
Deputy Sheriff John Phillips is certified as an instructor in firearms 
and firearms safety, taser use, and the Law Enforcement Officers 
Safety Act (LEOSA).  Most recently, he completed over 40 hours of 

instruction to become certified to facilitate an AARP Driver Safety 
Course.  Deputy Phillips is a crime prevention officer who regularly 
presents the “Refuse to be a Victim” and other senior safety programs 
offered by the Sheriff’s Department at no cost to senior groups, senior 

care facilities and other community groups.   
  Deputy Phillips is a Veteran of the United States Army 
                    and a graduate of the State Police Academy.  He has logged over 2,000 hours of training in 

law enforcement topics such as criminal and drug investigation, detection and identification; evidence technician, 
and law enforcement photography.  He is also an Armorer (maintenance and repair of firearms).  His law 
enforcement background includes that of patrolman for Robeson Township Police Department and Sergeant for Mt. Penn Police Department.  He has 
been a Deputy Sheriff with Berks County since June, 2005 and, in addition to his role as facilitator of outreach programs and firearms instructor for the 
Sheriff’s Department, can be found issuing firearms permits at the Berks County Sheriff’s Department Airport Substation.  

Deputy Phillips has a pilot’s license, has made hundreds of freefall parachute jumps, and is a licensed parachute rigger.  He is a 32nd degree Mason, is 
a member of the Blue Knights (an international Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club), and enjoys trap shooting and sky sports.  He has two grown children, 
one of whom is in law enforcement, and if your young child or grandchild receives a telephone call from Santa Claus this Christmas, it may just be Deputy 
Phillips on the other end of the line.  Posing as Santa Claus and calling children during the holiday season is something he has done for over 25 years.
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This fourth issue of InForce marks a year of conveying information 
about the Berks County Sheriff’s Department to the 

citizens of Berks County.  As I reflect on occurrences 
of the past year, I thought it the appropriate 
time to voice my appreciation to each employee 

who has contributed to the success of this 
department. 

Each issue of the newsletter focuses on 
a “Star of the Quarter,” and selecting 

one individual from the 100 plus 
employees who works in this 

department is not an easy task.  
There are many “stars” who 

work here, and I am proud 
to introduce, in this issue, 

those who have served in 
the Armed Forces, those 

who serve as members of our Honor Guard, and those who serve 
as a symbol of strength in their endeavors to overcome a cancer 
diagnosis.  There are also those who deserve recognition for having 
volunteered personal time to work with our young Explorers 
interested in law enforcement careers, those who volunteered 
personal time to ensure the success of the Pennsylvania Sheriffs’ 
Association Conference held in Berks County this past July, and 
another who volunteers her personal time to take pictures to include 
in each issue of this newsletter.  

So many of our employees had a hand in helping to coordinate 
the various fundraisers we hold to raise money for the Kyle Pagerly 
Memorial Fund, the Kyle Pagerly K-9 Training Facility, and the 
Friends of the Berks County Sheriff K-9.  We’ve had members of our 
department organize a blood drive and then donate blood, jump 
onto bikes and ride to Washington DC in honor and remembrance of 
Kyle Pagerly, and those who regularly raise a hand and step up and 
step in to do whatever is asked  

Jynx... Always Our 
Hero - pg. 4

Berks County Sheriff’s 
Department Honor 
Guard - pg. 2

The approaching Holiday Season brings many 
opportunities for shopping trips, and thieves have 
found some creative new ways to take advantage 
of the technology busy holiday shoppers rely on 
to make their lives easier.  GPS devices and cell 
phones have become targets for thieves to gain 

information about you that they can then use to break into your home or steal your identity.   
Mall parking lots provide a vast selection of choice for criminals looking for cars that 

have a suction cup ring visible on the windshield.   This is the mark a GPS mount leaves 
after it has been attached to the windshield.  The thief will enter the car and steal 
the garage door opener and the GPS (often left in the glove box).  The thief will then 
disable the car by flattening a tire.  The flat tire will delay your return to your home.  In 
the meantime, the thief now uses the “Home” function of the GPS to take him or her to 
your home where it’s easy to gain entrance using the garage door opener.

There are several things you can do to prevent this type of theft. Never leave your GPS 
in the car, clean the mark off the windshield, and DO NOT program the “Home” function 
directly to your front door.  You already know where you live. Program your GPS with a 
location near your home but not at your home. This will get you close enough if you ever use 
this feature yourself, but it will mislead anyone else from going directly to your residence.

In addition to using information in your GPS to gain access into your home, criminals 
will often use information contained in smart phones to steal identities. Think about 
all the information stored in your cell phone:  names, addresses, birthdates (personal 
information needed to steal someone’s identity). 

Cell phones are easily lost or stolen. While it is nice to have personal information 
handy in one convenient place, think about what might happen if that information fell 
into the wrong hands. Never store personal information like social security numbers, 
debit card passwords and credit card numbers in your cell phone.

Protect yourself by limiting what information you store in your cell phone, and make 
sure that you have a password set in order to access your phone. Some smart phones have a 
free application that can be installed that will allow you to security lock or even completely 
erase your smart phone from any computer with Internet access. That way, if your phone is 
lost or stolen, you can make sure that the information stored in it is safe from prying eyes.

Technology is a wonderful thing and it can be used to make our lives much easier. 
Technology can also be used against you in surprising ways by enterprising criminals.

Berks County sheriff’s Department

Safety Tips

Tucker Mellinger
6ft 3in  180lbs
12/17/1992  20yo
Address Unknown
Wanted for: Probation Violation
Original charges: Causing/Risking a 
Catastrophe

Jose Rivera-Rivera
5ft 8in  180lbs
12/18/1983  29yo
100 block of N. 9th Street, Reading
Wanted for: Burglary

Jayson Rivera
6ft 2in  200lbs
12/2/1985  27yo
100 block of Lafayette Street, Reading
Wanted for: Burglary

Rene Vasquez
5ft 8in  160lbs
1/13/1978  34yo
300 block of N. 9th Street, Reading
Wanted for: Criminal Attempt to 
Commit Homicide

Donez Weaver
5ft 8in  170lbs
9/4/1981  31yo
900 block of Perry Street, Reading
Wanted for: Possession of a Firearm 
Prohibited

Berks County sheriff’s Department

Most Wanted

Berks County 
sheriff’s Department

Recent Promotions
Congratulations to Captain Matthew Mendenhall, who was promoted from the rank of Sergeant, and to Sergeant Brian Boyer, who was promoted from the rank of Deputy, 

effective October 31, 2012.  

If you have 
information 

that can help 
apprehend 
any of the 

fugitives in this 
publication, 

call the Berks 
County Sheriff’s 

Department 
Fugitive Tip 

Line at 
610-478-6390 
or Crime Alert 

Berks at 
1-877-373-9913.

All your 
information 
will be kept 

confidential.

BCSD Offers AARP 
Driver Safety Course

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department 
presented an eight hour AARP Driver Safety 
Course over a two day period in November 
which was specifically reserved at no cost 
to  Veterans and their families in honor of 
Veterans Day.  Deputy John Phillips recently 
completed the AARP certification process and 
facilitated the course on November 26 and 27 

at the Berks County Agricultural Center.  Those attending the full eight hours received 
a 5 percent discount on automobile insurance for a three year period.  No tests, either 
written or driving, were required for successful completion of the course.

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department will be offering the AARP driver safety 
course in the spring of 2013 at minimal cost to anyone over the age of 50.  Look 
for upcoming details in February, 2013 on the department’s website at www.
countyofberks.com/Sheriff.   The same 5 percent discount on automobile insurance 
for three years will be offered to those fully attending the eight hour course.

The holidays are right around the corner!  Please consider supporting the Berks County Sheriff’s K-9 and Honor Guard Divisions by purchasing one or more products for your-
self or someone on your gift list.  These popular items have sold quickly at fundraising events held throughout the past year.  T-shirts, sweatshirts, and baseball hats display a 
K-9 likeness, paw prints or K-9 or Honor Guard logo.  To view all merchandise available and to complete the order form, log onto www.countyofberks.com/sheriff.  The order 
form and check made payable to the Berks County Sheriff Benevolence Fund should be mailed to Jennifer De Frees, Berks County Sheriff’s Department, 633 Court Street, 
Reading, PA 19601.  

Captain Mendenhall oversees the K-9 Division and Patrol/Services Division.  He 
handles all training, demonstrations and scheduling of the K-9 officers and their 
partners.  He has been and continues to be instrumental in the development and 
operation of the Kyle Pagerly K-9 Training Facility.  He also regularly serves as a 
decoy for the K-9s during training.  As Captain of Patrol/Services Division, Captain 
Mendenhall is responsible for the daily operations to effect service of civil process 
orders, oversees the schedule of citations requiring court involvement, and assures 
assignment and maintenance of the entire fleet of vehicles.  Captain Mendenhall is 
also an active member of the Berks County Sheriff’s Department Honor Guard.

Sergeant Brian Boyer is assigned to the Central Processing Division (the processing 
of new prisoners). His responsibilities include supervising the intake and processing 
duties of 14 deputies who, on average, handle 25 intakes daily.  The entire process 
(intake through arraignment) can take approximately one hour to finalize.   Ensuring 
that corresponding paperwork for each intake is complete and accurate is a primary 
responsibility.  In addition, Sergeant Boyer will continue serving as the Department 
and Honor Guard’s Chaplain.   

like us on facebook Berks County Sheriff follow us on twitter Twitter@BerksSheriff  email us Sheriff@CountyofBerks.com

Play It Safe This Holiday Season

to get the job done.  Many of our employees are also devoted to programs outside 
the department that directly benefit the community, and I hope to share that type of 
information in upcoming newsletters as a means of introducing the public to another 
side of those who work in this department.  And then, of course, there are those who 
routinely perform the duties of their jobs under circumstances that are often not 
routine at all. 

Everything we do in this department is through a shared vision of protecting and 
serving the public, and whether it’s in a big way or small, each employee contributes 
to its success, often in ways not listed in any job description.  My sincere appreciation 
and thanks goes to all the members of the Berks County Sheriff’s Department for 
their hard work and dedication that makes everything we do possible.

continued on page 5

continued from page 1

A Message from the Sheriff

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department wishes you Joy  
and Peace at the Holidays and throughout the New Year!
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The battle against cancer of any kind isn’t an easy one, and those in this department who have received a cancer diagnosis say the initial shock after hearing such a diagnosis can 
be almost as debilitating as the treatment itself.  And once the initial shock wears off?  That’s when they say the fight begins.  Members of the Berks County Sheriff’s Department 
who have battled and continue to battle cancer have become symbols of strength to their friends and co-workers.  In a law enforcement work environment, where most would 
equate strength with bravery, the department would like to recognize the strength and bravery of its members who have fought and continue to fight this horrible disease.

Jynx made a nationwide appearance on October 6, 2012 when he, along with seven 
other hero dog finalists, made their way to Hollywood, California to learn which one 
would be named 2012 American Hero Dog by the American Humane Association. Each 
hero dog finalist was named as top dog in one of eight different categories and received 
$5,000 each for a named charity partner.  Jynx, winner of the law enforcement category, 
named K9s4Cops as his charity partner.  

Jynx received a warm sendoff during a pep rally held outside the Berks County 
Services Center on October 4.  The Friends of the Berks County Sheriff’s K-9 sponsored 
free hotdogs and a limited number of free t-shirts depicting the saying “Jynxie Goes to 
Hollywood” as a way to say thank you to Berks County and  everyone who supported a 

Jynx win by voting on-line through the cutoff date on October 5.  
Sheriff Weaknecht and his wife, Jessica, traveled to California along with Alecia 

Pagerly and Jynx to attend the banquet where the winner of the 2012 American Hero 
Dog was announced.  Unfortunately, Jynx did not receive the highest number of on-line 
votes to be named the winner, but he will always be a hero to the members of the 
Berks County Sheriff’s Department and to the citizens of the Berks County community 
who view Jynx as a symbol of strength and perseverance and an advocate for law 
enforcement agencies nationwide.  

The American Hero Dog Awards ceremony was aired on the Hallmark Channel on 
November 8, 2012.

Sue Artz 
Civil Division
“Remain focused and positive; ATTITUDE 
IS EVERYTHING!!!  When you are blessed 
with a great support system, you can get 
through anything!”

Dep. Dean Raifsnider
Patrol / Services Division
“No matter how difficult things can be, 
you can always handle a little bit more.”

Dep. Andrew Rushton
Court Division
“Who of you by worrying can add a 
single hour to his life?” ~ Matthew 6:27

Dep. Ronald Uczynski, Jr.
Patrol / Services Division
“Attitude is everything -- family, friends 
and the power of prayer will help you 
through the tough times.”

In 1954, President Dwight Eisenhower signed a bill proclaiming November 11 as Veterans Day.  He issued a Presidential Order directing the head of the Veterans Administration 
(now called the Department of Veterans Affairs), to form a Veterans Day National Committee to organize and oversee the national observance of Veterans Day. Veterans Day is a 
federal holiday honoring all American veterans, both living and dead, for dedicated and loyal service to their country.  Proudly, we introduce you to the members of our department 
whom we acknowledged this past Veterans Day and whose service in the Armed Forces we appreciate every day:

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department Honor Guard was established in 2008, the same year Sheriff Weaknecht 
was sworn into office as Sheriff.  Upon request, the Honor Guard will perform ceremonial duties at national 
monuments and special events, such as the Annual National Peace Officers’ Memorial Service this past May as 
part of National Police Week, the September, 2012 dedication of the Kyle D. Pagerly Memorial Highway along 
the western route of 422 beginning in the Borough of Sinking Spring, and at Alvernia University’s campus as part 
of its ceremony to acknowledge the anniversary of the September 11 terrorist attacks.  In addition, the Berks 
County Sheriff’s Department Honor Guard has attended and performed at every funeral of a Pennsylvania law 
enforcement officer who has died in the line of duty since June 29, 2011, the date Berks County Deputy Sheriff 
Kyle Pagerly was killed.  Kyle Pagerly was also a member of the department’s Honor Guard.  

Members of the Berks County Sheriff’s Department Honor Guard: Dep. Alicia Angstadt, Sgt. Frank Cataldi, Dep. 
Christopher Gorel, Dep. Michael Jackson, Capt. Matthew Mendenhall, Dep. Michael Moorman, Sgt. Keith Neiswender, 

Dep. John Parsons, Dep. Ken Rice, Dep. Ryan Swartz, Dep. Mark Vandermartin, and Sgt. Brian Boyer, Chaplain.

Left: Jynx; Savannah 
Pagerly, Alecia and 
Kyle’s daughter; and 
Michelle Moyer, Kyle’s 
mother.

Right:  Alecia Pagerly 
and Jynx

Battling Cancer JYNX – ALWAYS OUR HEROA Salute to our Veterans 

Deputy Sheriff Hiring ProcessBerks County Sheriff’s 
Department Honor Guard

The Kyle D. Pagerly K-9 Training Facility 
The Kyle D. Pagerly K-9 

Training Facility in Leesport is 
now operational and available 
to all law enforcement K-9 
teams in Berks and surrounding 
counties.  Fellow K-9 officers 
from Berks, Chester and 
Lebanon counties recently 
came together to discuss 
equipment, environment and 
structure that would best meet 
the needs of K-9 teams in 
narcotics, explosives and human 
detection.  As a result of various 
recommendations for exemplar 
equipment, approximately 
20 lockers have been installed in the garage area and four vehicles donated by Chucks Auto Savage 
are now on site, all to be used for detection training.  In addition, a building design plan has been 
conducted and fencing and temporary kennels will be installed in the months to come.  

Thirteen K-9 teams and master trainers attended our first in-service training on October 11, 2012, 
all of whom provided positive feedback on the facility and overall training experience.  Master trainer, 
Franco Angelini of Castle K-9, was also on site and will be working with the Berks County Sheriff’s 
K-9 teams to certify each team through NAPWDA (North American Police Work Dog Association) 
certification standards.

The Kyle D. Pagerly Training Facility will be officially dedicated in the near future.

Berks County Sheriff’s Department K-9 Division
My name is Steven Piech, Jr.  I’m sixteen years old and I’m a junior at Exeter Senior High School 

where I am on the track team and a member of a few different clubs, including Ski Club and 
Spanish Club.  I’m looking into joining the U.S. National Guard and attending a two to four year 
college after graduating from high school.  In college, I would like to study psychology because I 
would like to know what someone else might be thinking.  Another goal is to one day become a 
U.S. Marshal. 

I am also a Junior Firefighter with Exeter Township Fire Department which gives me the 
opportunity to communicate with other citizens and learn how to conduct myself in various 
situations, such as on the scene following a MVA (motor vehicle accident).  I currently work at Giant 
Food Stores as a cashier and Slick Willy’s Karts and Eats as a pit attendant.  I wanted to become a member of the Berks County 
Sheriff’s Department Explorer Post #027 because I wanted to familiarize myself with law enforcement.  I have an amazingly 
supportive family, and I thank my dad and mom for pushing me to do all that I can to achieve my goals. 

The position of Deputy Sheriff is a law enforcement position requiring advanced 
education, training and/or experience.  The position requires the Deputy to uphold 
the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the United States of America as 
well as the Constitution of the United States of America.  Candidates for the position of 
Deputy Sheriff with the Berks County Sheriff’s Department must successfully complete 
the deputy sheriff hiring process which includes a physical agility test, written test, 
background investigation, computer voice stress assessment, personality test, and 
oral interview.  It can take up to six months to complete the initial hiring process for 
employment as deputy sheriff with the Berks County Sheriff’s Department.  The names 
of the candidates who have successfully completed the initial hiring process are placed 
on a list of qualified candidates for consideration when an opening occurs.

Upon hire, the deputy sheriff must attend and successfully complete the state 
mandated 19 week Deputy Sheriff’s Basic Training Academy and be issued an Act 2 
certification within one year of date of hire.  The Academy consists of 760 hours of 

training which includes civil and criminal procedures; 
security; crisis intervention; firearm 
qualification, safety and proficiency; ethics 
and professional development; and many 
others, including vast instruction into the 
criminal justice and Unified Court Systems of 
Pennsylvania.  A deputy sheriff must also obtain 
and maintain multiple certifications, including 
CPR and basic first aid; various law enforcement 
computer certifications; and certifications in 
weaponry (firearm, baton, taser and pepper spray).  

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department begins 
the long process of selecting qualified individuals 
at least once a year or on an as-needed basis.

BCSD Explorer of the Quarter

First Annual 
Friends of 
the Berks 
County 
Sheriff K-9 Picnic 

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department hosted its first Friends 
of the Berks County Sheriff K-9 picnic fundraiser on Saturday, 
September 29, 2012.  Over 100 people attended the fundraiser 
and watched as Blitz, Rokk, and Storm demonstrated their 
specialized skills in narcotics and explosives detection.  Our K-9 
hero Jynx also attended, and each K-9 was the recipient of a St. 
Michael Medal, a token of strength and safety, presented by 
Arthur Cocroft, a former Berks County Deputy Sheriff.  Jynx also 
took part in the final demonstration and, although retired, was 
quick to obey the command to apprehend Sheriff Weaknecht 
(who was prepared and wearing protective equipment). 

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department thanks everyone 
who attended the picnic and expresses sincere appreciation 
for all donations to the Friends of the Berks County Sheriff’s 
K-9 received throughout the year.  To become a member 
of the Friends of the Berks County Sheriff K-9, contact the 
Sheriff’s Department at 610-478-6240 ext. 3262.  A $100 gold 
membership donation includes two tickets to next year’s picnic.

BCSD

Capt. Severo Berrios 
U.S. Army

Dep. Nicholas Calabria 
Pennsylvania Army National Guard

Dep. Francis Ferguson 
 U.S. Marines

Sgt. Frank Cataldi 
U.S. Marines

Dep. David Gabrielli 
U.S. Marines
Pennsylvania Army National Guard

Dep. Christopher Gorel 
U.S. Marines  
U.S. Army Reserves

Dep. Charles Hall  
U.S. Navy 
Air Force Reserves

Dep. Steve Hatfield, Jr. 
U.S. Army

Dep. George Lessig
U.S. Army 

Dep. Michael Light 
U.S. Marines

Sgt. Keith Neiswender  
U.S. Navy
Pennsylvania Army National Guard

Dep. Kyle D. Pagerly  (E.O.W. June 29, 2011)
U.S. Army

Dep. John Parsons 
U.S. Army

Dep. John Phillips 
U.S. Army

Dep. Joseph Roslin 
U.S. Army

Dep. Andrew Rushton 
U.S. Navy
 
Clarence Swoyer 
U.S. Army

Dep. Jason Wolfe  
U.S. Army
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who have battled and continue to battle cancer have become symbols of strength to their friends and co-workers.  In a law enforcement work environment, where most would 
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$5,000 each for a named charity partner.  Jynx, winner of the law enforcement category, 
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Jynx received a warm sendoff during a pep rally held outside the Berks County 
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free hotdogs and a limited number of free t-shirts depicting the saying “Jynxie Goes to 
Hollywood” as a way to say thank you to Berks County and  everyone who supported a 

Jynx win by voting on-line through the cutoff date on October 5.  
Sheriff Weaknecht and his wife, Jessica, traveled to California along with Alecia 

Pagerly and Jynx to attend the banquet where the winner of the 2012 American Hero 
Dog was announced.  Unfortunately, Jynx did not receive the highest number of on-line 
votes to be named the winner, but he will always be a hero to the members of the 
Berks County Sheriff’s Department and to the citizens of the Berks County community 
who view Jynx as a symbol of strength and perseverance and an advocate for law 
enforcement agencies nationwide.  

The American Hero Dog Awards ceremony was aired on the Hallmark Channel on 
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whom we acknowledged this past Veterans Day and whose service in the Armed Forces we appreciate every day:

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department Honor Guard was established in 2008, the same year Sheriff Weaknecht 
was sworn into office as Sheriff.  Upon request, the Honor Guard will perform ceremonial duties at national 
monuments and special events, such as the Annual National Peace Officers’ Memorial Service this past May as 
part of National Police Week, the September, 2012 dedication of the Kyle D. Pagerly Memorial Highway along 
the western route of 422 beginning in the Borough of Sinking Spring, and at Alvernia University’s campus as part 
of its ceremony to acknowledge the anniversary of the September 11 terrorist attacks.  In addition, the Berks 
County Sheriff’s Department Honor Guard has attended and performed at every funeral of a Pennsylvania law 
enforcement officer who has died in the line of duty since June 29, 2011, the date Berks County Deputy Sheriff 
Kyle Pagerly was killed.  Kyle Pagerly was also a member of the department’s Honor Guard.  
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now operational and available 
to all law enforcement K-9 
teams in Berks and surrounding 
counties.  Fellow K-9 officers 
from Berks, Chester and 
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came together to discuss 
equipment, environment and 
structure that would best meet 
the needs of K-9 teams in 
narcotics, explosives and human 
detection.  As a result of various 
recommendations for exemplar 
equipment, approximately 
20 lockers have been installed in the garage area and four vehicles donated by Chucks Auto Savage 
are now on site, all to be used for detection training.  In addition, a building design plan has been 
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and professional development; and many 
others, including vast instruction into the 
criminal justice and Unified Court Systems of 
Pennsylvania.  A deputy sheriff must also obtain 
and maintain multiple certifications, including 
CPR and basic first aid; various law enforcement 
computer certifications; and certifications in 
weaponry (firearm, baton, taser and pepper spray).  

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department begins 
the long process of selecting qualified individuals 
at least once a year or on an as-needed basis.

BCSD Explorer of the Quarter

First Annual 
Friends of 
the Berks 
County 
Sheriff K-9 Picnic 

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department hosted its first Friends 
of the Berks County Sheriff K-9 picnic fundraiser on Saturday, 
September 29, 2012.  Over 100 people attended the fundraiser 
and watched as Blitz, Rokk, and Storm demonstrated their 
specialized skills in narcotics and explosives detection.  Our K-9 
hero Jynx also attended, and each K-9 was the recipient of a St. 
Michael Medal, a token of strength and safety, presented by 
Arthur Cocroft, a former Berks County Deputy Sheriff.  Jynx also 
took part in the final demonstration and, although retired, was 
quick to obey the command to apprehend Sheriff Weaknecht 
(who was prepared and wearing protective equipment). 

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department thanks everyone 
who attended the picnic and expresses sincere appreciation 
for all donations to the Friends of the Berks County Sheriff’s 
K-9 received throughout the year.  To become a member 
of the Friends of the Berks County Sheriff K-9, contact the 
Sheriff’s Department at 610-478-6240 ext. 3262.  A $100 gold 
membership donation includes two tickets to next year’s picnic.
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The battle against cancer of any kind isn’t an easy one, and those in this department who have received a cancer diagnosis say the initial shock after hearing such a diagnosis can 
be almost as debilitating as the treatment itself.  And once the initial shock wears off?  That’s when they say the fight begins.  Members of the Berks County Sheriff’s Department 
who have battled and continue to battle cancer have become symbols of strength to their friends and co-workers.  In a law enforcement work environment, where most would 
equate strength with bravery, the department would like to recognize the strength and bravery of its members who have fought and continue to fight this horrible disease.

Jynx made a nationwide appearance on October 6, 2012 when he, along with seven 
other hero dog finalists, made their way to Hollywood, California to learn which one 
would be named 2012 American Hero Dog by the American Humane Association. Each 
hero dog finalist was named as top dog in one of eight different categories and received 
$5,000 each for a named charity partner.  Jynx, winner of the law enforcement category, 
named K9s4Cops as his charity partner.  

Jynx received a warm sendoff during a pep rally held outside the Berks County 
Services Center on October 4.  The Friends of the Berks County Sheriff’s K-9 sponsored 
free hotdogs and a limited number of free t-shirts depicting the saying “Jynxie Goes to 
Hollywood” as a way to say thank you to Berks County and  everyone who supported a 

Jynx win by voting on-line through the cutoff date on October 5.  
Sheriff Weaknecht and his wife, Jessica, traveled to California along with Alecia 

Pagerly and Jynx to attend the banquet where the winner of the 2012 American Hero 
Dog was announced.  Unfortunately, Jynx did not receive the highest number of on-line 
votes to be named the winner, but he will always be a hero to the members of the 
Berks County Sheriff’s Department and to the citizens of the Berks County community 
who view Jynx as a symbol of strength and perseverance and an advocate for law 
enforcement agencies nationwide.  

The American Hero Dog Awards ceremony was aired on the Hallmark Channel on 
November 8, 2012.

Sue Artz 
Civil Division
“Remain focused and positive; ATTITUDE 
IS EVERYTHING!!!  When you are blessed 
with a great support system, you can get 
through anything!”

Dep. Dean Raifsnider
Patrol / Services Division
“No matter how difficult things can be, 
you can always handle a little bit more.”

Dep. Andrew Rushton
Court Division
“Who of you by worrying can add a 
single hour to his life?” ~ Matthew 6:27

Dep. Ronald Uczynski, Jr.
Patrol / Services Division
“Attitude is everything -- family, friends 
and the power of prayer will help you 
through the tough times.”

In 1954, President Dwight Eisenhower signed a bill proclaiming November 11 as Veterans Day.  He issued a Presidential Order directing the head of the Veterans Administration 
(now called the Department of Veterans Affairs), to form a Veterans Day National Committee to organize and oversee the national observance of Veterans Day. Veterans Day is a 
federal holiday honoring all American veterans, both living and dead, for dedicated and loyal service to their country.  Proudly, we introduce you to the members of our department 
whom we acknowledged this past Veterans Day and whose service in the Armed Forces we appreciate every day:

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department Honor Guard was established in 2008, the same year Sheriff Weaknecht 
was sworn into office as Sheriff.  Upon request, the Honor Guard will perform ceremonial duties at national 
monuments and special events, such as the Annual National Peace Officers’ Memorial Service this past May as 
part of National Police Week, the September, 2012 dedication of the Kyle D. Pagerly Memorial Highway along 
the western route of 422 beginning in the Borough of Sinking Spring, and at Alvernia University’s campus as part 
of its ceremony to acknowledge the anniversary of the September 11 terrorist attacks.  In addition, the Berks 
County Sheriff’s Department Honor Guard has attended and performed at every funeral of a Pennsylvania law 
enforcement officer who has died in the line of duty since June 29, 2011, the date Berks County Deputy Sheriff 
Kyle Pagerly was killed.  Kyle Pagerly was also a member of the department’s Honor Guard.  

Members of the Berks County Sheriff’s Department Honor Guard: Dep. Alicia Angstadt, Sgt. Frank Cataldi, Dep. 
Christopher Gorel, Dep. Michael Jackson, Capt. Matthew Mendenhall, Dep. Michael Moorman, Sgt. Keith Neiswender, 

Dep. John Parsons, Dep. Ken Rice, Dep. Ryan Swartz, Dep. Mark Vandermartin, and Sgt. Brian Boyer, Chaplain.

Left: Jynx; Savannah 
Pagerly, Alecia and 
Kyle’s daughter; and 
Michelle Moyer, Kyle’s 
mother.

Right:  Alecia Pagerly 
and Jynx

Battling Cancer JYNX – ALWAYS OUR HEROA Salute to our Veterans 

Deputy Sheriff Hiring ProcessBerks County Sheriff’s 
Department Honor Guard

The Kyle D. Pagerly K-9 Training Facility 
The Kyle D. Pagerly K-9 

Training Facility in Leesport is 
now operational and available 
to all law enforcement K-9 
teams in Berks and surrounding 
counties.  Fellow K-9 officers 
from Berks, Chester and 
Lebanon counties recently 
came together to discuss 
equipment, environment and 
structure that would best meet 
the needs of K-9 teams in 
narcotics, explosives and human 
detection.  As a result of various 
recommendations for exemplar 
equipment, approximately 
20 lockers have been installed in the garage area and four vehicles donated by Chucks Auto Savage 
are now on site, all to be used for detection training.  In addition, a building design plan has been 
conducted and fencing and temporary kennels will be installed in the months to come.  

Thirteen K-9 teams and master trainers attended our first in-service training on October 11, 2012, 
all of whom provided positive feedback on the facility and overall training experience.  Master trainer, 
Franco Angelini of Castle K-9, was also on site and will be working with the Berks County Sheriff’s 
K-9 teams to certify each team through NAPWDA (North American Police Work Dog Association) 
certification standards.

The Kyle D. Pagerly Training Facility will be officially dedicated in the near future.

Berks County Sheriff’s Department K-9 Division
My name is Steven Piech, Jr.  I’m sixteen years old and I’m a junior at Exeter Senior High School 

where I am on the track team and a member of a few different clubs, including Ski Club and 
Spanish Club.  I’m looking into joining the U.S. National Guard and attending a two to four year 
college after graduating from high school.  In college, I would like to study psychology because I 
would like to know what someone else might be thinking.  Another goal is to one day become a 
U.S. Marshal. 

I am also a Junior Firefighter with Exeter Township Fire Department which gives me the 
opportunity to communicate with other citizens and learn how to conduct myself in various 
situations, such as on the scene following a MVA (motor vehicle accident).  I currently work at Giant 
Food Stores as a cashier and Slick Willy’s Karts and Eats as a pit attendant.  I wanted to become a member of the Berks County 
Sheriff’s Department Explorer Post #027 because I wanted to familiarize myself with law enforcement.  I have an amazingly 
supportive family, and I thank my dad and mom for pushing me to do all that I can to achieve my goals. 

The position of Deputy Sheriff is a law enforcement position requiring advanced 
education, training and/or experience.  The position requires the Deputy to uphold 
the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the United States of America as 
well as the Constitution of the United States of America.  Candidates for the position of 
Deputy Sheriff with the Berks County Sheriff’s Department must successfully complete 
the deputy sheriff hiring process which includes a physical agility test, written test, 
background investigation, computer voice stress assessment, personality test, and 
oral interview.  It can take up to six months to complete the initial hiring process for 
employment as deputy sheriff with the Berks County Sheriff’s Department.  The names 
of the candidates who have successfully completed the initial hiring process are placed 
on a list of qualified candidates for consideration when an opening occurs.

Upon hire, the deputy sheriff must attend and successfully complete the state 
mandated 19 week Deputy Sheriff’s Basic Training Academy and be issued an Act 2 
certification within one year of date of hire.  The Academy consists of 760 hours of 

training which includes civil and criminal procedures; 
security; crisis intervention; firearm 
qualification, safety and proficiency; ethics 
and professional development; and many 
others, including vast instruction into the 
criminal justice and Unified Court Systems of 
Pennsylvania.  A deputy sheriff must also obtain 
and maintain multiple certifications, including 
CPR and basic first aid; various law enforcement 
computer certifications; and certifications in 
weaponry (firearm, baton, taser and pepper spray).  

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department begins 
the long process of selecting qualified individuals 
at least once a year or on an as-needed basis.
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September 29, 2012.  Over 100 people attended the fundraiser 
and watched as Blitz, Rokk, and Storm demonstrated their 
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hero Jynx also attended, and each K-9 was the recipient of a St. 
Michael Medal, a token of strength and safety, presented by 
Arthur Cocroft, a former Berks County Deputy Sheriff.  Jynx also 
took part in the final demonstration and, although retired, was 
quick to obey the command to apprehend Sheriff Weaknecht 
(who was prepared and wearing protective equipment). 

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department thanks everyone 
who attended the picnic and expresses sincere appreciation 
for all donations to the Friends of the Berks County Sheriff’s 
K-9 received throughout the year.  To become a member 
of the Friends of the Berks County Sheriff K-9, contact the 
Sheriff’s Department at 610-478-6240 ext. 3262.  A $100 gold 
membership donation includes two tickets to next year’s picnic.
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Deputy Sheriff John Phillips is certified as an instructor in firearms 
and firearms safety, taser use, and the Law Enforcement Officers 
Safety Act (LEOSA).  Most recently, he completed over 40 hours of 

instruction to become certified to facilitate an AARP Driver Safety 
Course.  Deputy Phillips is a crime prevention officer who regularly 
presents the “Refuse to be a Victim” and other senior safety programs 
offered by the Sheriff’s Department at no cost to senior groups, senior 

care facilities and other community groups.   
  Deputy Phillips is a Veteran of the United States Army 
                    and a graduate of the State Police Academy.  He has logged over 2,000 hours of training in 

law enforcement topics such as criminal and drug investigation, detection and identification; evidence technician, 
and law enforcement photography.  He is also an Armorer (maintenance and repair of firearms).  His law 
enforcement background includes that of patrolman for Robeson Township Police Department and Sergeant for Mt. Penn Police Department.  He has 
been a Deputy Sheriff with Berks County since June, 2005 and, in addition to his role as facilitator of outreach programs and firearms instructor for the 
Sheriff’s Department, can be found issuing firearms permits at the Berks County Sheriff’s Department Airport Substation.  

Deputy Phillips has a pilot’s license, has made hundreds of freefall parachute jumps, and is a licensed parachute rigger.  He is a 32nd degree Mason, is 
a member of the Blue Knights (an international Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club), and enjoys trap shooting and sky sports.  He has two grown children, 
one of whom is in law enforcement, and if your young child or grandchild receives a telephone call from Santa Claus this Christmas, it may just be Deputy 
Phillips on the other end of the line.  Posing as Santa Claus and calling children during the holiday season is something he has done for over 25 years.
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Deputy Sheriff John Phillips

This fourth issue of InForce marks a year of conveying information 
about the Berks County Sheriff’s Department to the 

citizens of Berks County.  As I reflect on occurrences 
of the past year, I thought it the appropriate 
time to voice my appreciation to each employee 

who has contributed to the success of this 
department. 

Each issue of the newsletter focuses on 
a “Star of the Quarter,” and selecting 

one individual from the 100 plus 
employees who works in this 

department is not an easy task.  
There are many “stars” who 

work here, and I am proud 
to introduce, in this issue, 

those who have served in 
the Armed Forces, those 

who serve as members of our Honor Guard, and those who serve 
as a symbol of strength in their endeavors to overcome a cancer 
diagnosis.  There are also those who deserve recognition for having 
volunteered personal time to work with our young Explorers 
interested in law enforcement careers, those who volunteered 
personal time to ensure the success of the Pennsylvania Sheriffs’ 
Association Conference held in Berks County this past July, and 
another who volunteers her personal time to take pictures to include 
in each issue of this newsletter.  

So many of our employees had a hand in helping to coordinate 
the various fundraisers we hold to raise money for the Kyle Pagerly 
Memorial Fund, the Kyle Pagerly K-9 Training Facility, and the 
Friends of the Berks County Sheriff K-9.  We’ve had members of our 
department organize a blood drive and then donate blood, jump 
onto bikes and ride to Washington DC in honor and remembrance of 
Kyle Pagerly, and those who regularly raise a hand and step up and 
step in to do whatever is asked  

Jynx... Always Our 
Hero - pg. 4

Berks County Sheriff’s 
Department Honor 
Guard - pg. 2

The approaching Holiday Season brings many 
opportunities for shopping trips, and thieves have 
found some creative new ways to take advantage 
of the technology busy holiday shoppers rely on 
to make their lives easier.  GPS devices and cell 
phones have become targets for thieves to gain 

information about you that they can then use to break into your home or steal your identity.   
Mall parking lots provide a vast selection of choice for criminals looking for cars that 

have a suction cup ring visible on the windshield.   This is the mark a GPS mount leaves 
after it has been attached to the windshield.  The thief will enter the car and steal 
the garage door opener and the GPS (often left in the glove box).  The thief will then 
disable the car by flattening a tire.  The flat tire will delay your return to your home.  In 
the meantime, the thief now uses the “Home” function of the GPS to take him or her to 
your home where it’s easy to gain entrance using the garage door opener.

There are several things you can do to prevent this type of theft. Never leave your GPS 
in the car, clean the mark off the windshield, and DO NOT program the “Home” function 
directly to your front door.  You already know where you live. Program your GPS with a 
location near your home but not at your home. This will get you close enough if you ever use 
this feature yourself, but it will mislead anyone else from going directly to your residence.

In addition to using information in your GPS to gain access into your home, criminals 
will often use information contained in smart phones to steal identities. Think about 
all the information stored in your cell phone:  names, addresses, birthdates (personal 
information needed to steal someone’s identity). 

Cell phones are easily lost or stolen. While it is nice to have personal information 
handy in one convenient place, think about what might happen if that information fell 
into the wrong hands. Never store personal information like social security numbers, 
debit card passwords and credit card numbers in your cell phone.

Protect yourself by limiting what information you store in your cell phone, and make 
sure that you have a password set in order to access your phone. Some smart phones have a 
free application that can be installed that will allow you to security lock or even completely 
erase your smart phone from any computer with Internet access. That way, if your phone is 
lost or stolen, you can make sure that the information stored in it is safe from prying eyes.

Technology is a wonderful thing and it can be used to make our lives much easier. 
Technology can also be used against you in surprising ways by enterprising criminals.

Berks County sheriff’s Department

Safety Tips

Tucker Mellinger
6ft 3in  180lbs
12/17/1992  20yo
Address Unknown
Wanted for: Probation Violation
Original charges: Causing/Risking a 
Catastrophe

Jose Rivera-Rivera
5ft 8in  180lbs
12/18/1983  29yo
100 block of N. 9th Street, Reading
Wanted for: Burglary

Jayson Rivera
6ft 2in  200lbs
12/2/1985  27yo
100 block of Lafayette Street, Reading
Wanted for: Burglary

Rene Vasquez
5ft 8in  160lbs
1/13/1978  34yo
300 block of N. 9th Street, Reading
Wanted for: Criminal Attempt to 
Commit Homicide

Donez Weaver
5ft 8in  170lbs
9/4/1981  31yo
900 block of Perry Street, Reading
Wanted for: Possession of a Firearm 
Prohibited

Berks County sheriff’s Department

Most Wanted

Berks County 
sheriff’s Department

Recent Promotions
Congratulations to Captain Matthew Mendenhall, who was promoted from the rank of Sergeant, and to Sergeant Brian Boyer, who was promoted from the rank of Deputy, 

effective October 31, 2012.  

If you have 
information 

that can help 
apprehend 
any of the 

fugitives in this 
publication, 

call the Berks 
County Sheriff’s 

Department 
Fugitive Tip 

Line at 
610-478-6390 
or Crime Alert 

Berks at 
1-877-373-9913.

All your 
information 
will be kept 

confidential.

BCSD Offers AARP 
Driver Safety Course

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department 
presented an eight hour AARP Driver Safety 
Course over a two day period in November 
which was specifically reserved at no cost 
to  Veterans and their families in honor of 
Veterans Day.  Deputy John Phillips recently 
completed the AARP certification process and 
facilitated the course on November 26 and 27 

at the Berks County Agricultural Center.  Those attending the full eight hours received 
a 5 percent discount on automobile insurance for a three year period.  No tests, either 
written or driving, were required for successful completion of the course.

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department will be offering the AARP driver safety 
course in the spring of 2013 at minimal cost to anyone over the age of 50.  Look 
for upcoming details in February, 2013 on the department’s website at www.
countyofberks.com/Sheriff.   The same 5 percent discount on automobile insurance 
for three years will be offered to those fully attending the eight hour course.

The holidays are right around the corner!  Please consider supporting the Berks County Sheriff’s K-9 and Honor Guard Divisions by purchasing one or more products for your-
self or someone on your gift list.  These popular items have sold quickly at fundraising events held throughout the past year.  T-shirts, sweatshirts, and baseball hats display a 
K-9 likeness, paw prints or K-9 or Honor Guard logo.  To view all merchandise available and to complete the order form, log onto www.countyofberks.com/sheriff.  The order 
form and check made payable to the Berks County Sheriff Benevolence Fund should be mailed to Jennifer De Frees, Berks County Sheriff’s Department, 633 Court Street, 
Reading, PA 19601.  

Captain Mendenhall oversees the K-9 Division and Patrol/Services Division.  He 
handles all training, demonstrations and scheduling of the K-9 officers and their 
partners.  He has been and continues to be instrumental in the development and 
operation of the Kyle Pagerly K-9 Training Facility.  He also regularly serves as a 
decoy for the K-9s during training.  As Captain of Patrol/Services Division, Captain 
Mendenhall is responsible for the daily operations to effect service of civil process 
orders, oversees the schedule of citations requiring court involvement, and assures 
assignment and maintenance of the entire fleet of vehicles.  Captain Mendenhall is 
also an active member of the Berks County Sheriff’s Department Honor Guard.

Sergeant Brian Boyer is assigned to the Central Processing Division (the processing 
of new prisoners). His responsibilities include supervising the intake and processing 
duties of 14 deputies who, on average, handle 25 intakes daily.  The entire process 
(intake through arraignment) can take approximately one hour to finalize.   Ensuring 
that corresponding paperwork for each intake is complete and accurate is a primary 
responsibility.  In addition, Sergeant Boyer will continue serving as the Department 
and Honor Guard’s Chaplain.   

like us on facebook Berks County Sheriff follow us on twitter Twitter@BerksSheriff  email us Sheriff@CountyofBerks.com

Play It Safe This Holiday Season

to get the job done.  Many of our employees are also devoted to programs outside 
the department that directly benefit the community, and I hope to share that type of 
information in upcoming newsletters as a means of introducing the public to another 
side of those who work in this department.  And then, of course, there are those who 
routinely perform the duties of their jobs under circumstances that are often not 
routine at all. 

Everything we do in this department is through a shared vision of protecting and 
serving the public, and whether it’s in a big way or small, each employee contributes 
to its success, often in ways not listed in any job description.  My sincere appreciation 
and thanks goes to all the members of the Berks County Sheriff’s Department for 
their hard work and dedication that makes everything we do possible.

continued on page 5

continued from page 1

A Message from the Sheriff

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department wishes you Joy  
and Peace at the Holidays and throughout the New Year!
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Deputy Sheriff John Phillips is certified as an instructor in firearms 
and firearms safety, taser use, and the Law Enforcement Officers 
Safety Act (LEOSA).  Most recently, he completed over 40 hours of 

instruction to become certified to facilitate an AARP Driver Safety 
Course.  Deputy Phillips is a crime prevention officer who regularly 
presents the “Refuse to be a Victim” and other senior safety programs 
offered by the Sheriff’s Department at no cost to senior groups, senior 

care facilities and other community groups.   
  Deputy Phillips is a Veteran of the United States Army 
                    and a graduate of the State Police Academy.  He has logged over 2,000 hours of training in 

law enforcement topics such as criminal and drug investigation, detection and identification; evidence technician, 
and law enforcement photography.  He is also an Armorer (maintenance and repair of firearms).  His law 
enforcement background includes that of patrolman for Robeson Township Police Department and Sergeant for Mt. Penn Police Department.  He has 
been a Deputy Sheriff with Berks County since June, 2005 and, in addition to his role as facilitator of outreach programs and firearms instructor for the 
Sheriff’s Department, can be found issuing firearms permits at the Berks County Sheriff’s Department Airport Substation.  

Deputy Phillips has a pilot’s license, has made hundreds of freefall parachute jumps, and is a licensed parachute rigger.  He is a 32nd degree Mason, is 
a member of the Blue Knights (an international Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club), and enjoys trap shooting and sky sports.  He has two grown children, 
one of whom is in law enforcement, and if your young child or grandchild receives a telephone call from Santa Claus this Christmas, it may just be Deputy 
Phillips on the other end of the line.  Posing as Santa Claus and calling children during the holiday season is something he has done for over 25 years.
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disable the car by flattening a tire.  The flat tire will delay your return to your home.  In 
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in the car, clean the mark off the windshield, and DO NOT program the “Home” function 
directly to your front door.  You already know where you live. Program your GPS with a 
location near your home but not at your home. This will get you close enough if you ever use 
this feature yourself, but it will mislead anyone else from going directly to your residence.

In addition to using information in your GPS to gain access into your home, criminals 
will often use information contained in smart phones to steal identities. Think about 
all the information stored in your cell phone:  names, addresses, birthdates (personal 
information needed to steal someone’s identity). 

Cell phones are easily lost or stolen. While it is nice to have personal information 
handy in one convenient place, think about what might happen if that information fell 
into the wrong hands. Never store personal information like social security numbers, 
debit card passwords and credit card numbers in your cell phone.

Protect yourself by limiting what information you store in your cell phone, and make 
sure that you have a password set in order to access your phone. Some smart phones have a 
free application that can be installed that will allow you to security lock or even completely 
erase your smart phone from any computer with Internet access. That way, if your phone is 
lost or stolen, you can make sure that the information stored in it is safe from prying eyes.

Technology is a wonderful thing and it can be used to make our lives much easier. 
Technology can also be used against you in surprising ways by enterprising criminals.

Berks County sheriff’s Department
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Tucker Mellinger
6ft 3in  180lbs
12/17/1992  20yo
Address Unknown
Wanted for: Probation Violation
Original charges: Causing/Risking a 
Catastrophe

Jose Rivera-Rivera
5ft 8in  180lbs
12/18/1983  29yo
100 block of N. 9th Street, Reading
Wanted for: Burglary

Jayson Rivera
6ft 2in  200lbs
12/2/1985  27yo
100 block of Lafayette Street, Reading
Wanted for: Burglary

Rene Vasquez
5ft 8in  160lbs
1/13/1978  34yo
300 block of N. 9th Street, Reading
Wanted for: Criminal Attempt to 
Commit Homicide

Donez Weaver
5ft 8in  170lbs
9/4/1981  31yo
900 block of Perry Street, Reading
Wanted for: Possession of a Firearm 
Prohibited

Berks County sheriff’s Department

Most Wanted

Berks County 
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Recent Promotions
Congratulations to Captain Matthew Mendenhall, who was promoted from the rank of Sergeant, and to Sergeant Brian Boyer, who was promoted from the rank of Deputy, 

effective October 31, 2012.  

If you have 
information 

that can help 
apprehend 
any of the 

fugitives in this 
publication, 

call the Berks 
County Sheriff’s 

Department 
Fugitive Tip 

Line at 
610-478-6390 
or Crime Alert 

Berks at 
1-877-373-9913.

All your 
information 
will be kept 

confidential.

BCSD Offers AARP 
Driver Safety Course

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department 
presented an eight hour AARP Driver Safety 
Course over a two day period in November 
which was specifically reserved at no cost 
to  Veterans and their families in honor of 
Veterans Day.  Deputy John Phillips recently 
completed the AARP certification process and 
facilitated the course on November 26 and 27 

at the Berks County Agricultural Center.  Those attending the full eight hours received 
a 5 percent discount on automobile insurance for a three year period.  No tests, either 
written or driving, were required for successful completion of the course.

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department will be offering the AARP driver safety 
course in the spring of 2013 at minimal cost to anyone over the age of 50.  Look 
for upcoming details in February, 2013 on the department’s website at www.
countyofberks.com/Sheriff.   The same 5 percent discount on automobile insurance 
for three years will be offered to those fully attending the eight hour course.

The holidays are right around the corner!  Please consider supporting the Berks County Sheriff’s K-9 and Honor Guard Divisions by purchasing one or more products for your-
self or someone on your gift list.  These popular items have sold quickly at fundraising events held throughout the past year.  T-shirts, sweatshirts, and baseball hats display a 
K-9 likeness, paw prints or K-9 or Honor Guard logo.  To view all merchandise available and to complete the order form, log onto www.countyofberks.com/sheriff.  The order 
form and check made payable to the Berks County Sheriff Benevolence Fund should be mailed to Jennifer De Frees, Berks County Sheriff’s Department, 633 Court Street, 
Reading, PA 19601.  

Captain Mendenhall oversees the K-9 Division and Patrol/Services Division.  He 
handles all training, demonstrations and scheduling of the K-9 officers and their 
partners.  He has been and continues to be instrumental in the development and 
operation of the Kyle Pagerly K-9 Training Facility.  He also regularly serves as a 
decoy for the K-9s during training.  As Captain of Patrol/Services Division, Captain 
Mendenhall is responsible for the daily operations to effect service of civil process 
orders, oversees the schedule of citations requiring court involvement, and assures 
assignment and maintenance of the entire fleet of vehicles.  Captain Mendenhall is 
also an active member of the Berks County Sheriff’s Department Honor Guard.

Sergeant Brian Boyer is assigned to the Central Processing Division (the processing 
of new prisoners). His responsibilities include supervising the intake and processing 
duties of 14 deputies who, on average, handle 25 intakes daily.  The entire process 
(intake through arraignment) can take approximately one hour to finalize.   Ensuring 
that corresponding paperwork for each intake is complete and accurate is a primary 
responsibility.  In addition, Sergeant Boyer will continue serving as the Department 
and Honor Guard’s Chaplain.   

like us on facebook Berks County Sheriff follow us on twitter Twitter@BerksSheriff  email us Sheriff@CountyofBerks.com

Play It Safe This Holiday Season

to get the job done.  Many of our employees are also devoted to programs outside 
the department that directly benefit the community, and I hope to share that type of 
information in upcoming newsletters as a means of introducing the public to another 
side of those who work in this department.  And then, of course, there are those who 
routinely perform the duties of their jobs under circumstances that are often not 
routine at all. 

Everything we do in this department is through a shared vision of protecting and 
serving the public, and whether it’s in a big way or small, each employee contributes 
to its success, often in ways not listed in any job description.  My sincere appreciation 
and thanks goes to all the members of the Berks County Sheriff’s Department for 
their hard work and dedication that makes everything we do possible.

continued on page 5

continued from page 1

A Message from the Sheriff

The Berks County Sheriff’s Department wishes you Joy  
and Peace at the Holidays and throughout the New Year!
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