Commissioners’ Board Meeting Minutes
September 24, 2020

The Berks County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Thursday,
September 24, 2020, at 10:00 A.M. via Microsoft Teams Live, pursuant to due notice to
Board members and the public.

Commissioner Chair Christian Y. Leinbach called the meeting to order with
Commissioner Kevin S. Barnhardt and Commissioner Michael S. Rivera in attendance.
Also present were First Assistant County Solicitor J. Chadwick Schnee, Chief
Administrative Officer Ronald R. Seaman and Maryjo Gibson, Chief Clerk.

Commissioner Leinbach opened the meeting with a moment of silence and Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Berks County Covid-19 Data Report —

Brian Gottschall, Director of Berks Department of Emergency Services

Mr. Gottschall reported the data as of Friday, September 18, 2020 shows a slight upward
movement in most categories, but not extreme, and noted Berks County crossed the 5%
threshold in the positive rate as applied by DOH. Mr. Gottschall reported the County
data managed and tracked is based on new tests and Berks County testing numbers are
very good, and our case numbers are reasonably flat, although higher than we would like
them to be.

Mr. Gottschall prepared a new report showing Berks County based hospital numbers on a
weekly basis. These reports are a good indicator of what is happening in the community
and what is happening at local hospitals. The numbers between the week of September
11 and September 18 does demonstrate a slight uptick in numbers, but not concerning,
again, encouraging everyone to continue following good mitigation practices.

Mr. Gottschall reported yesterday the State released the new free COVID Alert PA App.
It can be downloaded on Google Play or the Apple App Store.

Commissioner Leinbach announced there were Executive Sessions held September 17,
2020 dealing with personnel, September 18, 2020 dealing with personnel and litigation,
and September 23, 2020 dealing with personnel and litigation.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of September 17, 2020 Commissioners’ Board Meeting and the
September 22, 2020 Operations Meeting were approved as presented.

Public Comment on Agenda Items
Crystal Kowalski, Wyomissing, commented on the enactment of Ordinance No. 03-2020
and No. 04-2020. The comment is attached hereto.
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Agenda Items

I Enactment of County Ordinances:

No. 03-2020 AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF BERKS,
PENNSYLVANIA, AUTHORIZING BERKS COUNTY TO
ENTER INTO AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT
(“AGREEMENT”) BETWEEN THE BERKS COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS (“COUNTY”), BERKS
COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE (“DISTRICT
ATTORNEY™), AND THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
OF BERKS COUNTY, DOMESTIC RELATIONS SECTION
(“DRS”) TO PROVIDE LEGAL SERVICES SPECIFIED IN
THE TITLE IV-D COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT AT
§ 3.13 AND ATTACHMENT B ON BEHALF OF DOMESTIC
RELATIONS SECTION.

No. 04-2020 AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF BERKS,
PENNSYLVANIA, AUTHORIZING BERKS COUNTY TO
ENTER INTO TWO (2) INTERGOVERNMENTAL
AGREEMENTS (“AGREEMENTS”) BETWEEN THE BERKS
COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS (“COUNTY™),
THE BERKS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE (“SHERIFF”),
AND THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF BERKS
COUNTY, DOMESTIC RELATIONS SECTION (“DRS”) TO
PROVIDE CONTINUOUS SECURITY COVERAGE,
MAINTAIN AND EXECUTE BENCH WARRANTS AND
OTHER ASSIGNED DUTIES ON BEHALF OF THE
DOMESTIC RELATIONS SECTION

2, A motion was made by Commissioner Barnhardt to approve the Agenda as
presented. Said motion was seconded by Commissioner Rivera, and all voted
unanimously to approve the items listed below:

327.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing 2020 Budget Transfers in the
amount of $104,586 and 2020 Appropriations in the amount of
$1,967,675 per listing dated September 21, 2020.

328.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Human Resources
Recommendations per listing dated September 24, 2020 as
follows:

1. Authorize salary adjustment for Kimberly Santoro
PCO011168 Judicial Coordinator — Court Administration,
effective 09/16/2020. Rate of $36,335/annually. Salary
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range Minimum $31,912; Midpoint $42,550; Maximum
$53,187. This request meets the criteria of the Hiring
Policy. Budget 10000 —11600.

2. Authorize the utilization of a temporary agency for a
Part-time Accounting Clerk — Office of the Controller,
effective 09/28/2020. Rate not to exceed $27.34/hour.
Utilization of the temporary agency will be reassessed
when a candidate is hired to fill the vacant Office
Support IV position. This request meets the criteria of
the Hiring Policy. Budget 10000 — 11120.

329.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing execution of the Memorandum of
Agreement between the County of Berks and SEIU Healthcare
Pennsylvania amending Article IV, Section 4.2 (Wages) and
Article XXIV (Miscellaneous) of the existing Collective
Bargaining Agreement.

330.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to
execute a Subordination, Attornment and Non-Disturbance
Agreement (“SNDA”) between the County of Berks and VIST
Bank, Wyomissing, Pennsylvania, subject to final review and
approval by the County Solicitor’s Office.

The County rents office space from Dierolf Enterprise for MDJ
Chieffo. The property, 2 Scholl Drive, Oley Township, is being
purchased by J. Fox Properties, LLC. This action is to protect
the County’s tenancy in the existing space.

Commissioner Barnhardt commented

331.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to
execute the Bill of Sale for Zettlemoyer’s Bridge with the
Township of Greenwich.

Commissioner Barnhardt commented the bridge was closed in
2012 based on deteriorating conditions and the County was
going to close the bridge, but after negotiating with the
Township, the County agreed to pay for the rehabilitation and
then turn ownership and future maintenance over to Greenwich
Township. This is the sixth turnover of a County bridge to a
local Berks County municipality.

332.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Brian A. Gottschall, Director of
Berks County Emergency Services, to electronically execute the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security Federal Fiscal Year
2020 Emergency Management Performance Grant Agreement.
This is a 50/50 match. The federal grant is in the amount of
$109,298 and will be used to enhance and sustain the County’s
all-hazards emergency management capabilities.
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333.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to
execute the Memorandum of Understanding for E-Pledging
Services between the United Way of Berks County and the
County of Berks to establish a working relationship relative to
the use of Andar e-pledging system.

334.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing execution of the Collective
Bargaining Agreement between Berks County and the Berks
County Deputy Sheriff’s Association beginning January 1, 2021
through December 31, 2021.

335.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to
execute the Location Release between Discovery
Communication, LLC (“DCL”), Weinberger Media and the
County of Berks granting permission to DCL and Weinberger
Media to use certain area in Courtroom 5A, Berks County
Courthouse, 633 Court Street, Reading, Pennsylvania, for
photographing and recording purposes.

336.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Brian Gottschall, Director of
Emergency Services, to execute Change Order 30 to the
Motorola Solutions Contract (#10-23185/CR) in the amount of
$1,209,753. This Change Order modifies the Berks County
Public Safety Radio Network Infrastructure by implementing
coverage on the County’s recording solution equipment to
provide for bi-annual refreshers of software and hardware
through 2026, and to include an end to end hardware refresh of
the systems to be covered before December 31, 2020. The value
of the Change Order includes $0 cost for project implementation
and will be distributed across the remaining six (6) years of the
County’s annual maintenance costs defined under the contract.

5 Motion authorizing execution of Contract Agreements/Amendments as furnished
by the Contract Coordinator per listing dated September 22, 2020.
Commissioner Leinbach reported there are 8 contracts and referenced the
departments.

4. Motion authorizing payments set forth on Controller’s Office vouchers payable
listing dated September 22, 2020 and the payment of electronic transfers.

Reports
1. County Treasurer A. Dennis Adams, CPA submitted a prepared weekly

Treasurer’s report.
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3. The Controller’s weekly report was presented by County Controller Sandy
Graffius.

REPORT OF CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Ronald R. Seaman said he downloaded the new State COVID Alert PA app. Itis
extremely user friendly.

COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS

Commissioner Barnhardt

Commissioner Barnhardt thanked Debbie Olivieri for her many years of dedicated
service to the County and wished her well.

Commissioner Barnhardt said Elections Services will be well supported by CAO Ron
Seaman and the Election Services staff. Ms. Olivieri has agreed to assist the County
through the Primary Election and has made sure the staff is cross-trained.

Important Dates: Last day to register is October 19; last day to apply for mail-in or
absentee ballot is October 27. Very important to remember Election Services can only
accept a ballot from the voter. Ballots can be dropped off at the Services Center no later
than 8:00 p.m. on November 3, and ballots that are mailed must be postmarked
November 3™ and received in Election Services no later than 5 p.m. November 6, 2020.
As of this morning 61,455 applications were received for absentee and mail-in ballots.
Commissioner Barnhardt advised at this time, we legally cannot open the ballots until
7 a.m. Election Day.

Co-County Wellness —

To date, 1,580 contacts in the database. This represents 244 new contacts. 360 have
refused (24%), but 159 of the 360 only refused because by the time they were entered in
the database, the isolation period was either over or very close to over; the true refusal
rate is 201 (13%).

The new State COVID Alert PA app will make things easier for contact tracers.

CARES Act funds —

Next week’s Media Update the Commissioners will announce and make available
applications for CARES Act money. The Commissioners have agreed to put out

$19 million for four groups, which include Education, Municipalities/Authorities, Non-
Profits and Public Health. Applications will be available beginning September 30, 2020,
and the deadline to submit will be October 16. The applications will be reviewed
October 16 to October 26 with recommendations given to the County Commissioners
October 27. Awards will be announced October 29 and money distributed once contracts
and paperwork is in place.

Census 2020 ends September 30, 2020. The City of Reading is doing a Census challenge
with the City of Lancaster to see which 3™ Class City has the most census completions.

Epler’s School House Fundraiser October 15, 2020 from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Bern Farm.
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Commissioner Rivera

Commissioner Rivera will be hosting a radio show Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on
RUMBA, 92.3, talking about the electoral process, how to register and other valuable
information.

New Start Grant Program closed yesterday at 11:59 p.m. There was an overwhelming
response to the program, above what we anticipated. It shows small businesses do have a
great need in the community.

Berks County Solid Waste Authority is hosting a Household Hazardous Waste Collection
October 24, and October 25, 2020 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.. It is a drive-thru event only and
by appointment only. Registrations can be made on Solid Waste Authority’s homepage.

Commissioner Rivera wished Debbie Olivieri the best and thanked her for all her hard
work and dedication in making Election Services run smoothly and making sure elections
run with integrity.

Commissioner I einbach

Responding to questions he has received, Commissioner Leinbach said there will still be
the option for in-person voting on Election Day, as well as mail-in, absentee voting.
Commissioner Leinbach assured voters the County has done everything possible to keep
polling places as safe as possible by sanitizing polling places before and after voting.

Yesterday the County launched a joint campaign with Reading Hospital-Tower Health,
Penn State-St. Joseph’s and the Berks County Medical Society promoting the value of
getting the flu vaccine. Links will be posted on the County’s website, Facebook and You
Tube.

Commissioner Leinbach thanked Debbie Olivieri for her years of leadership with the
County Election Department.

The County is not placing an interim director, CAO Ron Seaman will be overseeing the
staff. The County has complete confidence in the staff to guarantee this election is secure
and the results will be reliable.

Commissioner Leinbach participated in a NACo Northeast US call yesterday. One of the
items was a discussion on COVID-19 vaccine preparedness. The federal government is
working with every state to have a preparedness plan for the vaccine when it is available.
Communication is happening now in Pennsylvania.

The priority will most likely be first to healthcare workers, second, first responders and
emergency personnel, and then those individuals that are most at risk.

Mr. Gottschall stated the County does not have visibility on the State process, but has
been working for weeks with DOH to understand their expectations for local
governments. Mr. Gottschall said DOH indicated it envisions a national strategy of
distribution through normal healthcare channels, i.e. drug stores, primary care, etc.

Mr. Gottschall also believes the State would be responsible for storage of the vaccine and
dispense only what is needed by each county.
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ELECTED OFFICIALS’ COMMENTS
None.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR
Comments are attached.

Commissioner Leinbach addressed the following comments:

District Attorney’s new conference — Comments should be directed to the people who
have oversight, not the Commissioners. The Commissioners cannot direct any other
elected official to do what they can or cannot do. Comments should be addressed to the
District Attorney, the Mayor and City Council regarding the Roxanne Moore case.

Commissioner Barnhardt addressed the following comments:

The Board of Elections has agreed to look into the possibility of adding a ballot drop box
at the Berks County Agriculture Center, which does have security presence. Only one
ballot drop per person is allowed.

The County cannot post results until the polls close. We physically have no way to do
that. Our goal is to process paper ballots as soon as possible. As of today, the Court has
not given the authority to open the envelopes until Election day.

Jess Royer — Yes, the County will hold a press conference on Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. for
schools and not for profits, on the application process. The program is open to everyone
and there will be an unbiased evaluation of the applications.

Brian Gottschall addressed the question from Liz Cates regarding New Fortress Energy
transport of liquified natural gas through Berks County via train and truck.

Mr. Gottschall said those reports are accurate, and it is not much different of the
transportation of other liquid or liquified gases or chemicals being transported.

There is not much the Commissioners can do except contact our Federal elected officials.
Mr. Gottschall doesn’t believe the transport will take place on Berks County highways.

Commissioner Rivera addressed the following comment —

Jess Royer — the Restart Grant Program does not have a non-profit component.

The CARES Act money will be available for non-profits and schools through the New
Start Program that will open next week.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:38 A.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

~

3 1 4
/f - .‘JJ".}” /
Mg £l

Maryjo Gihson, Chief Clerk
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