Commissioners’ Board Meeting Minutes
July 30, 2020

The Berks County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Thursday, July 30,
2020, at 10:00 A.M. via Microsoft Teams Live, pursuant to due notice to Board members
and the public.

Commissioner Chair Christian Y. Leinbach called the meeting to order with
Commissioner Kevin S. Barnhardt in attendance. Commissioner Rivera was absent. Also
present were County Solicitor Christine M. Sadler, Chief Administrative Officer Ronald
R. Seaman and Maryjo Gibson, Chief Clerk.

Commissioner Leinbach announced there are two opportunities to comment; one at the
beginning on a specific Agenda Item and at the end of the meeting at Public Comment;

one comment per person, and must provide name and municipality.

Commissioner Leinbach opened the meeting with a moment of silence and Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of July 23, 2020 Commissioners’ Meeting, the July 23, 2020 Phase 3
Recovery and Beyond Meeting and the July 28, 2020 Operations Meeting were approved
as presented.

Public Comment on Agenda Items
One comment from Jess Royer, Spring Township, on Item 263.2020. Comment page is
attached.

Agenda Items
L. A motion was made by Commissioner Barnhardt to approve the Agenda as

presented. Said motion was seconded by Commissioner Leinbach. At this point,
Commissioner Leinbach and Commissioner Barnhardt made the following
comments regarding Item 263.2020:

Commissioner Leinbach reported this has been reviewed with all the Department
Heads, Row Officers, the Courts, and has been reviewed as accepted by the
impacted unions. It is important to note the County has worked very hard and
very transparent and careful throughout the COVID crisis dealing with furloughs,
and want the individuals that are losing their jobs to know this is through no fault
of their own, they are in departments where is just not work.

Commissioner Barnhardt said the County is driven by taxpayers. Feels County did
an incredible job of supporting the employees furloughed. Those individuals as
we geared back up there are some services that are not being provided because of
COVID-19 and some automation improvements that led to a reduction in the
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workforce. This action impacts six represented employees and two management-
confidential.

Seeing no further comment, all voted unanimously to approve the items listed
below:

251.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing 2020 Budget Transfers in the amount of
$259,217 and 2020 Appropriations in the amount of $39,610 per listing dated
July 27, 2020.

252.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Human Resources Recommendations per listing
dated July 30, 2020 as follows:

1. Authorize the appointment of Michael Schoen to PC013031 Assistant
District Attorney I — District Attorney’s Office, effective 08/12/2020. Rate
of $53,500/annually. Salary range Minimum $44,690; Midpoint $59,586;
Maximum $74,483. Replacement for Alexander Hallman who separated.
This request meets the criteria of the Hiring Policy. Budget 10000 —
11580.

2. Authorize stipend in the amount of $70.50 per pay period for Amy
Rothermel, PC011260 Law Clerk I — Court Administration, effective
6/15/2020. The stipend is for additional responsibilities associated with
video arraignments. This request is due to Michael Wieder concluding his
arraignment duties and in turn will no longer be receiving the stipend.
Budget 10000 — 11600.

253.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing the award and Director of Contracts and
Procurement to execute as a result of Invitation to Bid # 20-15-GR a one (1)
year contract for Recycling Services to be utilized by the Berks Heim and
County Recycling Center as follows:

Waste Industries of Pennsylvania LL.C

Dba GFL Environmental

230 Obie Road

Newmanstown, PA 17073

Total Estimated Annual Expenditure: $33,830.00

Estimated
Line |Annual Type of Unit

#  |Quantity Item Description Material Price
Berks Heim
1011 Berks Road

1 52 Leesport, PA 19533 | cardboard | $ 170.00
County Recycling
Center (Hill Top)
1316 Hill Top Road

2 132 Bern Township commingled | $§ 170.00
County Recycling mixed

3 15 Center (Hill Top) paper $ 170.00
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1316 Hill Top Road
Bern Township

The County of Berks reserves the right to extend for two (2) additional one (1)
year terms at the unit prices herein, upon mutual agreement of both parties.

254.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing the award and Director of Contracts and
Procurement to execute as a result of Invitation to Bid #20-13-ES eleven (11)
contracts for Food Provisions for the Jail System, Berks County Residential
Center and Berks Heim for a one (1) year period as follows:

National Food Group dba CSV Sales Inc.
46820 Magellan Dr. Ste A
Novi, MI 48377
Line items: 8,30,196
Total Estimated Annual Expenditure: $48,760.60

Bimbo Foods USA, Inc

I Petra Lane

Albany, NY 12205

Line Items: 1H,2H,3H,4H,30H,31H,3V,4V,13V,14V,15V,
16V,18V

Total Estimated Annual Expenditure: $158,219.88

Simco Logistics DBA Jack and Jill Ice Cream
101 Commerce Drive

Moorestown, NJ 08057

Line Items: 11,21,31,41,51,61,71,81,91,101,111,121,131
Total Estimated Annual Expenditure: $27,873.87

The Reading Coffee Company

316 W. Main St

Birdsboro, PA 19508

Line Items:19H,20H,21H

Total Estimated Annual Expenditure: $42,611.65

Imperial Beverage Systems
1201 S 20" ST
Harrisburg, PA 17104
Line Items: 14B,15B,16B,17B,18B,19B,20B
Total Estimated Annual Expenditure: $3,442.57

Clover Farms Dairy Co.
3300 Pottsville Pike PO box 14627
Reading, PA 19612
Line items:  26H,27H,39H,40H,41H,42H,43H,44H,45H,50P,66P,67P,
68P, 69P,70P,71P
Total Estimated Annual Expenditure: $16,214.91
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Foods Galore Inc

9246 Commerce HWY

Pennsawken, NJ 08110

Line items:
19,21,28,40,49,50,70,91,129,135,144,146,147,148,149,150,151,154,171,
172,173,174,175,176,177,178,179,180,181,182,183,185,194,201,205,206
Total Estimated Annual Expenditure: $154,446.07

Ace Endico Corporation

80 International Boulevard

Brewster, NJ 10509

Line items: 4,6,7,9,10,12,17,18,20,22,23,24,26,27,29,31,35,36,37,38,42,43,
45,46,57,58,63,64,65,66,67,68,69,71,90,92,93,94,95,96,97,128,130,132,133,
134,142,145,152,156,159,161,162,163,165,166,168,170,187,190,191,193,195
197,198,199,200,202,203,204,6H,9H,10H,13H,16H,28H,29H,46H

Total Estimated Annual Expenditure: $532,053.42

2

Derstines’ Food Service

3245 State Rd,

Sellersville, PA 18960

Line Items: 1,2,3,13,25,32,52,56,87,127,136,139,164,167,184,188
Total Estimated Annual Expenditure: $81,869.81

Good Source Solutions Inc

3115 Melrose Dr.

Carlsbad, CA 92010

Line items: 11,14,31,48,99,100,101,102,103,104,105,106,107,108,109,
110,111,112,113,114,115,116,117,118,119,120,121,122,123,124,125,126
Total Estimated Annual Expenditure: $17,924.11

Metropolitan Foods dba Driscoll Foods

174 Delawanna Avenue,

Clifton, NJ 07014

Line Items: 5,15,16,33,34,41,44,47,51,53,54,55,60,62,88,89,98,
138,140,141,143,153,155,158,160,169,189,192

Total Estimated Annual Expenditure: $156,211.53

The Vendor is required to hold the unit prices above fixed and firm for a period
of one six (6) month term and to allow for capped re-determination in pricing
for remaining term of the contract resulting in an Agreement for a total of
twelve (12) months as detailed in the Invitation to Bid. The County reserves
the right to extend the contract for two additional one-year terms upon mutual
agreement of both parties in accordance with the terms of the contract
governing the unit prices.
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255.2020

256.2020

257.2020

258.2020

259.2020

260.2020

Adopt a resolution authorizing execution of the Lease Extension Agreement
between Mark and Pam Hathaway, Reading, Pennsylvania, for property
located at 136 North 8" Street, Reading, Pennsylvania, for purposes of
accomplishing TITLE IV-B, Child and Family Services Improvement and
Innovation Act goals to improve the quality of monthly caseworker visits with
children who are in foster care with an emphasis on improving caseworker
decision-making related to child safety, permanency and well-being. The
Lease is for a one-year term beginning August 13, 2020 and ending August 14,
2021 at the rental amount of $21,916 for the one (1) year term.

Adopt a resolution authorizing execution of the Independent Contractor
Agreement between the County of Berks and Katie E. Amaral, Reading,
Pennsylvania, to provide training, assistance and consultation services for the
Berks County Forensic Service Unit’s laboratory quality management system
at a not to exceed amount of $15,000, and terminating December 31, 2020.

Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to execute the
Release and Settlement Agreement between Praxair Distribution and the
County of Berks in the amount of $1,200.00 regarding all claims in
connection with a short fall of supplemental oxygen bottles returned at the
termination of the contract.

Adopt a resolution authorizing Brian Gottschall, Director of the Department of
Emergency Services, to apply for the Radiation Emergency Response Fund
Grant for fiscal year 2020-2021 through the Pennsylvania Emergency
Management Agency (“PEMA”); and is further authorized to execute the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania State Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Radiation
Emergency Response Fund Grant Agreement and any all documents required
to complete the grant process.

Adopt a resolution ratifying, confirming and approving Christian Y. Leinbach,
Chair, on behalf of the Board of Commissioners, to execute a letter of support
for a grant application to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and
Economic Development, Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program to
conduct a feasibility study of the Reading to Hamburg gap in the Schuylkill
River Trail (SRT), and further commits a cash contribution of $7,500 as a
match for this grant.

Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to execute the
CWEL Agreement (“Child Welfare Education for Leadership Program”)
between the County of Berks, Helen Marie A. Palumbo, an employee of Berks
County Children and Youth Services, and the University of Pittsburgh-Of the
Commonwealth System of Higher Education, to participate in a graduate level
social work program as outlined in Title IV-B, Part 1 of the Commonwealth’s
Child and Family Services Plan.
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261.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to execute the
CWEL Agreement (“Child Welfare Education for Leadership Program”)
between the County of Berks, Marie Rossignoli, an employee of Berks County
Children and Youth Services, and the University of Pittsburgh-Of the
Commonwealth System of Higher Education, to participate in a graduate level
social work program as outlined in Title IV-B, Part 1 of the Commonwealth’s
Child and Family Services Plan.

262.2020 Adopt a resolution authorizing execution of the Exclusive Buyer/Tenant
Agency Agreement — Commercial between NAI Keystone Commercial &
Industrial, LLC, Steve Willems, and the County of Berks, to provide
professional services in determining whether the County should lease,
purchase/construct or use County property for the storage of the County’s new
election equipment at an hourly rate of $200.00, not to exceed fee of $10,000,
subject to final review and approval by the County Solicitor’s Office.

263.2020 Adopt a resolution announcing the County will implement a reduction in work
force as a result of a reduced level of operations and curtailed personnel needs
due to COVID 19. All County furloughs will end August 31, 2020. It is
further authorized that the Human Resources Department and the County
Solicitor’s Office work with the impacted employees about their options, and
the Board of Commissioners approves the offering of a COVID severance
package for qualifying employees.

2. Motion authorizing execution of Contract Agreements/Amendments as furnished
by the Contract Coordinator per listing dated July 28, 2020.
Commissioner Leinbach reported there are 3 contracts and referenced the
departments. Item 4 was pulled from the Contract Agenda.

3. Motion authorizing payments set forth on Controller’s Office vouchers payable
listing dated July 30, 2020 for week ending July 30, 2020 and the payment of
electronic transfers and employee payroll.

Reports

i County Treasurer A. Dennis Adams, CPA submitted a prepared weekly
Treasurer’s report.

2 The Controller’s weekly report was presented by County Controller Sandy
Graffius.

REPORT OF CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Ronald R. Seaman reminded the public the County is still not fully open. If you must
come into the Courthouse or Services Center, please make an appointment or utilize
electronic communications. More information can be found on the County’s website.
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COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS

Commissioner Barnhardt

Contact Tracing Update - As of Wednesday, there are 6 functioning contact tracing
teams, 3 of the staff are bi-cultural and bi-lingual. 483 contacts are in the data base
which include 136 new contacts this week; only 40 (8%) have declined. A virtual Town
Hall was held July 28, 2020, for Reading School parents addressing mainly COVID
questions and provided resources for parents.

Community Needs Assessment has been extended until tomorrow, and so far 141
assessments have been received; 20 from municipal/public authorities, 10 from public
health, 40 not-for profit entities, 8 from educational services and 63 business and service
industry related. Starting tomorrow the Assessments will be reviewed with Witt
O’Brien’s and determine the next step in who gets an application for funds and who they
will need more information.

BARTA has completed installation of protective equipment on all the buses and will
begin charges fares Monday, August 3, 2020.

Mt. Penn Preserve — monthly meeting held last Wednesday, and reported they are
working on a DCNR Grant application for a trail master plan and looking at upgrading
the Pagoda Trail, a two mile existing trail that runs from the DoubleTree in the City to the
Pagoda and back.

Election Board Meeting at 11:00 a.m. today, where there will be discussions on the
continuing need for PPE for the November Election, a potential pay increase for poll
workers, a secure lock box for the lobby of the Services Center and two City Charter
questions.

Commissioner Leinbach

Shared Pennsylvania Department of Health COVID-19 Early Warning Dashboard, which
is updated on a weekly basis, and shows for the most part an increase in COVID cases in
the State and County. Good news for Berks County, there is a slight decrease in
hospitalization and zero individuals on ventilators, but there is an increase in emergency
room visits for COVID-19 symptoms.

CCAP Task Force — participated in a call last week with Governor Wolf and asked the
Govemnor to show him the data that shows restaurants and bars are causing an increase in
the rate of COVID-19 cases. Governor Wolf was unable to provide that data.
Commissioner Leinbach responded to a recent article in the Reading Eagle dealing with
transparency. Commissioner Leinbach said the County has never been more transparent
and noted almost every public County meeting in now held via Microsoft Teams Live,
Facebook and You Tube.

ROW OFFICERS’ COMMENTS
None.
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COMMENTS FROM THE FLOOR
Public comments are attached hereto.

Commissioner Barnhardt responded to the following comments:

Work from home — The County still has a fair number of employees working from home,
and will continue to do so. It is more of a safety factor than cost factor.

Law Enforcement — The County makes a significant contribution to law enforcement
through the Jail, the Sheriff-Central Booking; District Attorney/Detectives/ Forensic
Center; BCERT, the Court (APO/JPO) and 911.

BCRC — Still waiting for a call from Governor Wolf,

Elections — Yes, the County will continue to run elections.

Public Schools — County does not have control of public schools, but does have a
working relationship with BCIU.

County Health Department — willing to have a discussion, but warned of the far reaching
expectation when a health department is implemented.

Commissioner Leinbach responded to the following comments:

Agreed with Commissioner Barnhardt’s comments on a Health Department, adding we
shouldn’t assume just because we have a Health Department they will do things as we
expect think they should.

Schools going back in the fall — The County has no authority to tell schools when to open
or close, but Commissioner Leinbach has been on some calls with BCIU and
superintendents on what they are dealing with.

Evening Meetings — The Commissioners work during the day and hold our meetings
during the day.

Election reform — Believes Berks County handles mail-in ballots appropriately and
securely.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:15 A.M.
Respectfully Submitted,

W, K1

Maryjo Gi@ﬁjl,/chief Clerk
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