Commissioners’ Board Meeting Minutes
September 17, 2020

The Berks County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Thursday,
September 17, 2020, at 10:00 A.M. via Microsoft Teams Live, pursuant to due notice to
Board members and the public.

Commissioner Chair Christian Y. Leinbach called the meeting to order with
Commissioner Kevin S. Barnhardt and Commissioner Michael S. Rivera in attendance.
Also present were County Solicitor Christine M. Sadler, Chief Administrative Officer
Ronald R. Seaman and Maryjo Gibson, Chief Clerk.

Commissioner Leinbach opened the meeting with a moment of silence and Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Presentation —

September is set aside to recognize National Recovery Month.

Stan Papedimetriou, Executive Director, Berks County Council on Chemical Abuse,
thanked the Commissioners on behalf of COCA and the thousands of families and
individuals who are able to access necessary drug, alcohol and recovery services due to
the commitment of the County.

Yvonne Stroman, Community Programs Specialist, Berks County Council on Chemical
Abuse (“COCA”) said COCA could not do the work it does without the County’s
support. Ms. Stroman commented although COVID-19 put a halt to a number of
programs, with the County’s support and efforts, COCA has been able to provide some
basic assistance.

Tom Scornavacchi spoke of his recovery of over 20 years and thanked the
Commissioners for their investment in him and others in long term recovery.

Mr. Scornavacchi is now able to help other people move into recovery and transform
their lives.

Robert Diaz proudly announced today he is 11 years, 8 months clean and sober and began
his journey to recovery in Teen Challenge, where he volunteered. Mr. Diaz wanted to
send a message of hope and founded and is CEO of Walk it Out Recovery Services.

In 2015, Mr. Diaz saw a need in the Hispanic community and began speaking about
addiction and recovery.

Berks County Covid-19 Data Report — Brian Gottschall, Director of Berks Department
of Emergency Services

Mr. Gottschall presented a review of the weekly data (as of 9/11/2020) related to
COVID-19, and is published on the State’s Early Warning Dashboard. The numbers are
great for Berks County, showing a flat trend in positivity and a downward trend in
hospitalizations and ventilator use. The daily testing numbers as smoothed over 7 days
are well above the State line. The bad news slide is the numbers we are tracking in Berks
County is the 7 day smooth percentage positivity for first tests. The majority of those
tests are done in nursing home and other institutions, where testing is done more
frequently.
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Approval of Minutes
The minutes of September 10, 2020 Commissioners’ Meeting were approved as
presented.

Commissioner Leinbach announced there was an Executive Session held September 10,
2020, dealing with personnel and union negotiations, and September 16, 2020 dealing
with litigation, personnel and real estate.

Commissioner Leinbach noted today is Constitution Day. The Constitution was signed
September 17, 1787, and is worth reading and reading about, and recommended the book
Plain Honest Men.

Public Comment on Agenda Items
One Comment — Jess Royer, Sinking Spring, asked a question on Items 324.2020; would
the 30 ballots per precinct be an alternative option for a voter.

Commissioner Barnhardt responded that the printing of 30 ballots are to be used in
Election Services for people who come into the Office. Commissioner Barnhardt advised
that if you take your mail-in ballot into your polling place you must surrender it and fill
out a form before you are allowed to vote.

Agenda Items
L A motion was made by Commissioner Barnhardt to approve the Agenda as

presented. Said motion was seconded by Commissioner Leinbach, and all voted
unanimously to approve the items listed below:

321.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing 2020 Budget Transfers in the
amount of $310,889 and 2020 Appropriations in the amount of
$3,250,000 per listing dated September 14, 2020.

322.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Human Resources
Recommendations per listing dated September 17, 2020 as
follows:

1. Authorize the appointment of Cody Kauffman
PC013426 Assistant County Solicitor — Solicitor’s
Office, effective 09/30/2020. Rate of $75,000/annually.
Salary range Minimum $61,235; Midpoint $81,647,
Maximum $102,059. New position created by Salary
Board on 03/05/2020. This request meets the criteria of
the Hiring Policy. Budget 10000 — 11020.

2. Authorize the appointment of Lee Biese to PC012345
Senior Governmental Accountant — Office of the
Controller, effective 09/30/2020. Rate of
$55,000/annually. Salary range Minimum $44,057;



Commissioners’ Meeting Minutes 3 September 17, 2020

Midpoint $58,742; Maximum $73,428. Replacement
for Mark Kania who separated. This request meets the
criteria of the Hiring Policy. Budget 10000 — 11120.

3. Authorize the appointment of John Ditizio to
Accounting Assistant — Office of the Controller,
effective 09/30/2020. Rate of $45,000/annually. Salary
range Minimum $33,927; Midpoint $45,236; Maximum
$56,545. New position created by Salary Board on
09/03/2020. This request meets the criteria of the
Hiring Policy. Budget 10000 —11120.

4. Authorize the appointment of Amy Werner to
PC011169 Judicial Coordinator — Court Administration,
effective 09/30/2020. Rate of $35,808/annually. Salary
range Minimum $31,912; Midpoint $42,550; Maximum
$53,187. Replacement for Kathleen Knoll who
separated. This request meets the criteria of the Hiring
Policy. Budget 10000 — 11600.

5. Authorize the appointment of Jessica Jones to Interim
Director of Area Agency on Aging — Area Agency on
Aging, effective 09/11/2020. Rate of $83,412/annually.
The working out of class increase will be discontinued
when the Interim Director status has concluded. Salary
range Minimum $55,117; Midpoint $73,489; Maximum
$91,861. Budget 28100 —23150.

6. Authorize the appointment of Pamela Seaman to
Interim Director of MH/DD — Mental Health
Development Disabilities, effective 09/11/2020. Rate
of $91,937/annually. The working out of class increase
will be discontinued when the Interim Director status
has concluded. Salary range Minimum $58,734;
Midpoint $78,311; Maximum $97,889. Budget 30142
—25040.

7. Authorize the promotion of Nicole Blanding from
PCO013326 Office Manager — Treasurer’s Office to
PC012648 Director of Tax Claim — Tax Claim,
effective 09/02/2020. Rate of $59,000/annually. Salary
range Minimum $49,793; Midpoint $66,391; Maximum
$82,988. Replacement for Stacy Phile who separated.
This request meets the criteria of the Hiring Policy.
Budget 10000 —11110.
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8. Authorize $250 uniform/clothing allowance for
Lieutenants and Sergeants — Jail System, per attached
listing, effective for the pay of 10/13/2020. Budget
10000 — 12090.

323.2020 Adopt a resolution ratifying, confirming and approving
execution of the Short-Term Agreement for the Operation and
Management of the Berks County Youth Recreational Facility
Fields (#LA-234020-20) between the County of Berks and
NARYJ, Inc., West Chester, Pennsylvania, providing in lieu of
rent and in exchange for the use of the fields, excluding Fields
No. 1 and No. 4, NARJ, Inc. will mow and maintain the fields
during the term of the Agreement. Said Agreement will
terminate December 31, 2020.

324.2020 Adopt a resolution of the Board of Commissioners declaring an
emergency to exist as a result of an increase in the cost of
printing ballots from $1.50 to $1.68 per ballot due to a required
increase in paper size; and additionally, amending the Purchase
Order for David A. Smith. Harrisburg, Pennsylvania to include
the printing of 30 ballots per precinct for use by voters who
apply for ballots in the Election Services department.

It is hereby further authorized to approve the wire transfer of
funds to cover postage on an as needed basis.

325.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing the Berks County Board of
Commissioners to execute of a letter of support to Christopher
Falencki, PE, Mt. Penn Borough Engineer, for the Mount Penn
Borough Council’s application to the PA Department of
Community and Economic Development per the Multimodal
Transportation Fund Program Guidelines for assistance in the
Glen Terrace Improvements project.

326.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to
execute a subrecipient Grant Agreement in the amount of $6.2
million with Community First Fund for the Berks County Small
Business New Start Program, and execution of the side letter
agreement with Community First Fund to provide for payment
of the portion of the administrative fees in the amount of
$100,000 not covered by the Grant from the Commonwealth.
Commissioner Barnhardt clarified the $6.2 million is the part of
the County’s CARES Act Grant allocation.

2. Motion authorizing execution of Contract Agreements/Amendments as furnished
by the Contract Coordinator per listing dated September 15, 2020.
Commissioner Leinbach reported there are 10 contracts and referenced the
departments.
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3. Motion authorizing payments set forth on Controller’s Office vouchers payable
listing dated September 15, 2020, and the payment of electronic transfers and
employee payroll.

Reports

ls County Treasurer A. Dennis Adams, CPA submitted a prepared weekly
Treasurer’s report.

2. The Controller’s weekly report was presented by County Controller Sandy
Graffius.

REPORT OF CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Ronald R. Seaman stated in the interest of full disclosure regarding the action taken
appointing Pamela Seaman as Interim Director of MH/DD, neither one of them is related
by blood or marriage.

COMMISSIONERS® COMMENTS

Commissioner Barnhardt
Elections —

To date Election Services has received 58,137 applications for mail-in or absentee
ballots; 6,000 more than last week. The ballots can only be accepted at the Services
Center by the voter. Harvesting of ballots is not allowed.

Mail-in voters who provided an alternate address in the Primary and it is not correct for
the General Election, must provide Election Services a written letter with a signature to
change the address.

Still waiting for the Court decision to the Democratic Party’s challenge to the Green
Party.

Reviewed receipt of the USPS large postcard he received in the mail with Election
Services. Commissioner Barnhardt again recommended returning your ballot as soon as
you receive it after completion.

Co-County Wellness -

1,336 contact in the database; 302 have refused (23%), but 133 of the 302 refused
because by the time they were entered into the database, the isolation period for the
positive cases and quarantine period was over. The true refusal rate is 169 (13%) This
represents 136 new contact in the past week (11%) increase. Continue to follow the
guidelines set by DOH and CDC to stop the spread.

CARES Act Fund — currently working on the application process. Expects to present the
community partners engaged to go through and rank the applications for approval by the
Board at the September 29 Operations Meeting.
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SCTA Virtual Meeting last evening — BARTA will be going back to the regular schedule
October 19, 2020, and bus fares will increase by $.10. Commissioner Barnhardt noted
fares have not increased since 2011. SCTA proposed zone changes, and if approved will
begin January 1, 2021.

Census is still open. Questionnaires are due September 30, 2020, but there is a Court
case to extend the deadline to October 31. Will provide update when available.

Commissioner Rivera
Small Business New Start Grant - Opened September 10, 2020 and will end September
23,2020 at 11:59 p.m. This is not a first come first serve grant.

PHFA — Application period for the rental relief program for tenants and landlords ends
September 30, 2020.

Reminder: Suicide Prevention Month — Get the word out, talk about it and share
information. There is a specific site for veterans at www.bethereforveterans.com.

Hispanic Heritage Month — September 15, 2020 through October 15, 2020. The Hispanic
Center will be holding virtual events through the month.

Commissioner Leinbach

Shared his thoughts on the recent Western District of Pennsylvania Court decision
regarding Governor Wolf’s rules and regulations around COVID-19.

Commissioner Leinbach read portions of a letter from Attorney Jeff Bukovski and key
paragraphs important to understanding the decision and the effect the Administrations
rules and regulations had on local businesses.

ELECTED OFFICIALS’ COMMENTS

Jonathan J.D. DelCollo, Berks County Prothonotary, provided an anecdote regarding
Constitution Day, and shared a story about Benjamin Franklin and his role in the writing
of the Constitution.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR
Comments are attached hereto.

Commissioner Leinbach responded to the following comments:

Opening Mail-in ballots early — There is legislation recently passed by both the House
and Senate that will allow counties to begin to open ballots the Saturday before the
Election.

The individual who shared detail on the steps in the current ballot legal fight was helpful.
Amicus Brief -Berks County is very active with CCAP, and has made their position
known very strongly they support a crop answer.

Refusal to wear a mask in a polling place — That is a State rule. The County cannot
require a person to wear a mask. County poll workers are trained on when to call for
help.
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Commissioner Barnhardt responded to the following comments:

Green Party —received unofficial information that the Green Party is off the ballot in
Pennsylvania. Elections Services must receive official notification from the State before
they can proceed, but it is hoped the ballots can go out well before the end of September.

Thanked Barbara Heckman Olaewe and her husband, who own Pagoda Apparel for
entering into a Lease arrangement at the BARTA Transportation Center.

Friends of Epler School held a meeting last evening in the parking lot at the School.
24 people attend, all masked. Itis amazing what they have accomplished. They have
committees- Building, History and Fundraising. There will be pulled pork fundraiser
October 15 at the Old Bern Farm. Contact Commissioner Barnhardt for tickets.

Commissioner Rivera responded to the following comments:

Pagoda Apparel — mentioned part of the Rebuild Berks Program is a campaign to buy
local, and encouraged people to visit Pagoda Apparel.

Rental Assistance is still available through PHFA, but will end September 30, 2020.
There 1s other money available if interested. Contact the Berks Coalition to End
Homelessness, they are the clearing house for the funds.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:28 A.M.
Respectfully Submitted,

-,
Maryjo Gibﬁd\n,‘/Chief Clerk
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