
Deputy Sheriff  Chris Gorel was recently recognized in the 
Pennsylvania Sheriff s’ Association annual publication for 
off -duty actions this past summer when he stopped to render 
aid to two motorists who lost control of their pick-up truck 

and camper. Arriving on the scene just outside of Oley before 
EMS and Fire had arrived, Deputy Gorel kept the victim who 

was pinned inside the overturned truck calm as well as assisted 
as the truck’s roof was later cut away by Lower Alsace Township 
emergency responders, freeing the trapped passenger. The Sheriff ’s 
Department did not learn of Deputy Gorel’s actions until days later 

when the injured passenger was released from the hospital and then contacted the 
Sheriff  personally. 

Deputy Gorel’s quiet commitment to duty, both on and off  the job, was again demonstrated this past year when 
he stepped up to take charge of the Berks County Sheriff ’s Department Explorer Program, often on his own time. He 
led the youth group through the successful completion of its fi rst year and will continue to be instrumental in its training and expansion for 2013.

Deputy Gorel is a veteran of the United States Marine Corps and the U.S. Army Reserves. He has worked in corrections as well as powersport sales for many years 
before joining the Berks County Sheriff ’s Department. Graduating from the Pa. Deputy Sheriff ’s Academy at Penn State in 2011 (where he was elected president of 
his class), he was moved to the Patrol Division and more recently transferred to the department’s Warrants Division. In February, 2013, he was deputized a Special 
Deputy with the US Marshals Fugitive Task Force. 

Unknown to most, Deputy Gorel is a former motorcycle road racer and spent many years building and racing various machinery at racetracks up and down the 
east coast. His fi nal racebike, a Ducati he named ThunderDuc, was featured in Motorcyclist magazine in Feb. 2009. When not at work, his time is spent with his son or 
various outdoor activities.

“Making a Difference”
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Deputy Sheriff  Chris Gorel

The heartbreaking and incomprehensible shooting at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Newtown, Conn. this past December has resulted 

in feelings of helplessness and a sense of needing to 
do something to help the families of the victims 

and survivors. We all wish for a solution to ensure 
that a tragedy this horrifi c never happens again. 
Unfortunately, the only solution for some is to support 
a ban on semi-automatic weapons and restrict law 

abiding citizens from their constitutional right to own 
and carry a gun. 

The fact is that more gun laws will not 
stop someone intent on doing harm. 

It’s also a fact that President Obama’s 
main legislative proposals to control 

weapons would not have prevented 
the shootings at Sandy Hook. This 

country does not need more laws 
restricting the right to own; this 
country needs to enforce the 

laws already in place regarding gun ownership. For example, if someone who 
owns a fi rearm provides a weapon to someone who uses that weapon in a 
crime, that person to whom the weapon is registered must be held accountable. 
Those holding a license to carry have a responsibility for their weapons and what 
happens with those weapons, no matter who is using those weapons. 

A background check is conducted and a license to carry a fi rearm is not issued 
to anyone who has been involuntarily committed for mental health issues, to 
anyone with a criminal record, or to anyone who has a record of involvement 
with someone with a criminal record. 

Law abiding gun owners are not committing the crimes that anti-gun 
advocates say will be reduced with laws restricting ownership. In 2012, for 
example, of the nearly 35,000 gun permits in Berks County, less than a half a 
percentage of those licenses were revoked as a result of criminal activity, mental 
health issues, or at the request of a police department. 

A federal government solution to fi x every problem or tragedy in society is no 
solution at all. Someone intent on doing harm to others is likely to use whatever 
means available, making prevention even more diffi  cult. A real solution 
must come from a collaborative eff ort of law enforcement, mental health 
professionals, sociologists and community leaders.

BCSD To Again Off er
AARP Driver Safety 
Course - pg. 5

Crime Summit - pg. 3

Safety Tips
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Working Together….
James P. Troutman, Berks County Clerk of Courts, presented the Berks County Sheriff ’s 

Department with four Apple iPads to be used by deputies in the Warrants Division. 
These iPads will provide immediate updates to deputies in the fi eld eliminating the 
need to return to the Department to verify information.  Each iPad will display details 
of an outstanding warrant to include all identifi ers, as well as area maps and color 
photographs of wanted persons.

James Troutman, an attendee at the recent Crime Summit on January 18, noted 
the importance of departments working together to combat crime and reiterated the 
consensus of the Crime Summit that a collaborative eff ort to share resources is essential 
as no one entity can do it alone. 

The Clerk of Courts offi  ce produces the warrants ordered by the Courts that are then 
served by the deputies. The iPads were paid for by the Clerk of Courts automation fund 
which receives fees assessed to each criminal defendant for the purpose of maintaining 
and updating technology for the offi  ce.

 (L-R) James Troutman, Clerk of Courts; Eric J. Weaknecht, Sheriff ; and Gary Cirulli, 
Captain, BCSD

Captain Gary Cirulli

Deputies of the Berks County Sheriff ’s Department Warrants Division are responsible for 
the service of arrest warrants issued by the courts. Serving these warrants is accomplished 
regardless of the originating court’s location.

The Warrants Division is also responsible for the extradition of fugitives arrested in other 
states for crimes committed in Berks County. At the discretion of the District Attorney’s Offi  ce, 
these fugitives are brought back to Berks County for a hearing on their outstanding criminal 
charges. 

Every warrant is treated as serious. Teams of three or more deputies will attempt to 
serve each warrant and, depending on the charges, a K-9 team will also be dispatched. 
Protective gear including bullet proof vests and helmets are worn by each member of the 
team. Identifying information for each wanted person is made available to all deputies in the 
department. Newly acquired iPads enable warrants deputies to access up-to-date information 
on each warrant as soon as that information is made available. Although it can be challenging 
to locate someone who doesn’t want to be found, advances in technology have given law 
enforcement agencies more tools to uncover recent activities and last locations of those intent 
on hiding. In addition to technological advances, old-fashioned detective work also remains 
a reliable resource for locating fugitives. Knocking on doors and asking questions of family 
members, acquaintances, neighbors and employers can be useful in narrowing a search. 

The department’s fugitive tip line (610-478-6390), Crime Alert Berks (1-877-373-9913), 
Channel 69 News, the Merchandiser, Reading Eagle, BCTV, Facebook, Twitter and the 
department’s semi-annual publication Most Wanted are also eff ective tools that allow the 
community to provide tips which greatly assist in apprehending fugitives.

Berks County deputies begin each shift by checking the department’s tip line for information 
and verifying that each warrant is still active through law enforcement databases. Warrants 
are prioritized by type of felony, the most serious being the most urgent. Warrants are also 
issued for misdemeanors, probation violation, failure to appear at trial, and for all domestic 
relations court order violations. Once issued, a warrant never expires until the wanted person is 
located. This department, 
for example, has active 
warrants dating back to the 
1960s. 

The U.S. Marshals 
Fugitive Task Force works 
with the department’s 
Warrants Division.  The 
task force is made up of 
multiple agencies working 

together as part of a nationwide eff ort to apprehend individuals with felony warrants.  As 
sworn members of the Task Force, Berks County warrants deputies have jurisdictional authority 
to apprehend wanted persons outside state lines on any felony warrant.   Since the inception 
of the Task Force division in Berks County in 2001, several thousand violent felons have been 
arrested due to the ongoing cooperation between the various federal, state, and local law 
enforcement agencies involved with daily Task Force operations in Berks County.

Gary Cirulli, Captain of the Warrants Division, oversees the duties of the department’s 16 
warrants deputies and two sergeants and has been employed with the Berks County Sheriff ’s 
Department since 1992.  He was promoted to Captain in 2007 and has worked in that capacity 
in four of the department’s fi ve divisions.  He began serving as Captain of the Warrants Division 
in January, 2011.

Sergeant Frank CataldiDeputy U.S. Marshal Brian Hicks Sergeant Fred Smith Barbara Kodash, Warrants Clerk

Spotlight on Warrants Division

Sergeant Frank CataldiS Sergeant Fred Smith Barbara Kodash Warrants ClerkB

InForce 2 Spring 2013

(1,1)  -2- SheriffNewsletterSpring2013.indd 3/1/13 3:52 PM(1,1)  -2- SheriffNewsletterSpring2013.indd 3/1/13 3:52 PM



The January 18, 2013 Crime Summit attended by Sheriff  Eric Weaknecht and many other private and public leaders shed light on 
the many challenges Reading and Berks County will face to curtail violent crime in the city and surrounding areas. One of the top 
challenges is locating federal and state funding to pay for the suggested proposals, such as the proposal by District Attorney Adams 
for ballistic information technology to help the county and city investigate gun crimes. Most concede, however, that investments in 
technology alone won’t signifi cantly decrease crime here or elsewhere and that cooperation between law enforcement agencies and 
community leaders is an essential requirement in the fi ght against crime. 

Another idea, not new but one which has received a lot of media attention since the crime summit, is a call by Sheriff  Weaknecht 
to state legislators to expand the powers of sheriff  departments. Currently, a deputy sheriff  is only permitted to make an arrest on 
what he or she personally witnesses. All reports of crimes (and crimes which a deputy sheriff  may uncover but not witness) must 
be referred to local authorities. Local law enforcement authorities, state police and the Fraternal Order of Police have historically 
objected to the expansion of deputy powers for fear that such a change may eventually lead to a countywide police force. This 
proposal for legislative change, not included as one of the fi ve initiatives produced by the summit, is gaining support among 
lawmakers as was recently reported in the February 4 issue of the Reading Eagle.

Deputy Sheriff s are already fully trained as police offi  cers having undergone that training in the Deputy Sheriff ’s Academy. Most 
of the 94 Berks County deputies are either former police offi  cers or are currently working in a part-time capacity as a police offi  cer.

Crime Summit… A Beginning

The fi rst annual Kyle Pagerly Explorer Post #027 awards 
banquet was held December 17 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
in Wyomissing. 

Post members have spent the last year attending 
monthly meetings focused on law enforcement topics 
that provided an introduction to what it means and what 
it takes to become a law enforcement offi  cer. They’ve 
toured the County Courthouse, 911 Center, federal 
courthouse, and the District’s Attorney’s Forensic Unit. 
They’ve participated in fi tness exercises led by deputies 
and Chris Kaag of Corps Fitness and successfully completed 
situational drills. They’ve also received fi rearm safety 
training and were able to shoot both rifl es and handguns. 
The Explorers also took part in community events in 
support of the Kyle D. Pagerly Memorial Fund and Friends 
of the Berks County Sheriff  K-9. 

Awards were presented for attendance, participation, 
physical fi tness, communication, and top shot. Explorer 
Stacy Sowers received the Kyle Pagerly Explorer of the Year 
Award on the basis of dependability, attitude, and overall 

contribution to the Post, and Explorer Stephen Piech received the Sheriff  Leadership Award 
for consistent and demonstrated guidance of others throughout the past year.

Alecia and Savannah Pagerly, Kyle’s wife and daughter, also attended the event along 
with Michelle and Paul Moyer, Kyle’s mother and stepfather, who received recognition for 
their dedicated support and attendance at each meeting.

A special thanks to County Commissioner Christian Leinbach who emceed the event; 
keynote speaker Chris Kaag of Corps Fitness; and to the family and friends of the Explorers 
who contributed to the cost of hosting the dinner. 

Berks County Sheriff ’s Department Explorer Post #027 is named after Deputy Sheriff  Kyle 
Pagerly, badge No. 27, who was killed in the line of duty on June 29, 2011 while serving a 
felony warrant in northern Berks County. Kyle Pagerly was excited to be a part of the post 
and the fi rst to volunteer his time to its formation and development at the time of his death. 

“The epitome 

of leadership 

is service and 

a local model 

of service was 

the late Deputy 

Sheriff  Kyle 

Pagerly. The 

Explorer Post 

Program will 

help motivate 

and empower 

another 

generation of 

leaders. 

Kyle was the 

fi rst to volunteer 

to help lead 

this program 

and he would 

be so proud of 

this fi rst group 

of Explorers 

honored at this 

inaugural event.” 

- Commissioner 
Christian Leinbach

Explorer Post #027 
First Annual Banquet

 (L-R): Savannah and Alecia Pagerly; Steven Piech, recipient of 
Sheriff ’s Award; Stacy Sowers, recipient of Explorer of the Year Award; 
Sheriff  Eric Weaknecht

Front: Steven Piech, Ryan Hurlbrink, James Gibson, Alan Stehman, Andy 
Candiau, Destiny Wood. Center: Tyler Shriver, Stacy Sowers, Nathan 
Margerison, Erica Julia, Nathan Bentz. Back: Dennis Swartz, Blake Roberts, 
Xavier Martinez; Seth Heltzinger, Carter Pries, Gracie Bunduka

Happy 1st 

Birthday

Savannah 

Pagerly!

InForce 3 Spring 2013

(2,1)  -2- SheriffNewsletterSpring2013.indd 3/1/13 3:52 PM(2,1)  -2- SheriffNewsletterSpring2013.indd 3/1/13 3:52 PM



Sheriff  Weaknecht and members of the 
Berks County Sheriff ’s Department decorated 
the department’s Christmas tree with 50 paper 
angels, each with a name and suggested gift 
idea for a Berks County senior identifi ed by Berks 
Encore. Candy, grocery cards, bathrobes, blankets 
and other treasures were beautifully wrapped 
and delivered on Christmas Eve by deputies to 
Meals on Wheels program recipients.

BCSD’s Best Friend
The Berks County Sheriff ’s Department wants to publicly thank the Redner 

family of Redner’s Warehouse Markets for being a loyal Friend of the Berks 
County Sheriff ’s K-9 Association. Redner’s Warehouse Markets has been 
supplying the BCSD with dog food for its three K-9 partners, Blitz, Rokk and 
Storm, since each became members of the Sheriff ’s Department. Redner’s has 
also generously committed to supplying dog food for retired K-9 Jynx for the 
remainder of his life. 

The department estimates that Redner’s has donated nearly 4,000 lbs of dog 
food (equivalent to the weight of one sheriff  deputy patrol vehicle).

Redner’s has been a family operated business since it opened in 1970 and 
became the fi rst supermarket in Pennsylvania to be employee owned in 1975. 

All Redner’s stores 
became warehouse 
markets by 1987. 
Management now 
includes the third 
generation of Redners 
operating and 
managing 39 stores in 
Pennsylvania, Delaware 
and Maryland. 

Berks County Sheriff ’s Department K-9 Division

READING PET EXPO
March 22-24, 2013
Greater Reading Expo Center,
2525 N. 12 St., Reading, PA 19605

Friends of the Berks County Sheriff  K-9 will be on site at the 2013 Reading Pet 
Expo on March 22 through 24. Come out to meet Blitz, Rokk and Storm! Retired 
K-9 Jynx will also make an appearance on March 23. Members of the Sheriff ’s 
Department will answer questions regarding the K-9 Division and the special 
skills of each K-9. You can purchase K-9 Division merchandise, watch as our K-9s 
demonstrate their skills, and sign up or renew gold or silver membership with the 
Friends of the Berks County Sheriff  K-9, a non-profi t organization formed to help 
off set the costs of maintaining the department’s K-9 Division. To sign up or renew 
membership at any time during 2013, please call 610-478-6240 ext. 3262.
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Back L-R Ryan Redner, Chief Operating Offi  cer; Richard Redner, 
President and Chief Executive Offi  cer, Eric J. Weaknecht, Sheriff 
Front L-R Deputy Perry Taglienti with K-9 partner, Blitz; and 
Matthew Mendenhall, Captain of Patrol and K-9 Division

BCSD Holiday Outreach

To join your friends and neighbors
in supporting the

Friends of the Berks County
Sheriff ’s K-9 Association, go to

www.CountyofBerks.com/Sheriff 
and become a member
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InForce
An “active shooter” is 

anyone actively engaged 
in killing or attempting to 
kill people in a confi ned 

and/or populated area. In most cases, active shooters use fi rearms. There is no pattern 
or method to their selection of victims. Any changes to laws that restrict the right to 
purchase and carry fi rearms will not stop an active shooter intent on carrying out a 
plan to kill multiple people. 

Active shooters have caused a shift in law enforcement training and tactics. In the 
hope of minimizing the number of casualties, law enforcement personnel are trained 
to enter into an active shooter situation rather than wait for backup. Typically, most 
casualties in an active shooter situation occur in the fi rst 10 minutes. 

Schools, government agencies, and private sector businesses are investigating 
options for instituting education and training programs for active shooter situations.  
Employees can be trained to rapidly assess the threat, evacuate safely when possible, 

or barricade and hide from the shooter. Collective resistance tactics can be used as last 
resort to fi ght the shooter and take control of the weapon. 

Anyone can take measures to reduce the risk of becoming a victim of an active 
shooter: 

• Evacuate – have an escape route and plan in mind; leave belongings 
behind; and keep your hands visible to avoid being misidentifi ed as the 
shooter

• Hide out – hide in an area out of the active shooter’s view; block entry to 
your hiding place, lock the doors, and put your phone on vibrate 

• Take action – as a last resort (and only when your life is in imminent 
danger), attempt to incapacitate the active shooter. Act with physical 
aggression and throw items at the active shooter

When law enforcement arrives, it’s important to remain calm and follow offi  cers’ 
instructions. To reduce confusion, be sure to raise your hands, spread your fi ngers, 
avoid any quick movements toward offi  cers, and do not stop to ask offi  cers for help or 
directions when evacuating. Proceed in the direction from which offi  cers are entering 
the premises and move out of the way until the situation is under control.

BERKS COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

Safety TipsSafety Tips

BERKS COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

If you have 
information 

that can help 
apprehend 
any of the 

fugitives in this 
publication, 

call the Berks 
County Sheriff ’s 

Department 
Fugitive Tip 

Line at
610-478-6390 
or Crime Alert 

Berks at
1-877-373-9913.

All your 
information 
will be kept 

confi dential.

Sheriff  Eric J. Weaknecht
on Identifying
License To Carry Applicants

An outgrowth in the wake of the Sandy Hook Elementary tragedy was the 
publishing of the names of gun permit holders in the counties of Rockland and 
Westchester, New York. The Berks County Sheriff ’s Department has received 
numerous inquiries regarding its position on the release and/or publication of 
named individuals who have applied for a license to carry fi rearms.

Sheriff  Eric Weaknecht states that he will not release any information 
contained on an application for license to carry fi rearms and that all information 
an applicant provides is confi dential and not subject to public disclosure per 
Pennsylvania statute at 18 Pa. C.S. §6111(i).

The Berks County Sheriff ’s Department will again off er a two day AARP driver 
safety course for anyone over the age of 50. The course will be held on April 2 and 3 
from 8:00 a.m. to Noon at the Berks County Agriculture Center, 1238 County Welfare 
Road, Leesport, PA 19533. Those attending the full eight hour course will receive a 
5 percent discount on their automobile insurance for a three year period. No tests, 
either written or driving, are required for the successful completion of the course.

For additional information on the AARP driver safety course, log onto aarp.org. To 
register for the April 2 and 3 course, contact 610-478-6240 ext. 3262. The cost is $12 
for AARP members and $14 for non members. Checks should be made payable to 
AARP and can be paid on the day of testing. Class size is limited to 25 people.

BCSD To Again Off er
AARP Driver Safety 
Course

Herman Thomas
5ft 6in  200lbs
5/24/1965  47yo
400 block of Walnut Street, Reading
Wanted for: Forgery

William Ragland
5ft 7in  170lbs
10/4/1984  28yo
100 block of S. 5th Street, Reading
Wanted for: Aggravated Assault

Steven Swavely
5ft 2in  160lbs
5/6/1988  24yo
200 block of E. 2nd Street, Bernville
Wanted for: Probation Violation
Original Charges: Theft by Unlawful 
Taking

Javier Rodriguez
5ft 11in  160lbs
5/3/1991  21yo
1300 block of N. 11th Street, Reading
Wanted for: Robbery, Simple 
Assault

Jesse Castillo
6ft 2in  170lbs
3/22/1988  24yo
1300 block of Church Street, Reading
Wanted for: Aggravated Assault
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Congratulations to
Captain Eric Seidel
who was promoted from the rank of 
Sergeant eff ective January 30, 2013

As Captain of the Court Division, 
Captain Seidel’s duties include 
the supervision and scheduling 
of the 30 plus deputies providing 
courtroom security, working with 
the District Attorney’s Offi  ce to 
ensure inmate attendance at 
hearings, and the transporting 
of inmates to and from housing 
facilities throughout Pennsylvania.  
Captain Seidel began working as 
a deputy sheriff  in February, 2008 
and was promoted to Sergeant 
that same year. He has also worked 
in the central booking, patrol and 
warrants divisions. Captain Seidel is 
also a CODY records management 
instructor, Project Lifesaver 
instructor, and a member of the U.S. 
Marshal’s fugitive taskforce.

Safety Tips
The Berks County Sheriff ’s Department patrol room got a makeover, 

thanks to a very generous donation made by EthoSource, LLC. 
EthoSource is a New Morgan company that buys high-end used offi  ce 
furniture from large businesses all over the country, refurbishes it, and 
then resells it. In a Reading Eagle article about the donation, owner 
of EthoSource, John Gallen, was quoted as saying that donations 
to organizations doing good work in the community is part of his 
company’s philosophy.

Department personnel spent 
days moving and reorganizing 
documents to clear space in 
anticipation of the donated 
furniture which includes a 
storage tower containing mini 
lockers and bins for personal 
storage, a 6 ft. conference 
table, and a dozen new 
offi  ce chairs. The patrol 
room has been transformed 
into a modern workplace 
appreciated by everyone in 
the department.

Patrol Room Gets Makeover BEFORE

A Message
from the 
Pennsylvania
Sheriff s’ 
Association

Sheriff  Weaknecht has added his name to the growing list of Sheriff s and Associations 
saying “No” to Obama gun control. Nine other members of the Pennsylvania Sheriff s’ 
Association have joined Sheriff  Weaknecht as well as hundreds of others from state 
associations across the country.

The Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Sheriff s’ Association, Robert Wollyung, 
announced the position of the County Sheriff s of this state has not changed in regard to 
gun control. The Sheriff s are Constitutional Offi  cers sworn to uphold the Constitutions 
of the United States and the Commonwealth. No directive has been given, nor is any 
directive expected to require the removal or surrender of any fi rearms in this state. 
Pennsylvania does have; however, laws that require individuals who are subject to 
Protection from Abuse orders to temporarily surrender their weapons to the Sheriff  until 
the case is disposed of in Court.

To view individual associations and Sheriff s who publically vowed to uphold and 
defend the Constitution against Obama’s unlawful gun control measures, log onto the 
Constitutional Sheriff s and Peace Offi  cers Association at cspoa.org.

t

AFTER

InForce 6 Spring 2013

(2,1)  -1- SheriffNewsletterSpring2013.indd 3/1/13 3:52 PM(2,1)  -1- SheriffNewsletterSpring2013.indd 3/1/13 3:52 PM


