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THE ABSENT PARENT LIVES OUTSIDE BERKS COUNTY 

 

Support complaints are sometimes sent to another county or state if the absent 

parent lives there, but it is not always necessary to do so. There are federal and 
state laws that allow the case to be handled in Berks County even if the absent 

parent lives outside Berks County, Pennsylvania or the United States. At the intake 
interview options will be discussed and a decision made with the assistance of the 
intake interviewer as to whether the case should be sent to another court. It is 

usually better to keep the case local whenever possible.  

EVERY STATE AND EVERY COUNTRY HAS DIFFERENT CHILD SUPPORT 

LAWS. IN MOST CASES THE LAWS OF THE OTHER COURT APPLY ONCE AN 

ORDER IS ENTERED OR ENFORCED BY THAT COURT.  

OUTSIDE THE STATE 

If the complaint for support is sent to a court outside Pennsylvania, the other court 

will establish and enforce the support order and send the payments to our office. 
In such cases, the plaintiff is not required to go to the other court for any 

hearings. These actions are called Interstate or UIFSA cases. Even if a case starts 
as a Berks County case and the defendant moves out of state, the case can remain 
local; however if enforcement becomes a problem, the case can be referred to 

another state for “registration”. This means that the other state will assist in the 
enforcement of the case, but jurisdiction remains with Pennsylvania. If both 

parties move out of the state, the order can be registered to another state for 
enforcement and modification, and Berks County would dismiss its interests in the 
case.  

OUTSIDE THE COUNTY 

If the absent parent lives in another county, the support action can be filed locally 
in most circumstances. If it cannot be filed locally, an IFSA complaint will be filed, 
which allows Berks County to assist the plaintiff, however the support order will be 

entered and enforced by the county where the non-custodial parent lives. Once an 
order is entered, the case can be transferred to another county if both parties 

move to the same county, or the case can be registered to another county if the 
defendant moves and enforcement becomes a problem.  

OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY 

The Unites States has agreements, called “reciprocity” with many other countries. 

If an agreement exists, a complaint for support can be sent to that country in 
order to get a support order entered and payments sent to Pennsylvania. If 

collection of a Berks County support order becomes a problem when a defendant 
that moves out of the country, a registration request can be sent to that country 
for assistance with enforcing the order.  


