Commissioners’ Board Meeting Minutes
October 8, 2020

The Berks County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Thursday,
October 8, 2020, at 10:00 A.M. via Microsoft Teams Live, pursuant to due notice to
Board members and the public.

Commissioner Chair Christian Y. Leinbach called the meeting to order with
Commissioner Kevin S. Barnhardt and Commissioner Michael S. Rivera in attendance.
Also present were County Solicitor Christine M. Sadler, Chief Administrative Officer
Ronald R. Seaman and Maryjo Gibson, Chief Clerk.

Commissioner Leinbach opened the meeting with a moment of silence and Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Berks County Covid-19 Data Report —

Brian Gottschall, Director of Berks Department of Emergency Services, and lead of the
Berks County COVID-19 Leadership Team.

Mr. Gottschall presented data from the PA Early Warning Dashboard, showing as of last
Friday, October 2, 2020 a split in our indicators, with a higher indicator of COVID in our
community. The good news with respect to hospitalization and ventilators is looking
better each week. The daily spot data shows up and down fluctuations, but generally is
staying at the same point since August.

The case count is holding steady around 500. The Berks Based Hospital Data slide
shows more admissions among hospitals, but the numbers are reasonable compared to the
Spring numbers. The new slide Snapshot of Berks County shows we are significantly
lower in our testing per capita and much higher in our cases per capita.

Mr. Gottschall announced through a cooperative effort between the County, the
Pennsylvania Department of Health and the Reading Fighin Phils, there will be a pop-up
community COVID testing event held at First Energy Stadium October 13, 2020 through
October 17, 2020. Additional information will be posted on the “Do Your Part” website.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of October 1, 2020 Commissioners’ Board Meeting and the October 6, 2020
Operations Meeting were approved as presented.

Commissioner Leinbach announced there were Executive Sessions held October 6, 2020
dealing with personnel and real estate, and October 7, 2020 dealing with personnel and
litigation.

Public Comment on Agenda Items
None.
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Agenda Items

' A motion was made by Commissioner Barnhardt to approve the Agenda as
presented. Said motion was seconded by Commissioner Rivera. The motion
carried.

351.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing 2020 Budget Transfers in the
amount of $154,425 and 2020 Appropriations in the amount of
$998,152 per listing dated October 5, 2020.

352.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing the Chief Clerk to advertise
enactment of proposed Berks County Ordinance No. 05-2020
approving the participation in and execution of an
Intergovernmental Transfer Agreement between the
Pennsylvania Department of Human Services, Office of Long-
Term Living (“DHS-OLTL”) and Berks County for
intergovernmental transfers of funds to DHS-OLTL in order to
provide the non-federal share of Medical Assistance payment to
County Nursing Facilities for Fiscal Year 2020-2021.

353.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing execution of Subgrant
Application No. 34744 — Forensic Science
Improvements/Combating Opioids to the Pennsylvania
Commission on Crime and Delinquency (“PCCD”). The Grant
will be used by the District Attorney’s Office to train a digital
analyst in advanced techniques that can be applied to opioid
death investigations and is 100% federally funded.

354.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to
execute the Certification Statement and Assestation Statement
for the Human Services Block Grant Income and Expenditure
Report for Fiscal Year 2019-2020.

355.2020 Adopt a resolution ratifying, confirming and approving Shelly
O’Neill, Project Manager, Information Systems, to execute
Change Order #HCM-001-Opt4 to the AST Corporation
contract in the net new amount of $15,100. The Change Order
provides for third party services to provide for payroll tax filing
to Federal, State and the City of Reading, processing employee
related information for filing and printing of W2’s and retiree
related information for filing and printing 1099’s.

356.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing execution of the Independent
Contractor Agreement between the County of Berks and
Deborah Olivieri, Temple, Pennsylvania, to provide consulting
and administrative service for the Berks County Office of
Elections Services with respect to the 2020 General Election.
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357.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to
execute the Settlement Agreement between the City of Reading
and the County of Berks resolving sewer service billing issues

for water supplied to the Berks County Services Center since
1992 in the amount of $375,000.00.

358.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to
execute the Settlement Agreement between the Reading Area
Water Authority and the County of Berks resolving water usage
billing services for the Berks County Services Center since 1992
in the amount $375,000.00.

359.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Terence Brennan, Berks Heim
Nursing and Rehabilitation Administrator, to execute the
Attestation for Omnicare, a CVS Health Company, for
participation in Omnicare’s on-site COVID-19 testing program.

2. Motion authorizing execution of Contract Agreements/Amendments as furnished
by the Contract Coordinator per listing dated October 6, 2020.
Commissioner Leinbach reported there are 9 contracts and referenced the
departments.

;A Motion authorizing payments set forth on Controller’s Office vouchers payable
listing dated October 6, 2020 and the payment of electronic transfers and
employee payroll.

Reports

L County Treasurer A. Dennis Adams, CPA submitted a prepared weekly
Treasurer’s report.

2. County Controller Sandy Graffius was absent. The Controller’s weekly report
was presented by Daniel Jenkins, Manager of Financial Reporting and
Accounting.

REPORT OF CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

None.

COMMISSIONERS® COMMENTS

Commissioner Barnhardt
Co-County Wellness — No report this week. Co-County staff is in training.

CARES Act — Going well. The Committees for the various groups have begun meeting
on the process and grading system. The teams are also working collaboratively.
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Election Services — as of today 67,324 paper ballots applications have been received.
Election Services is working to send out 10,000 ballots a day and hoping to complete the
process this Friday. The County will be placing a second Drop Box at the Berks County
Agriculture Center and will be open 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily, and 8:00 a.m. to

8:00 p.m. Election Day. Both Drop Boxes will be secured by Deputy Sheriffs.

Commissioner Rivera
The PHFA Rent Relief Program has been extended by emergency order by the Governor
until November 4, 2020. No changes to the guidelines have been made.

Small Business New Start Grant applications are being reviewed and the documents
being verified. The grant awards will be listed on the County’s website.
The money is expected to go out the middle of November.

Census 2020 — the deadline to submit has been extended to October 31, 2020.
Comumissioner Leinbach

Commented on an article he read yesterday about a book written by Floyd Abrams titled
“The Soul of the I*' Amendment.

ELECTED OFFICIALS’ COMMENTS
None.

COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR
Comments are attached hereto.

Brian Gottschall responded to the comment regarding his COVID-19 Weekly report.
His intent is to provide a weekly review of the most salient data points so that citizens
can be informed to make decisions on how to conduct themselves, and not cause alarm.
Our healthcare systems are not overwhelmed.

Mr. Gottschall will continue to be very neutral in his presentation of data.

Commissioner Barnhardt responded to the comments regard elections.

1. The first group of ballots went out last Friday, and about 10,000 ballots a day are
expected to go out every day until complete.

2. The reason for the delay in getting ballots out was because of the challenge by the
Democratic party to the Green Party.

3. Most nursing home residents, who usually cannot physically get to the polling
places, vote by absentee ballot.

4. Understands the Senate and Governor are on board with a 5 day pre-canvass.
Waiting for the House to decide.

5. Requests that if you represent a particular group, and have any concerns with the
election process to contact Commissioner Barnhardt.

6. Kaercher Creek repairs— The County does not own Kaercher Creek, and is not the
County’s responsibility or the taxpayers of Berks County.
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There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 10:54 A.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

M Guge fo A
Maryjo Gibsof, Chief Clerk
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