint $41,314; Maximum $51,643. Replacement
for Dawn Lutz who separated. This request was
reviewed and has met the criteria of the Hiring Policy.
Budget 10000 — 12090.

298.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing execution of the PCCD Grant
Application for Victims of Crime Act and Victims of Juvenile
Offenders funding for the Berks County Juvenile Probation
Office’s Victim-Witness Assistance Unit in the amount of
$214,362.00 commencing January 1, 2021 and ending
December 31, 2022.

299.2020 Adopt a resolution ratifying, confirming and approving Justin
Loose, Chief Information Officer, to electronically execute the
Membership Agreement with Cybersecurity Collaborative, a
Delaware corporation, one (1) year membership for two (2)
members of the County’s Information Systems Department with
person to person calls/communication/collaboration with
cybersecurity industry leaders. This is offered at no cost to the
County because of the County’s membership with NACo.
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300.2020 Adopt a resolution ratifying, confirming and approving
execution by Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, of the Letter of
Intent between the County of Berks and Douglas N. and Annette
M. Donley regarding the proposed sale of a 2.32+/- acre parcel
owned by the Donley’s in Bethel Township. This parcel
contains a radio tower owned by the County of Berks.

301.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Kevin S. Barnhardt, Vice Chair,
to execute Change Order No. 29 to Contract #10-23185/CR with
Motorola Solutions in the amount of $12,617. This Change
Order is for replacement and installation of a damaged console
located on the 19 Floor of the Berks County Courthouse.

302.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing execution of the Addendum to
Lease Agreement between the Township of Exeter and the
County of Berks extending the Lease Agreement for an
additional one (1) year period beginning January 1, 2021
through December 31, 2021, for property located at 10 Fairlane
Road, Reading, Pennsylvania, 19606, and used by Magisterial
District Court 23-2-03.

2. Motion authorizing execution of Contract Agreements/Amendments as furnished
by the Contract Coordinator per listing dated August 25, 2020.
Commissioner Leinbach reported there are 23 contracts and referenced the
departments.

3. Motion authorizing payments set forth on Controller’s Office vouchers payable
listing dated August 25, 2020, and the payment of electronic transfers and
employee payroll.

Reports

1. County Treasurer A. Dennis Adams, CPA, was absent. The Treasurer’s Report
was presented by Commissioner Leinbach.

2. The Controller’s weekly report was presented by County Controller Sandy
Graffius.

REPORT OF CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Ronald R. Seaman said the action taken in Item 297.2020, the hiring of additional
temporary positions in Election Services, was done to be in compliance with the
Collective Bargaining Agreement. Anyone interested should contact the Human
Resources Department.
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COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS

Commissioner Barnhardt

Contact Tracing — There are still 6 functioning teams with Co-County Wellness, and
there will be paid part-time personnel and community volunteer training tomorrow.
There are 916 contacts in the data base with 111 refusals, representing 163 new contacts.
The State’s new mobile COVID testing unit will be at the Reading YMCA September 11,
2020 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and at the Sinking Spring YMCA September 12, 2020 from
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Alvernia and Kutztown University will rely on Co-County Wellness for testing.

Election Services - Commissioner Barnhardt reported Election Services has received
48,000 applications for mail-in ballots to date, noting it is 10,000 more applications than
this time during the Primary Election.

Commissioner Barnhardt announced there will be an Election Board Meeting today at
11:00 a.m. Among the items to discuss is room rental at the DoubleTree to open ballots;
compensation for County employees to work on Election Day to open ballots, and the
Department of State’s new layout proposal for division of poll books.

Debbie Olivieri will be participating on a call this afternoon with Harrisburg on Safe and
Secure Elections.

CARES Act — Yesterday at the Operations Meeting the Board created a food insecurity
allocation of $600,000 per month for September through December, 2020 for food
purchases by Helping Harvest and food pantries.

Reminder to complete the Census questionnaire before the end of September.

Commissioner Rivera

Reported this morning from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. there is a drive through event where Feed
the Children and Price Rite have partnered with Hope Rescue Mission to provide food,
hygiene items and school supplies for anyone in need.

Reminder that the rental assistance and mortgage assistance programs are still available.

Rebuild Berks is offering a new initiative, the New Start Program, and is offering a $6
million allocation increments of $10,000 to $50,000, which is based on the business
needs and annual gross revenue.

Commissioner Leinbach

Recorded a program with Penn State Extension Service for BCTV yesterday on the
Spotted Lanternfly, and discovered the fungus that seemed to devastate the spotted
lanternfly last year is not yet in production and is still being researched. The strategy has
changed to a long term goal of eradication and the short term goal is management.
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ELECTED OFFICIALS’ COMMENTS

Berks County Recorder of Deeds Mary Kozak reported that due to technical difficulties
recent property transactions have not been advertised with the Reading Eagle. It is
anticipated the transactions will be listed next week.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR

Public comments are attached hereto.

Brian Gottschall responded to comments regarding testing, and provided the general
guidance from DOH and the CDC. Testing should be limited to individuals showing
symptoms indicative of COVID-19; has been in close personal contact for at least 15
minutes, and with someone who has tested positive, or an individual who was directed to
receive a test by a healthcare provider or healthcare authority.

Because testing remains limited, an individual who just wants to be tested must get a
prescription for the test.

Commissioner Barnhardt responded to the following comments:
Crystal Kowalski: Amazon tax break - The County has not offered any rebate or
discount on County taxes.

Christopher Ellis — Clarified the Governor has made a proposal for childcare for State
employees. The legislature has to review it. The County is extremely concerned, and is
taking every request on a case by case basis from employees who have childcare
concerns.

Mail-In Drop Boxes — Montgomery County has only proposed installing drop boxes.

Commissioner Leinbach responded to the following comment:

Public Pools — Shared the CDC guidelines for public pools, which says there is no
evidence that COVID-19 can spread to people through the use of recreational
facilities/water.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:07 A.M.
Respectfully Submitted,

/-

Maryjo Gifggon{ Chief Clerk
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