Commissioners’ Board Meeting Minutes
September 3, 2020

The Berks County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Thursday,
September 3, 2020, at 10:00 A.M. via Microsoft Teams Live, pursuant to due notice to
Board members and the public.

Commissioner Chair Christian Y. Leinbach called the meeting to order with
Commissioner Kevin S. Barnhardt and Commissioner Michael S. Rivera in attendance.
Also present were County Solicitor Christine M. Sadler, Chief Administrative Officer
Ronald R. Seaman and Maryjo Gibson, Chief Clerk.

Commissioner Leinbach opened the meeting with a moment of silence and Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Berks County Covid-19 Data Report — Brian Gottschall, Director of Berks Department
of Emergency Services

Mr. Gottschall presented a snapshot of the Department of Health’s (DOH) Early Warning
Dashboard. Mr. Gottschall reminded the public that DOH’s data is published on a
Friday, so this report is almost a week old, but the County continues to track the data on a
day by day basis. Mr. Gottschall reported the County will be talking with DOH tomorrow
to discuss how they track the data compared to how Berks County tracks the data.

Mr. Gottschall noted we still see some arrows pointing up, but fortunately they appear
minimal and holding steady. Mr. Gottschall emphasized everyone should continue to
follow the mitigation measures set by DOH and CDC.

Commissioner Leinbach announced there were two Executive Sessions held; one
September 1, 2020 dealing with personnel and September 2, 2020 dealing with real
estate, litigation, labor negotiations and personnel.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of August 27, 2020 Commissioners’ Board Meeting and September 1, 2020
Operations Meeting were approved as presented

Public Comment on Agenda Items
One comment -Jess Royer, Spring Township - Regarding Agenda Ttem 304.2020 A. 1.
Mr. Royer had concerns about the individual hired as Chief Deputy Recorder of Deeds.

Agenda Items
1. A motion was made by Commissioner Barnhardt to approve the Agenda as

presented. Said motion was seconded by Commissioner Rivera and all voted
unanimously to approve the items listed below:

303.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing 2020 Budget Transfers in the
amount of $58,908 per listing dated August 31, 2020.
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304.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Human Resources
Recommendations per listing dated September 3, 2020 as

305.2020

306.2020

follows:
1.

Authorize the appointment of Susan Bernhardt to
PC010246 Chief Deputy Recorder of Deeds — Recorder
of Deeds, effective 09/09/2020. Rate of
$57,000/annually. Salary range Minimum $46,685;
Midpoint $62,247; Maximum $77,809. Replacement
for Rebecca Bloomer who separated. This request
meets the criteria of the Hiring Policy. Budget 10000 —
11150.

Authorize the salary adjustment for Andrew Noll
PC013392 Senior Governmental Accountant —
Controller’s Office, effective 09/02/2020. Rate of
$58,600/annually. Salary range Minimum $44,057;
Midpoint $58,742; Maximum $73,428. This request
meets the criteria of the Hiring Policy. Budget 10000 —
11120.

Authorize the utilization of a temporary agency for a
Buyer — Purchasing Department, effective 09/04/2020.
Rate not to exceed $31.56/hour. Utilization of the
temporary agency will cease when a candidate is hired
to fill the Buyer position. This request meets the
criteria of the Hiring Policy. Budget 10000 — 11180.

Commissioner Leinbach responded to the comment of Jess
Royer, that because of Section 1620 under the County Code,
elected officials, including County Row Officers have the right
to hire and fire and manage their offices as they see fit.
Commissioner Leinbach suggested Mr. Royer contact the
Records of Deeds if he has further questions.

Adopt a resolution authorizing Terence J. Brennan,
Administrator of the Berks Heim Nursing and Rehabilitation, to
electronically execute on behalf of the County of Berks, the
Licensing — Agreement Form to the Pennsylvania Department of
Health effective November 30, 2020 to November 30, 2021.

Adopt a resolution ratifying, confirming and approving
execution by Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, of the letter of
support to the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation,
Bureau of Rail Freight, Ports and Waterways, of the application
for funding submitted by the Redevelopment Authority of the
County of Berks to support multi-phased critical capacity
improvements on the Eastern Berks Gateway Railroad.
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Commissioner Leinbach mentioned the request for funding is
driven by a significant increase in freight traffic. It is the same
railway used by the Colebrookdale Railroad. This is the for
profit side of the Railroad, and it is a good thing for the
Railroad.

307.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing execution of the PCCD
(Pennsylvania Commission on Crime & Delinquency)
Victim/Witness Services (State RASA) #34357 Grant
Application for the Berks County District Attorney’s
Victim/Witness Assistance Unit for 2021-2022. This grant is to
provide procedural services to all victims of crime committed by
an adult offender as mandated by the Victims’ Bill of Rights and
the Consolidated Victim Service Program Standards. The grant
1s in the amount of 528,832 and is 100% federally funded.

308.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Robert Patrizio, Chief Financial
Officer, to execute the 2020-2021 Application for the Volunteer
Accident renewal policy with CCAP (“County Commissioners
Association of Pennsylvania®).

309.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to
execute the PCCD (Pennsylvania Commission on Crime &
Delinquency) Capital Case Indigent Defense Subgrant Award
Notification.

310.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing execution of the County
Assurance of Financial Commitment and Participation for
Children and Youth Services Needs Based Budget for Fiscal
Year 2021-2022.

Motion authorizing execution of Contract Agreements/Amendments as furnished
by the Contract Coordinator per listing dated September 1, 2020.

Commissioner Leinbach reported there are 24 contracts and referenced the
departments.

Motion authorizing payments set forth on Controller’s Office vouchers payable
listing dated September 1, 2020, and the payment of electronic transfers and
employee payroll.
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Reports
L County Treasurer A. Dennis Adams, CPA submitted a prepared weekly

Treasurer’s report.

2 The Controller’s weekly report was presented by County Controller Sandy
Graffius.

REPORT OF CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Ronald R. Seaman encouraged everyone as we move into the Labor Day weekend to be
vigilant, do not drink and drive, and this year in particular take extra protective measures
to reduce the spread of COVID-19,

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS

Commissioner Barnhardt
Update of Contact Tracing —

As of September 2, 2020, there are 1,065 contacts in the data base. 218 (20%) have
refused, but 83 of the 218 refused because by the time they were entered into the
database, the isolation period for the positive cases and quarantine period was over.
The true refusal rate is 135 (13%) This represents 149 new contact in the past week
(16%) increase.

Zoom Meeting with State tomorrow to learn more about their contact tracing efforts
and the mobile application and training.

Co-County Wellness suggested it may be time for the County to partner with Co-
County Wellness to put out public service announcements or billboards to stress why
contact tracing is so important in controlling the spread of COVID-19.

Commissioner Barnhardt recommended discussing this request at an Operations Meeting.

Elections Services— Once ballots are ready there will be a sign up on the website for
voters to come into the office for mail-in ballots. As of today, Elections Services has not
received the certification before of the legal challenge by the Green Party.
Commissioner Barnhardt clarified his comments from last week regarding poll workers.
The County is first encouraging employees to work before and after their shifts, and then
encouraging county employees to work on Election Day in two shifts at the DoubleTree.

CARES Act funds — will present the final program requests for CARES Act funding at
next Tuesday’s Operations Meeting.
Census 2020 — 28 days left to complete and return the questionnaires.

Commissioner Rivera

Small Business New Start will open September 10 (through September 23, 2020, and is
not a first come first grant. Community First Fund will receive the applications and make
the decisions of who is eligible.
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Small Business Restart Grant still has funds available for businesses with two to eight
employees and gross revenue of $1 million or less. Businesses must be located outside
the City of Reading. The City has its own program.

Rental Eviction/Mortgage Evictions — Pennsylvania’s eviction moratorium ended
August 31 2020, and the Governor indicated he does not have the authority to extend the
moratorium, but he did ask the Legislature to extend it.

The President extended the moratorium on FHA backed mortgages for single family
and reverse mortgages until the end of the year.

The CDC has put into place a rental moratorium until the end of the year, and there are
four conditions that must be met. Not sure when it will be implemented in Berks County.
The Governor is asking for changes to PFHA rental assistance program from $750 to

$1,000 or $1,100.

Commissioner Leinbach

Commissioner Leinbach formally welcomed Pam Shupp Menet to the County of Berks as
the new Deputy Chief Administrative Officer and Berks County Economic Director.
Commissioner Leinbach encouraged everyone as we head into the Labor Day Weekend,
if you go out or have to buy something to shop and support local businesses, they are
your friends and neighbors.

ELECTED OFFICIALS’ COMMENTS
None.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR
Comments are attached hereto.

Commissioner Rivera responded to the following comments:
When can County start counting ballots — There are two Bills, HB 2626 and SB 10 that
are addressing this issue for the November election, and because they are unresolved, it
is tying the County’s hands when we can proceed with county. Commissioner Rivera
said Election Services is doing the best they can, they must follow State law.

Commissioners not addressing real concerns — The Commissioners listen, hear, read
and look into all the comments, but they won’t always agree with the comments and
ideas.

Commissioner Leinbach responded to the following comments:
Encouraged Becky Ellis to go back and listen to last week’s program where he
explained in great detail his lack of any personal contact with Congressman Muesser.
Reminded Becky Ellis the Board cannot discuss personnel issues at a public meeting.
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Commissioner Barnhardt responded to the following comments:
Liz Cates — every new admittance at the BCRC is tested for COVID-19 and when they
go out to appointments they are retested when they return. If a member of the general
population exhibits symptoms they are tested.

Louise Grim — personally felt her comments were not appropriate to insult members of
the Election Staff, who work very hard for the public and the County.

Highlands residents - they will again vote at the Crowne Plaza. The Wyomissing
Library will again allow the County to use the facility as a polling place.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:00 A.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

b /
Maryjo Gibsofiy Chief Clerk
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